
Access To Justice And The UN Convention On
The Rights Of Persons With Disabilities
Justice is a fundamental right that everyone deserves. It ensures that we are
treated fairly and equally in all aspects of life. However, for persons with
disabilities, access to justice has been a longstanding challenge. The United
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) seeks
to address this issue and ensure that persons with disabilities have equal access
to justice. In this article, we will explore the importance of access to justice for
persons with disabilities and how the UNCRPD serves as a guiding framework to
achieve this objective.

The Challenge of Access to Justice

Persons with disabilities face numerous barriers when it comes to accessing
justice. These barriers include physical and communication barriers,
discriminatory attitudes and practices, lack of awareness and training, and a
complex legal system that is often inaccessible. These challenges significantly
hamper their ability to assert their rights, seek redress for grievances, and
participate fully in the legal process.

Physical barriers, such as inaccessible courtrooms, lack of ramps or elevators,
and inadequate transportation options, prevent persons with disabilities from
even reaching the justice system. Communication barriers, including the absence
of sign language interpreters, accessible information, and alternative formats,
further marginalize them during legal proceedings. Discriminatory attitudes and
practices, ranging from stigma and prejudice to institutionalized discrimination,
contribute to a biased justice system that fails to address their unique needs.



Disabled Justice?: Access to Justice and the UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities by Eilionóir Flynn (1st Edition, Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1543 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 189 pages

Moreover, the lack of awareness and training among legal professionals
exacerbates the problem. Many justice system stakeholders, including judges,
lawyers, and law enforcement officers, are not adequately trained to understand
the rights and needs of persons with disabilities. As a result, they may
unintentionally violate their rights or fail to provide necessary accommodations.

The complex legal system presents another barrier to access to justice. The legal
process often involves convoluted procedures, complex language, and lengthy
proceedings, making it difficult for persons with disabilities to navigate.
Furthermore, legal aid services are often inaccessible, unaffordable, or
insufficient to meet their specific requirements.

The UNCRPD: Empowering Persons with Disabilities

The UNCRPD, adopted in 2006, is an international human rights treaty that
specifically addresses the rights of persons with disabilities. It recognizes their
inherent dignity, autonomy, and right to participation on an equal basis with
others. The Convention covers various areas, including access to justice,
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education, employment, accessibility, and health. It aims to promote, protect, and
ensure the full enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by
persons with disabilities.

As far as access to justice is concerned, the UNCRPD sets out clear obligations
for States Parties to ensure that persons with disabilities can effectively and
meaningfully access justice. Article 13 of the Convention focuses explicitly on
access to justice, stating that persons with disabilities must have effective access
to justice on an equal basis with others. It encompasses both civil and criminal
proceedings, ensuring that persons with disabilities can exercise their legal
capacity and rights in all legal matters.

The Convention calls for a range of measures to eliminate barriers to access to
justice. This includes providing reasonable accommodations, such as sign
language interpreters, accessible formats, and assistive devices, to ensure
effective communication throughout the legal process. It also recognizes the
importance of training and sensitizing legal professionals to enhance their
understanding of disability rights and promote inclusive practices.

States Parties are also required to establish and promote free or affordable legal
aid services to guarantee that persons with disabilities have access to legal
assistance. The Convention stresses the importance of making legal proceedings
and facilities accessible, including by providing physical accessibility features and
accommodating individual needs. It also emphasizes the need for collecting and
analyzing data on access to justice to identify gaps and design targeted
interventions.

Progress and Challenges Ahead



Since its adoption, the UNCRPD has played a crucial role in promoting and
protecting the rights of persons with disabilities. Many countries have made
progress in implementing the Convention's provisions related to access to justice.
They have introduced legislation, policies, and practices that aim to remove
barriers and ensure equal access to justice for persons with disabilities.

However, despite these efforts, significant challenges persist. Many countries still
lack comprehensive legal frameworks that fully align with the Convention's
principles. Existing laws and policies may not effectively address the specific
needs of persons with disabilities or may perpetuate discriminatory practices.
Implementation gaps and inadequate resources further hinder the realization of
access to justice.

Moreover, attitudinal barriers remain a significant obstacle. Deep-rooted societal
prejudices and stereotypes continue to marginalize persons with disabilities,
impeding their access to justice. Changing attitudes and promoting inclusive
practices require concerted efforts and awareness-raising campaigns at all levels
of society.

Furthermore, the COVID-19 pandemic has further exacerbated the challenges
faced by persons with disabilities in accessing justice. The rapid shift to digital
platforms for legal proceedings and services may exclude persons with
disabilities who lack access to technology or require specific accommodations.
Adequate measures must be taken to ensure that digital platforms are inclusive
and accessible to all.

Access to justice is a fundamental right that must be safeguarded for all
individuals, including persons with disabilities. The UNCRPD provides a
comprehensive framework that guides countries in achieving equal access to



justice. By implementing the Convention's provisions, countries can remove
barriers, raise awareness, and promote a more inclusive justice system.

