
Astonishing Revelations about Nipper Read:
The Man Who Nicked The Krays
Are you ready to unveil the incredible story behind the man who took down the
notorious Kray twins? In this article, we dive deep into the life and career of
Leonard "Nipper" Read, the detective superintendent who was instrumental in
bringing the Krays to justice.

The Rise of the Krays

Before we delve into Nipper Read's fascinating journey, let's take a trip back to
the grimy streets of East London in the 1960s. The Krays, Ronnie and Reggie,
ruled the criminal underworld with an iron fist. Known for their brutal actions and a
reign of terror, they effortlessly eluded the grasps of the law.

But then came Nipper Read, the relentless detective who made it his mission to
bring the Krays down. With his unwavering determination and exceptional
investigative skills, Nipper began piecing together the puzzle that would
eventually lead to the downfall of the notorious gangsters.
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The Beginnings of Nipper Read's Journey

Leonard "Nipper" Read was born on July 31, 1935, in Watford, England. From a
young age, he exhibited remarkable intelligence and a keen interest in solving
puzzles. His uncanny ability to analyze complex situations led Nipper to join the
police force at a tender age.

Throughout his career, Nipper became a legend in the Metropolitan Police,
earning a reputation as a no-nonsense officer who would stop at nothing to bring
criminals to justice. His sharp instincts and uncompromising dedication soon
caught the attention of his superiors, and he was assigned to tackle some of the
most challenging cases in London's history.

Cracking the Kray Empire

In the summer of 1964, Nipper Read was assigned to head the investigation into
the Krays' criminal activities. While the general public whispered in fear, Nipper
saw an opportunity to make a true difference. He meticulously gathered evidence
and covertly infiltrated the Kray Empire, disguising himself as a corrupt officer
who could aid in their illegal endeavors.

Nipper's cunning strategy allowed him to gather invaluable insight into the Krays'
operations, acquainting him with their inner circle. By carefully biding his time,
Nipper uncovered a myriad of illicit activities, ranging from extortion and
racketeering to their involvement in organized crime.

The Final Showdown
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Nipper Read's long-term undercover work continued until May 8, 1968, when he
finally had gathered enough evidence to bring the Krays to justice. With a well-
prepared case, Nipper orchestrated a massive raid that resulted in the arrest of
both Ronnie and Reggie Kray.

It was a momentous occasion that shook the criminal world and brought relief to
the innocent victims of the Krays' reign of terror. Nipper's unwavering dedication
and relentless pursuit of justice had paid off.

Nipper Read's Legacy

Following his successful takedown of the Krays, Nipper Read's name became
synonymous with fearless pursuit of justice. He received numerous accolades
and recognition for his exceptional contributions to law enforcement. Nipper was
hailed as a national hero whose bravery inspired generations of police officers.

Throughout the years, Nipper Read shared his experiences and knowledge with
aspiring detectives, ensuring that his legacy would live on. His memoir, "The Man
Who Nicked The Krays," provided a gripping account of his mission to bring down
the infamous duo.

A Remarkable Journey

In , Nipper Read's journey from an ambitious young detective to the man who
toppled the Krays remains an astonishing chapter in law enforcement history. His
relentless pursuit of justice and determination to protect the innocent captivates
the imagination.

Leonard "Nipper" Read's legacy will forever be etched in the annals of crime-
fighting, his unwavering commitment serving as a shining example to future



generations. The story of the man who nicked the Krays will continue to fascinate
and inspire for years to come.
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Just after 7p.m. on Tuesday 4 March, 1969, the jurors filed back into the Old
Bailey courtroom to give their verdict on Ronald Kray. The word ‘guilty’ brought to
a triumphant the months of hard work put in by Leonard ‘Nipper’ Read and his
team.

In 1964 Read was invited to put together a team to ‘have a go’ at the Krays. Here
he charts his extraordinary investigation, from the first time he saw Ronald in a
pub on the Whitechapel Road – where he turned up flanked by minders – to the
brothers’ eventual arrest in May 1968 and their sensational trial.

Nipper Read is the enthralling story of the life of a London detective. It is a tale
teeming with the names that defined the era: Billy Hill, Jack Spot, Frank Mitchell
and ‘Mad’ Frankie Fraser; porn dealers like James Humphries; and police officers
such as Ernie ‘Hooter’ Millen.
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Praise for Nipper Read:

A tasty dish … a tribute to the author’s frankness and his co-author’s skill -
Independent

‘Vividly described’ - Daily Telegraph

A former criminal lawyer, James Morton is the author of more than twenty books
including the Gangland series. He has also co-written books with the police
officer responsible for the conviction of the Krays, Leonard Read (Nipper); and
the gangster Frankie Fraser (Mad Frank’s Britain).
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