Art Deco Mailboxes: An lllustrated Design
History

Are you a fan of unique and eye-catching designs? Do you appreciate the beauty
of Art Deco architecture and décor? If so, then you'll surely be captivated by the
stunning world of Art Deco mailboxes. In this article, we'll take a deep dive into
the history and evolution of these iconic mailboxes, showcasing their remarkable

designs that have stood the test of time.

What is Art Deco?

Art Deco is an influential design style that emerged in the 1920s and 1930s.
Known for its bold geometric shapes, luxurious materials, and sharp lines, Art
Deco quickly became a popular movement across various art forms, including

architecture, fashion, and furniture design.

One of the areas where Art Deco truly shines is in the realm of industrial design,
where functionality meets aesthetics in perfect harmony. This is where Art Deco

mailboxes come into play, transforming an everyday object into a work of art.
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The Evolution of Art Deco Mailboxes

The earliest examples of Art Deco mailboxes can be traced back to the 1920s,
not long after the movement's birth. These mailboxes often featured symmetrical

designs, geometric patterns, and intricate details.

As the Art Deco movement gained momentum, more daring and innovative
designs began to emerge. Mailbox manufacturers experimented with different
shapes, materials, and colors, pushing the boundaries of traditional design. From
sleek and streamlined styles to ornate and lavish designs, Art Deco mailboxes

showcased the artistic diversity within the movement.

One notable feature of Art Deco mailboxes is their ability to incorporate motifs
from various cultures and time periods. Egyptian, Mayan, and Aztec influences
can often be seen in the intricate carvings and embossments found on these
mailboxes. This fusion of different design elements adds a layer of depth and

richness to the overall aesthetic.

A Visual Journey Through Art Deco Mailbox Designs

Let's take a closer look at some of the iconic Art Deco mailbox designs that have
captured the hearts of collectors and design enthusiasts alike.

1. The Streamline Moderne Mailbox

This sleek and aerodynamic mailbox design perfectly represents the streamlined
aesthetic that was prevalent during the Art Deco period. With its curved lines and

polished surfaces, this mailbox exudes elegance while emphasizing functionality.



2. The Zigzag Embossed Mailbox

This unique mailbox design features embossed zigzag patterns inspired by the
angular geometries of the Art Deco movement. The sharp lines and bold textures

give this mailbox a distinctive and modern look.
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3. The Opulent Brass Mailbox

For those who appreciate luxury and extravagance, the opulent brass mailbox is
a must-have. Adorned with intricate engravings and made from high-quality

brass, this mailbox is a true showcase of Art Deco opulence.
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These are just a few examples of the breathtaking Art Deco mailbox designs that
have left a lasting impression. As a collector or art lover, having one of these
unique mailboxes can not only add a touch of elegance to your home but also

serve as a testament to the enduring legacy of the Art Deco movement.

Art Deco mailboxes represent a fascinating convergence of style and

functionality. With their daring designs and attention to detail, they continue to
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captivate the hearts of art enthusiasts and collectors around the world. Whether
you're a fan of Art Deco or simply intrigued by unique designs, exploring the world

of Art Deco mailboxes will undoubtedly leave you inspired.

So, why settle for a dull and ordinary mailbox when you can add a touch of Art
Deco splendor to your everyday life? Embrace the elegance, beauty, and history

of Art Deco mailboxes, and let them transform your mailbox into a functional work

of art!
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A great gift book for lovers of unsung urban decorative art and unique

architectural details.

Mailboxes and their chutes were once as essential to the operation of any major
hotel, office, civic, or residential building as the front door. In time they developed
a decorative role, in a range of styles and materials, and as American art deco
architecture flourished in the 1920s and 1930s they became focal points in
landmark buildings and public spaces: the GE Building, Grand Central Terminal,
the Woolworth Building, 29 Broadway, the St. Regis Hotel, York & Sawyer’s

Salmon Tower, the Waldorf Astoria, and many more.
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While many mailboxes have been removed, forgotten, disused, or painted over
(and occasionally repurposed), others are still in use, are polished daily, and hold

a place of pride in lobbies throughout the country.

A full-color photographic survey of beautiful early mailboxes, highlighting those of
the grand art deco period, together with a brief history of the innovative mailbox-
and-chute system patented in 1883 by James Cutler of Rochester, New York, Art
Deco Mailboxes features dozens of the best examples of this beloved, dynamic
design’s realization in the mailboxes of New York City as well as Chicago,

Philadelphia, Indianapolis, Cincinnati, and beyond.
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