However, much work remains to be done. Governments, civil society
organizations, legal professionals, and individuals must collaborate to overcome
the challenges faced by persons with disabilities in accessing justice. This
involves addressing attitudinal barriers, enhancing legal frameworks, ensuring
physical and digital accessibility, and providing necessary support services. Only
by working together can we truly achieve access to justice for all.
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Disability offers a new lens through which to view the effectiveness of access to
justice, and the inclusiveness of the justice system as a whole. This book
analyses the experience of people with disabilities through the entire justice
system, from making a complaint, to investigation, and through the court/tribunal
process. It also considers the participation of people with disabilities in a variety
of roles in the justice system - as witness, defendant, complainant, plaintiff,
lawyer, judge and juror. More broadly, it also critically examines the subtle
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barriers of access to justice which might exist in a given society - including
barriers to grassroots disability advocacy, legal education and training, the right to
vote and the right to stand for election which may apply to people with disabilities.
The book is international and comparative in scope with a focus primarily on
examples of legal practice and justice systems in common law countries. The
work will be of interest to scholars working in the areas of human rights, equality
and non-discrimination, disability rights activists and legal professionals who work
with people with disabilities to achieve access to justice.

Folktales Of Norway: Unveiling the Magical
Stories of the Norwegian Culture
Norway, with its mesmerizing landscapes and rich cultural heritage, is a
country that has captivated the world with its folktales. These enchanting
stories, passed down...

Unlocking the Secrets of Work Intimacy and
Postcolonial Hierarchies in Dubai: Unveiling the
Truth About Worlding the Middle East
When we think of Dubai, images of towering skyscrapers, luxurious
hotels, and extravagant lifestyles often come to mind. However, beyond
its opulence and glamour, Dubai...

https://bookshelfspot.com/Folktales%20Of%20Norway%20Unveiling%20the%20Magical%20Stories%20of%20the%20Norwegian%20Culture.pdf
https://bookshelfspot.com/Folktales%20Of%20Norway%20Unveiling%20the%20Magical%20Stories%20of%20the%20Norwegian%20Culture.pdf
https://bookshelfspot.com/Unlocking%20the%20Secrets%20of%20Work%20Intimacy%20and%20Postcolonial%20Hierarchies%20in%20Dubai%20Unveiling%20the%20Truth%20About%20Worlding%20the%20Middle%20East.pdf
https://bookshelfspot.com/Unlocking%20the%20Secrets%20of%20Work%20Intimacy%20and%20Postcolonial%20Hierarchies%20in%20Dubai%20Unveiling%20the%20Truth%20About%20Worlding%20the%20Middle%20East.pdf


Sonic Possible Worlds: Hearing The Continuum
Of Sound
Sound is a fascinating phenomenon that surrounds us every day. From
the soothing melody of chirping birds to the thundering roar of a waterfall,
our world is filled with...

Enforcing International Maritime Legislation On
Air Pollution Through UNCLOS
Air pollution caused by maritime activities is a pressing global issue that
poses significant risks to human health and the environment. With the
increase in international...

Access To Justice And The UN Convention On
The Rights Of Persons With Disabilities
Justice is a fundamental right that everyone deserves. It ensures that we
are treated fairly and equally in all aspects of life. However, for persons
with disabilities,...

Criminal Law: A Comparative Approach -
Understanding Legal Systems Worldwide
Understanding criminal law is essential for maintaining justice and
ensuring peace in any society. Each country has its laws and legal
systems,...

