
10 Crucial Things to Know About International
Contracts in Japan: A Must-Read Guide for
Ensuring a Successful Sales Transaction
In today's global economy, expanding business horizons beyond national borders
has become essential for companies seeking to thrive and grow. One of the key
aspects of conducting business internationally is establishing solid contracts that
govern the terms and conditions of sales transactions across different countries.
This is particularly crucial when dealing with Japan, a dynamic market known for
its unique business practices and cultural nuances. In this comprehensive guide,
we will delve deep into the intricacies of international contracts in Japan, offering
you valuable insights and expert advice on how to ensure a successful sales
transaction. So, let's get started!

The Importance of International Contracts in Japan

Entering into a sales transaction with a Japanese partner without a well-drafted
international contract can expose your business to significant risks. With Japan's
complex legal system and different cultural approach to business, having a clear
and comprehensive contract becomes vital to protect your interests and maintain
a transparent relationship with your Japanese counterpart. Here are the top 10
things to know about international contracts in Japan to ensure a successful
transaction:

1. Cultural Understanding is Key

Before delving into the legal aspects, it is paramount to understand the cultural
differences between Japan and your own country. Japan places a high value on
personal relationships, respect, and harmony. Building a strong relationship with



your Japanese partner will contribute to a smoother negotiation process and a
more successful contract.
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2. Detailed and Clear Contract Terms

When drafting an international sales contract in Japan, it is essential to make
sure the terms and conditions are explicit and leave no room for ambiguity.
Japanese business culture thrives on precision and attention to detail, so a vague
contract can lead to misunderstandings and potentially harm your business.

3. Considerations for Language Barriers

While English is widely used in international business, it is crucial to understand
that English proficiency in Japan can vary. It is advisable to provide bilingual
versions of the contract, ensuring that both parties clearly understand the terms.
The inclusion of an interpreter during negotiations can also help overcome any
language barriers.

4. Seek Professional Legal Support
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Due to the intricacies of Japanese law and cultural differences, seeking
professional legal assistance is highly recommended when entering into an
international contract. An experienced attorney with expertise in international
business transactions can guide you through the legal complexities, ensuring
your contract complies with Japanese law and protects your interests.

5. Incorporate Dispute Resolution Mechanisms

Including clear clauses for resolving disputes in your international contract is
crucial, as it helps maintain a harmonious relationship and saves time and
resources. In Japan, alternative dispute resolution methods, such as mediation or
arbitration, are favored over litigation. Familiarize yourself with these options and
include relevant clauses in your contract.

6. Adhere to Local Business Formalities

Japan has specific business formalities that must be followed when entering into
contracts. Understanding and complying with these formalities, such as the use of
local seals (hanko) or submitting written documents in a specific format, is vital to
ensure the validity and enforceability of your international contract.

7. Intellectual Property Protection

Intellectual property (IP) rights are highly regarded in Japan. Ensure your
international contract includes robust provisions to protect your IP rights and
prevent any unauthorized use or infringement by your Japanese partner.
Registering your IP assets in accordance with Japanese law is also an essential
step to reinforce your protection.

8. Tax Considerations

Understanding the tax implications of your international contract in Japan is
crucial to avoid any surprises or unexpected costs. Consult with tax experts who



have experience in international taxation to ensure compliance with Japanese tax
regulations and optimize your tax position.

9. Importance of Local Representation

Having a local representative or agent in Japan can be advantageous, especially
when navigating the intricacies of the market and culture. A trusted local
representative can help you establish strong business connections, negotiate
favorable terms, and ensure compliance with local regulations.

10. Continual Monitoring and Review

Once your international contract is in force, it is essential to monitor and review its
effectiveness periodically. Changes in business environments, cultural dynamics,
or legal requirements may necessitate amendments or updates to the contract.
Regular communication with your Japanese counterpart is vital to address any
emerging issues promptly.

Navigating the world of international contracts in Japan can be complex, but
armed with the right knowledge and expert advice, you can ensure a successful
sales transaction. This comprehensive guide has provided you with crucial
insights and tips to help you draft effective international sales contracts, maintain
strong business relationships, and protect your interests in the Japanese market.
Remember, investing the time and resources into a meticulous contract can save
you from potential challenges and pave the way for a prosperous future in Japan.
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The goods and services trade between the U.S. and Japan amounted to an
estimated $270.7 billion in 2016 , and this number is still increasing. The purpose
of this book is to assist lawyers and corporate legal staff in efficiently drafting and
reviewing contracts for those transactions.
Contracts assist the parties in achieving their goals by setting forth a roadmap
which clarifies their goals and the paths they should or should not follow.
Contracts can be even more useful in cross-border transactions since those
transactions are comparatively complex and bear additional risks due to the
diversity of the parties and applicable laws.
However, in practice, there are still many companies in the U.S. and Japan,
particularly of small and medium size, which are reluctant to enter into
international transactions due to their complexity and the burden of hiring
professionals to clarify their risks.
This book assists these companies in expanding their business abroad by (i)
clarifying the legal risks imposed in U.S.-Japan transactions; (ii) providing them
with the legal options which they have in order to achieve their goals; and (iii)
automating the process of contract drafting and reviewing by using an artificial
intelligent robot (“MiBot”) .
As for (i) above, this book explains the legal background of international contracts
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not only from the U.S. legal perspective but also from the Japanese legal
perspective and the international perspective by using international treaties such
as the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of
Goods (“CISG”).
As for (ii) above, this book provides sample provisions from both the seller’s
perspective and the buyer’s perspective and summarizes the provisions in
diagrams so as to make the parties aware of their legal options before they make
any decisions regarding such contracts.
As for (iii) above, MiBot drafts contracts by reflecting the information collected
from the users and other sources. MiBot also reviews contracts by comparing the
contract drafted by MiBot with the contract obtained by the other party.
As for myself, having grown up in Japan, Mexico, Spain and the U.S. and having
benefited by the people in each country, it is my aim and happiness to assist
companies in achieving their goals in the global field through MiBot and this book.
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