
30 Years Of Women Who Have Reshaped The
World
Throughout history, women have played a vital role in shaping the world we live in
today. From trailblazing inventors to powerful leaders, women have defied
expectations and shattered glass ceilings, inspiring generations to come. As we
reflect on the past 30 years, let's celebrate the remarkable accomplishments of
women who have reshaped our world.

The 1990s: A Decade of Women Empowerment

The 1990s marked a turning point for women's rights and empowerment. It was a
decade that saw women stepping into leadership positions, challenging societal
norms, and demanding equal opportunities. One iconic figure who emerged
during this time was Malala Yousafzai, the youngest Nobel Prize laureate, who
bravely stood up for girls' education in Pakistan.

Another influential woman of the 1990s was Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, who became
the first female president in Africa, leading Liberia to a new era of stability and
progress. Women like Wangari Maathai, an environmental activist, and Rigoberta
Menchú, an indigenous rights activist, also left an indelible mark on the world with
their unwavering determination to bring about positive change.
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The 2000s: Breaking Barriers and Inspiring Change

The new millennium brought with it a fresh wave of women who continued to
reshape the world. In politics, Angela Merkel became the first female Chancellor
of Germany, while Michelle Bachelet became the first female president of Chile.
These trailblazing leaders showed that women could be just as capable and
effective in governing nations.

Science and technology also saw incredible advancements led by women. Ada
Yonath, a crystallographer, became the first woman in 45 years to win the Nobel
Prize in Chemistry. Helen Sharman, a chemist, became the first British astronaut
and the first woman to visit the Mir space station, inspiring future generations of
women to pursue careers in STEM.

The 2010s: Voices Heard, Movements Ignited

The past decade witnessed a global movement towards gender equality and the
amplification of women's voices. Activists like Malala Yousafzai continued to fight
for girls' education, while Emma Watson launched the HeForShe campaign,
encouraging men to advocate for gender equality.

Women broke barriers in the fields of entertainment, with actors like Lupita
Nyong'o and Viola Davis winning Academy Awards and using their platforms to
address important social issues. In the realm of sports, Serena Williams
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dominated tennis, becoming one of the greatest athletes of all time, while soccer
player Megan Rapinoe became an outspoken advocate for LGBTQ+ rights.

The Future: Empowering the Next Generation

Looking ahead, it is clear that women will continue to shape the world in the
coming years. As we celebrate the accomplishments of the past, we must also
focus on empowering the next generation of women leaders, innovators, and
change-makers.

By providing equal opportunities, breaking down barriers, and challenging
gender-based stereotypes, we can create a world where women are celebrated
for their contributions and have the freedom to pursue their dreams. Let us
continue to support and uplift the voices of women, ensuring that they have an
equal seat at the table.

Celebrating 30 years of women who have reshaped the world is not just a
reflection on the past, but also a call to action for a more inclusive and equitable
future. Together, we can build a world where every woman has the opportunity to
reach her full potential and leave her mark on history.
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Showcasing three decades of Glamour’s Women of the Year, this book is a
record of the ceiling-shattering achievements that have reshaped our world, and
a manual for success for the women of today—and tomorrow 

For over 80 years, Glamour has been the preeminent female empowerment title
in America. From Glamour’s origin as the magazine “for the girl with a job” to
today, strong, ambitious women have always taken center stage, and no place
more so than at Glamour’s annual Women of the Year Awards.
Launched in 1990, the annual awards have become a 30-year living, breathing
history, mapping out the evolution of women’s power across the worlds of film,
politics, sports, activism, and more. Many of the names are familiar. We’ve grown
up with Billie Jean King, Madonna, Nora Ephron, and Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
Titans of change like Michelle Obama and Malala Yousafzai have rocked our
world in lasting ways. Stars such as Reese Witherspoon, Ava DuVernay, Julianne
Moore, Lupita Nyong’o, and Ashley Graham have used their global influence to
shift the needle in filmmaking, reproductive rights, criminal justice, and
representation. Other names you may not know so well include women who have
transformed the futures of school children in local communities, and teens who
organized millions to fight against gun violence.
Glamour: 30 Years of Women Who Have Reshaped the World touches on some
of the most culturally important moments of our recent history. Additionally, it
includes original content from Shonda Rhimes, Diane von Furstenberg, Arianna
Huffington, and more to inspire future generations. Most importantly, the book
offers inspiration and service, reminding today’s women and girls that, in the
words of 2015 Women of the Year honoree Reese Witherspoon, ambition is not a
dirty word.
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