
An Inside History Of The Mall: Unveiling the
Secrets Behind the Iconic Destination
The mall. A bustling utopia where dreams are made, fashion trends are set, and
memories are created. But have you ever wondered about the fascinating history
that lies behind these colossal shopping complexes?

In this article, we will take you on a journey through time as we explore the birth
of the mall, its evolution, and the societal impact it has had on our lives. Brace
yourself for a captivating insider's perspective into the mall's rise to popularity and
how it has become an integral part of our culture.

The Birth of the Mall

Before malls existed, shopping was a vastly different experience. People would
visit small downtown shops or local markets to purchase their goods. But all of
this changed with the opening of the First National Bank Plaza in Minneapolis in
1956. This multi-level shopping center revolutionized the retail industry and
sparked a nationwide mall-building frenzy.
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Soon, malls began popping up all over the country, each offering a unique blend
of retail stores, restaurants, and entertainment venues. These large complexes
were designed to be a one-stop destination for all consumer needs.

The Mall Phenomenon: A Cultural Shift

As more and more malls opened, they became more than just shopping
destinations; they became cultural hubs. Malls became places for teenagers to
hang out, families to spend quality time together, and communities to connect.

With the rise of malls came the birth of iconic mall culture. We saw the
emergence of food courts, where people could indulge in a variety of culinary
delights, and movie theaters that provided entertainment for all ages. Malls also
hosted special events and fashion shows, bringing glamour and excitement to the
lives of shoppers.

Shopping at the Mall: The Retail Renaissance

One of the primary reasons malls gained popularity was their diverse range of
stores. From luxury brands to affordable fashion, malls offered something for
everyone. Big-name department stores set up shop alongside small specialty
boutiques, creating an unparalleled shopping experience.

Moreover, the mall introduced a new level of convenience. Consumers no longer
had to travel from store to store; everything they needed was conveniently
located within the sprawling complex. This easy accessibility and convenience led
to the rise of impulse buying, contributing to the success of stores located in
malls.
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The Mall's Downfall: Online Shopping

Despite their initial success, malls faced a significant challenge in the 21st
century: online shopping. With the advent of e-commerce giants like Amazon,
traditional brick-and-mortar retailers started to lose their customer base.

The ease and convenience of online shopping, coupled with the ability to find
competitive prices, enticed consumers away from the mall. This shift in consumer
behavior led to the closure of many struggling malls and challenged the survival
of others.

The Mall of Tomorrow: Adapting to the Digital Age

In order to survive and thrive, malls have had to adapt to the digital age. Many
malls have transformed their spaces into mixed-use destinations, offering more
than just shopping. They have integrated elements like coworking spaces, fitness
centers, and even residential areas.

The mall of tomorrow is not just a shopping center; it is a community hub that
caters to the evolving needs of consumers. With the rise of experiential retail,
malls are incorporating interactive technologies, pop-up stores, and events that
create a memorable and immersive shopping experience.

The Future of Malls

Despite the challenges they face, malls still have a place in our society. They
continue to evolve and adapt, reaffirming their relevance in today's world. While
the concept of the mall may change, its core purpose of providing a gathering
place and offering a wide array of goods and services will always remain.

So, the next time you visit a mall, take a moment to appreciate the rich history
that lies within its walls. The mall is not just a place to shop; it is a testament to



the ever-changing nature of our society and the way we consume.
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A portrait--by turns celebratory, skeptical, and surprisingly moving--of one of
America's most iconic institutions, from an author who “might be the most
influential design critic writing now” (LARB).

Few places have been as nostalgized, or as maligned, as malls. Since their birth
in the 1950s, they have loomed large as temples of commerce, the agora of the
suburbs. In their prime, they proved a powerful draw for creative thinkers such as
Joan Didion, Ray Bradbury, and George Romero, who understood the mall's
appeal as both critics and consumers. Yet today, amid the aftershocks of financial
crises and a global pandemic, as well as the rise of online retail, the dystopian
husk of an abandoned shopping center has become one of our era's defining
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images. Conventional wisdom holds that the mall is dead. But what was the mall,
really? And have rumors of its demise been greatly exaggerated?

In her acclaimed The Design of Childhood, Alexandra Lange uncovered the
histories of toys, classrooms, and playgrounds. She now turns her sharp eye to
another subject we only think we know. She chronicles postwar architects' and
merchants' invention of the mall, revealing how the design of these marketplaces
played an integral role in their cultural ascent. In Lange's perceptive account, the
mall becomes newly strange and rich with contradiction: Malls are environments
of both freedom and exclusion--of consumerism, but also of community. Meet Me
by the Fountain is a highly entertaining and evocative promenade through the
mall's story of rise, fall, and ongoing reinvention, for readers of any generation.
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