
Abstraction Technique And Beauty In
Eighteenth Century Aesthetics: Unlocking the
Enigma of The Lewis
The art of abstraction has long been considered one of the most intriguing and
enigmatic techniques in the world of aesthetics. The ability to distill complex ideas
or emotions into simplified forms is a skill that has fascinated artists throughout
history. In the eighteenth century, this fascination reached its peak as a deep
appreciation for the beauty and elegance of abstraction emerged, giving birth to
an artistic movement that came to be known as The Lewis.

This article explores the connection between abstraction technique and beauty in
eighteenth century aesthetics, delving into the origins, characteristics, and impact
of The Lewis movement. Through a detailed examination of key artworks and
philosophical theories, we uncover the secrets behind this captivating artistic
approach and shed light on its lasting influence.

Origins of The Lewis

The Lewis emerged as a response to the rigid conventions of academic art in the
eighteenth century. Artists, tired of the limitations imposed by traditional forms
and subject matters, sought to break free and explore new avenues of artistic
expression. This rebellion against the status quo led to the birth of The Lewis, a
movement characterized by its emphasis on simplification, abstraction, and the
pursuit of pure beauty.
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One of the key figures behind the development of The Lewis was Richard Lewis,
a visionary artist and philosopher. Lewis believed that true beauty lies in the
essence of things, rather than their representation. He argued that by distilling the
complexities of the world into simplified forms, artists could capture the inherent
beauty that often goes unnoticed.

Characteristics of The Lewis

Central to The Lewis movement was the concept of abstraction. Artists sought to
represent reality through simplified, geometric forms, stripping away unnecessary
details to reveal the underlying structure. This approach allowed for the
exploration of underlying emotions and universal truths, creating a connection
between the artist and viewer on a deeper level.

The Lewis artworks often featured bold, vibrant colors and dynamic compositions.
The use of vibrant hues served to emphasize the emotional depth and energy
within the abstraction, creating a sense of visual impact and intensity. The
dynamic compositions, on the other hand, added a sense of movement and
rhythm to the artworks, further enhancing the expressive qualities.
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Philosophical Underpinnings

Underpinning The Lewis movement were philosophical theories that sought to
understand the nature of beauty and its relationship with abstraction. One
prominent philosopher during this time was Immanuel Kant, who argued that
beauty is not solely dependent on the object itself, but rather on the subjective
experience of the viewer. According to Kant, abstraction allows the viewer to
engage with their own imagination, enabling a personal and subjective
interpretation of the artwork.

These philosophical theories laid the foundation for the development of The
Lewis movement, as artists embraced the idea that beauty is inherently
subjective and can be accessed through abstraction. The Lewis artworks served
as a catalyst for introspection and self-reflection, inviting viewers to explore their
own emotions and perceptions.

Legacy of The Lewis

The Lewis movement had a profound impact on the art world, paving the way for
future art movements and influencing generations of artists to come. The
emphasis on abstraction and the pursuit of pure beauty opened up new
possibilities for artistic expression and challenged traditional notions of art.

Artists such as Piet Mondrian, Wassily Kandinsky, and Kazimir Malevich found
inspiration in The Lewis movement, incorporating its principles into their own
artistic practices. The legacy of The Lewis can be seen in the abstract
expressionism movement of the twentieth century, where artists sought to convey
deep emotions and personal experiences through abstraction.

The Lewis movement stands as a testament to the power of abstraction and its
ability to unlock the beauty within the world. Through its emphasis on



simplification and the pursuit of pure beauty, The Lewis challenged the
conventions of traditional art and opened up new avenues of artistic expression.
The legacy of The Lewis can be seen in the works of artists throughout history,
reminding us of the enduring impact of this captivating artistic approach.
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A groundbreaking study of the development of form in eighteenth-century
aesthetics
 
In this original work, Abigail Zitin proposes a new history of the development of
form as a concept in and for aesthetics. Her account substitutes women and
artisans for the proverbial man of taste, asserting them as central figures in the
rise of aesthetics as a field of philosophical inquiry in eighteenth-century Europe.
She shows how the idea of formal abstraction so central to conceptions of beauty
in this period emerges from the way practitioners think about craft and skill across
the domestic, industrial, and so-called high arts. Zitin elegantly maps the complex
connections among aesthetics, form, and formalism, drawing out the understated
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presence of practice in the writings of major eighteenth-century thinkers including
Locke, Addison, Burke, and Kant. This new take on an old story ultimately
challenges readers to reconsider form and why it matters.
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