https://bookshelfspot.com/Sonic%20Possible%20Worlds%20Hearing%20The%20Continuum%20Of%20Sound.pdf
https://bookshelfspot.com/Sonic%20Possible%20Worlds%20Hearing%20The%20Continuum%20Of%20Sound.pdf
https://bookshelfspot.com/Enforcing%20International%20Maritime%20Legislation%20On%20Air%20Pollution%20Through%20UNCLOS.pdf
https://bookshelfspot.com/Enforcing%20International%20Maritime%20Legislation%20On%20Air%20Pollution%20Through%20UNCLOS.pdf
https://bookshelfspot.com/Access%20To%20Justice%20And%20The%20UN%20Convention%20On%20The%20Rights%20Of%20Persons%20With%20Disabilities.pdf?k=enh5TThEWHFEUFZpeGYrTHRvTUIvWFpVMGltR0NBK0FieXZyeCsxMHBOR1htWHVERWRTaDJ1aWk3aWxqV1VjQi9BZHVJeEUvemxBU1pwRlBRSFByODVWMUoxeU02Z1JxTDFjaFVPZzhWTkVvWitKVS9FbnpSaFJqZm94NitJdmdYTDFVVTg0QjdiSTNYYVRWRGNTZTZBPT0=:f4
https://bookshelfspot.com/Access%20To%20Justice%20And%20The%20UN%20Convention%20On%20The%20Rights%20Of%20Persons%20With%20Disabilities.pdf?k=enh5TThEWHFEUFZpeGYrTHRvTUIvWFpVMGltR0NBK0FieXZyeCsxMHBOR1htWHVERWRTaDJ1aWk3aWxqV1VjQi9BZHVJeEUvemxBU1pwRlBRSFByODVWMUoxeU02Z1JxTDFjaFVPZzhWTkVvWitKVS9FbnpSaFJqZm94NitJdmdYTDFVVTg0QjdiSTNYYVRWRGNTZTZBPT0=:f4
https://bookshelfspot.com/Criminal%20Law%20A%20Comparative%20Approach%20-%20Understanding%20Legal%20Systems%20Worldwide.pdf?k=cUl2US8zZUJUUnpBRFgrSmMvbG9VYVpRMldDNHdZdmRNL3F0TG9VWjZMODF5d3lyQjRIRVNPeWozYU1TMlR2Uw==:f4
https://bookshelfspot.com/Criminal%20Law%20A%20Comparative%20Approach%20-%20Understanding%20Legal%20Systems%20Worldwide.pdf?k=cUl2US8zZUJUUnpBRFgrSmMvbG9VYVpRMldDNHdZdmRNL3F0TG9VWjZMODF5d3lyQjRIRVNPeWozYU1TMlR2Uw==:f4


Law, State, and Religion in Bosnia and
Herzegovina: ICLARS on Law and Religion
The complex relationship between law, state, and religion in Bosnia and
Herzegovina is a topic of great significance, attracting the attention of
scholars,...

Twenty One Mental Models That Can Change
Policing
"Mental models are how we understand the world. Not only do they
shape what we think and how we understand, but they shape the
connections and opportunities that we...

disabled justice access to justice and the un convention on the rights of persons with disabilities

https://bookshelfspot.com/Law%2C%20State%2C%20and%20Religion%20in%20Bosnia%20and%20Herzegovina%20ICLARS%20on%20Law%20and%20Religion.pdf?k=V2puSTlkNGxzOG8rWUhnWjNEV3VQWjJpTGJHclpQY3JwQ0hqYjdZblRqRTJ3MDFWcy9NTS9CTU9oTEkxMzE1dEpoTjJObFdkMDlrQ0VDaWpob0NuYnZpUHU5akMzOTJ1UDdvc2h5cDZrUWM9:f4
https://bookshelfspot.com/Law%2C%20State%2C%20and%20Religion%20in%20Bosnia%20and%20Herzegovina%20ICLARS%20on%20Law%20and%20Religion.pdf?k=V2puSTlkNGxzOG8rWUhnWjNEV3VQWjJpTGJHclpQY3JwQ0hqYjdZblRqRTJ3MDFWcy9NTS9CTU9oTEkxMzE1dEpoTjJObFdkMDlrQ0VDaWpob0NuYnZpUHU5akMzOTJ1UDdvc2h5cDZrUWM9:f4
https://bookshelfspot.com/Twenty%20One%20Mental%20Models%20That%20Can%20Change%20Policing.pdf?k=dmFEZ3g1YlJNcHoxMWprMnJJVU5LRDVhM05TS2JBRnljUXg1cFNpYzlqcTU2RlM1eDN5dkp4RDZMeGVKZXNpb3NHeG44TnJEakRPbitzb0lqMUdXWVV6d0NJb29vVjJuTmRYQ0FFR0xDTnc0S3JndjMvbk5mQ3RxWFhDYS9ZSW1IQ2ZZemttVXZsaC9mWHhmYTBLMW1iNWpwaGRzTW83VERHL1lpb3k4cUp1MmNmdXlWZElVTmE2dmtJNUtZbitzWDdYTmZQSXRTNzhRSWoxWm1UZ1l3OFhDTVgyK1VDcnU2ajBnRlZlU0syMD0=:f4
https://bookshelfspot.com/Twenty%20One%20Mental%20Models%20That%20Can%20Change%20Policing.pdf?k=dmFEZ3g1YlJNcHoxMWprMnJJVU5LRDVhM05TS2JBRnljUXg1cFNpYzlqcTU2RlM1eDN5dkp4RDZMeGVKZXNpb3NHeG44TnJEakRPbitzb0lqMUdXWVV6d0NJb29vVjJuTmRYQ0FFR0xDTnc0S3JndjMvbk5mQ3RxWFhDYS9ZSW1IQ2ZZemttVXZsaC9mWHhmYTBLMW1iNWpwaGRzTW83VERHL1lpb3k4cUp1MmNmdXlWZElVTmE2dmtJNUtZbitzWDdYTmZQSXRTNzhRSWoxWm1UZ1l3OFhDTVgyK1VDcnU2ajBnRlZlU0syMD0=:f4

