
Alan Dershowitz's Senate Argument Against
Impeachment: A Heroic Stand for
Constitutional Integrity
Alan Dershowitz, the renowned legal scholar, and Harvard Law professor,
recently made a compelling argument against the impeachment of President
Donald Trump in the United States Senate. In a passionate and thought-
provoking address, Dershowitz outlined the constitutional framework that should
guide senators in their decision-making process.

With the impeachment trial gripping the nation's attention, Dershowitz's
arguments have generated significant discussion and debate. His stance
challenges the prevailing narrative and raises vital questions about the role of
impeachment in a democratic society.

The Essence of Dershowitz's Argument

Dershowitz contends that for an action to be impeachable, it must meet the
criteria of a criminal offense outlined in the United States Constitution. His
emphasis on criminality as a prerequisite for impeachment sets him apart from
many legal experts who argue that impeachment is a political process and need
not be limited to criminal acts.
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According to Dershowitz, abuse of power, while objectionable, does not rise to
the level of impeachable offense unless it is accompanied by a criminal act. He
asserts that employing the impeachment power solely on the basis of abuse of
power would dangerously expand its scope and undermine the constitutional
integrity of the process.

This argument challenges the popular sentiment surrounding President Trump's
impeachment, which largely rests on allegations of abuse of power related to the
Ukraine scandal. Dershowitz maintains that without the occurrence of an actual
criminal offense, the impeachment proceedings lack constitutional legitimacy.

The Historical Context of Dershowitz's Argument

Dershowitz's argument draws from historical evidence and reflects the framers'
intentions when crafting the impeachment clause. He points out that during the
Constitutional Convention, the framers explicitly considered including
"maladministration" as an impeachable offense but ultimately rejected the term.

Instead, they settled on "treason, bribery, or other high crimes and
misdemeanors" as the grounds for impeachment. Dershowitz argues that the
framers intentionally restricted impeachment to criminal acts, emphasizing the
importance of legal limits and due process to protect against the abuse of the
impeachment power for political purposes.
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Examining previous impeachment cases, Dershowitz asserts that historical
precedent supports his interpretation. He contends that past impeachments,
including those of President Andrew Johnson and President Bill Clinton, were
based on clearly identifiable criminal acts, establishing a consistent standard that
continues to resonate throughout American history.

The Significance of Dershowitz's Argument

By presenting his argument to the Senate, Dershowitz aims to establish a
precedent that guards against the erosion of constitutional boundaries. He warns
against allowing partisan motives to drive the impeachment process, urging
senators to uphold the rule of law even when faced with highly charged political
circumstances.

While his argument has sparked controversy, Dershowitz's contribution serves as
a reminder of the importance of independent legal interpretation and adherence
to constitutional principles. Regardless of political affiliations, his words challenge
all Americans to consider the long-term implications of weaponizing impeachment
as a political tool.

The Reaction to Dershowitz's Argument

As expected, Dershowitz's argument has ignited a fierce debate among legal
scholars, politicians, and the general public. Many who support the impeachment
proceedings view his interpretation as overly narrow and an attempt to shield
President Trump from accountability.

Others, however, applaud Dershowitz's courage in taking a principled stand
against what they perceive as an abuse of the impeachment power for political
purposes. They see his argument as an essential counterbalance to the



prevailing sentiment and highlight the vital importance of preserving constitutional
integrity in the face of heated partisan battles.

In

Alan Dershowitz's Senate argument against impeachment sparks crucial
conversations about the constitutional limits of impeachment and the significance
of legal interpretation in a highly charged political climate. His emphasis on
criminality as a prerequisite for the impeachment process challenges
conventional notions and highlights the need for principled discussions guided by
historical context.

While it remains to be seen how Dershowitz's arguments will influence the
Senate's ultimate decision, his contributions offer a valuable perspective that
invites us to critically examine the scope and potential consequences of
impeachment. As citizens, it is incumbent upon us to engage in informed
discussions that transcend partisan narratives and prioritize the fundamental
constitutional principles upon which our democracy stands.
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“Maybe the question isn’t what happened to Alan Dershowitz. Maybe it’s what
happened to everyone else.”—PoliticoIn Defending the Constitution, Alan
Dershowitz—New York Times bestselling author and one of America’s most
respected legal scholars—makes an impassioned constitutional argument against
the impeachment of President Donald Trump, just as he delivered it to the United
States Senate. Alan Dershowitz has been called “one of the most prominent and
consistent defenders of civil liberties in America” by Politico and “the nation’s
most peripatetic civil liberties lawyer and one of its most distinguished defenders
of individual rights” by Newsweek. Yet he has come under intense criticism fire for
applying those same principles, and his famed “shoe-on-the-other-foot test,” to
Donald Trump, especially after arguing on the president’s behalf before the U.S.
Senate as it deliberated impeachment.Defending the Constitution seeks to
refocus the debate over impeachment to the same standard that Dershowitz has
upheld for decades: the law of the United States of America, as established by
the Constitution. Citing legal examples from a long lineage of distinguished
judges and attorneys, and examining the impeachment language in the
Constitution itself, Dershowitz proves—first to the U.S. Senate, and now to
readers everywhere—that President Trump should not have been impeached,
and certainly should not be removed, for causes that do not meet the standards
laid out by the founding fathers. This book is Alan Dershowitz’s argument for a
return to nonpartisan judgment based on the Constitution, for a preservation of
the separation of powers and the checks and balances that make American
government great. It is essential reading for anyone interested in or concerned
about the impeachment of President Trump, and for everyone who cares about
the future of U.S. government and society.
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