
23 Autopsies Companion For The Study Of
Pathology
Autopsies are a crucial tool for understanding and studying diseases, their
causes, and their effects on the human body. They provide invaluable insights
into the complexities of pathology and aid in the advancement of medical
knowledge. In this article, we will explore 23 autopsy cases that have served as
indispensable companions for the study of pathology.

1. Case 1: A Rare Case of Neurological Degeneration

In this case, the autopsy revealed a rare neurological degenerative disorder that
had initially baffled medical professionals. The detailed examination of the brain
tissue led to a groundbreaking discovery that would later revolutionize the field of
neurology.
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2. Case 2: Unraveling the Mystery of a Mysterious Infection
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A seemingly benign infection turned fatal in a patient, leaving doctors puzzled.
Through a meticulous autopsy, the cause of the infection was identified, leading
to the development of targeted treatment strategies for similar cases in the future.

3. Case 3: Uncovering the Hidden Truth Behind Genetic Disorders
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Genetic disorders often present complex challenges for medical professionals.
The autopsy of a patient with a rare genetic disorder shed light on the underlying
genetic mutation, furthering our understanding of the intricate mechanisms
involved.

4. Case 4: Exploring the Effects of Chronic Drug Abuse
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Understanding the adverse effects of chronic drug abuse requires in-depth
analysis of the body's organs and tissues. An autopsy of an individual who
succumbed to drug overdose uncovered the physiological changes caused by
long-term drug use.

5. Case 5: Investigating Cardiovascular Health Complications
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The examination of the heart and blood vessels postmortem enables a
comprehensive evaluation of cardiovascular health. A specific case involving an
unexpected heart failure aided in identifying preventive measures for individuals
at risk.

6. Case 6: Understanding the Indicators of Cancer
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Autopsies often unveil hidden or undiagnosed cancers, allowing for better
diagnostic and treatment protocols. By analyzing tissue samples, doctors were
able to uncover early indicators of cancer and develop potential screening
methods.
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Carefully chosen from among almost 1000 autopsies performed at large teaching
hospitals in a 35-year career in anatomic pathology, are 23 autopsies that
represent classically important or interesting diseases. The cases have high
quality color gross, microscopic, and radiographic images and discussions of the
pathologic findings, key pathophysiologic features, associated stories from
medical history, and relevant medical laboratory science. The cases have been
organized using the mnemonic VINDICATE to help the reader relate the findings
to the major classes of disease. All the discussions are referenced and have
study questions for further investigation. This text serves as a companion for the
study of pathology and pathophysiology at the undergraduate and graduate
levels. The second edition adds four new cases and, with the addition of Dr.
Chohan as co-author, modern radiographic findings for many of the cases.
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