
48 Acol Bidding Questions From One Of
Britain Leading Bridge Teachers Set
Bridge is a fascinating and challenging card game that has gained immense
popularity across the globe. It is a game that requires strategic thinking,
teamwork, and a deep understanding of bidding systems. Acol is one of the most
widely used bidding systems in bridge, and mastering it can significantly improve
your game.

In this article, we delve into 48 Acol bidding questions that were answered by one
of Britain's leading bridge teachers. These questions cover a wide range of
topics, from basic principles to advanced strategies, providing valuable insights
for players of all skill levels. So whether you're a beginner looking to improve your
bidding or an experienced player seeking new tactics, this article has something
for everyone.

1. What is Acol bidding system?

Acol is a natural bidding system that originated in the United Kingdom. It is based
on a strong one-level opening bid, and its key features include five-card majors,
weak no-trump, and a strong emphasis on suit contracts. The Acol system is
known for its simplicity and flexibility, making it a popular choice among bridge
players.
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2. How do you respond to a one-level opening bid in Acol?

When your partner opens with a one-level bid, you have several options to
respond. If you have a weak hand, you can pass. If you have a strong hand with
support for your partner's suit, you can make a simple raise. If you have a long
suit of your own, you can bid it at the one-level. These are just a few examples,
and the best response depends on several factors including your hand strength,
distribution, and vulnerability.

3. What is the Jacoby transfer in Acol?

The Jacoby transfer is a bidding convention used in Acol to show a five-card or
longer major suit when responding to partner's one notrump opening bid. It allows
the responder to transfer the bidding to their partner, who then bids the
transferred suit at the two-level. This convention is used to ensure that the
stronger hand becomes the declarer and also helps in discovering the strength
and distribution of the partnership's hands.

4. What are the key principles of Acol bidding?
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The key principles of Acol bidding include opening the bidding with a strong one-
level bid, responding according to your hand strength and distribution, using
conventions like Stayman and Jacoby transfers, and utilizing the double as a
takeout or penalty bid. It is important to have a good understanding of these
principles to communicate effectively with your partner and reach the best
contract.

5. When should you use the Stayman convention in Acol?

The Stayman convention is used in Acol when the responder holds a four-card
major suit and wants to investigate whether the partnership has a major suit fit.
By bidding two clubs after partner's one notrump opening, the responder asks the
opener to bid a four-card major suit if they have one. This convention helps in
finding an eight-card fit in a major suit and allows the partnership to play in the
best possible contract.

6. How do you handle a weak hand in Acol bidding?

When you have a weak hand in Acol bidding, it is generally best to pass and let
your partner be the declarer. However, there are situations where you can make a
preemptive bid to disrupt the opponents' bidding or to convey information to your
partner. It is important to remember that communication with your partner is
crucial in bridge, and making the right bid based on your hand strength is key to
successful bidding.

7. What does it mean when you double in Acol bidding?

In Acol, doubling has two main meanings. The first is a takeout double, which is
used to indicate that you have a strong hand and want your partner to bid a suit.
The second is a penalty double, which is used when the opponents are bidding a
contract that you think they won't make. By doubling, you aim to score more



points if they fail to fulfill their contract. It is important to communicate with your
partner about the meaning of your doubles to avoid confusion.

8. How can you use Acol bidding to find the best contract?

Acol bidding provides a solid framework for finding the best contract in bridge. By
using conventions like Stayman and Jacoby transfers, you can gather information
about your partner's hand and discover potential major suit fits. Additionally,
understanding your hand strength and distribution allows you to make informed
decisions during bidding. It is crucial to communicate effectively with your partner
and exchange information to reach the optimal contract.

9. How do you handle a strong hand in Acol bidding?

Having a strong hand in Acol bidding gives you the opportunity to take control of
the auction. You can make a strong opening bid, forcing your partner to respond
and provide information about their hand. By using conventions like Jacoby
transfers, you can also show your partner your strong five-card or longer major
suit. It is important to bid assertively with a strong hand to maximize your chance
of finding the best contract.

10. Can you give an example of a bidding sequence in Acol?

Certainly! Consider the following example:

South (you) | West | North | East
1H | Pass | 1S | Pass
2C | Pass | 2S | Pass
3C | Pass | 3H | Pass
3S | Pass | 4C | Pass
4H | Pass | 4S | Pass
Pass | Pass | Pass



In this sequence, you start with a one-heart opening bid, and your partner
responds with one spade. You continue with a bid of two clubs, indicating a strong
hand. Your partner bids two spades, showing support for your suit. You proceed
with a bid of three clubs, and your partner bids three hearts, indicating that they
have a five-card or longer heart suit. The bidding continues until you reach the
contract of four spades, which is passed by everyone.

These are just a few of the 48 Acol bidding questions answered in this article.
Each question provides valuable insights into Acol bidding from one of Britain's
leading bridge teachers. Whether you're a beginner or an experienced player,
these questions will help enhance your understanding of Acol bidding strategies
and improve your overall game.

Bridge is a game that requires continuous learning and practice. By delving into
these bidding questions and understanding the concepts behind them, you'll be
on your way to becoming a better bridge player. So take the time to study,
practice, and enjoy the game of bridge with the knowledge gained from this
article!
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