Augustus Toplady: The Resilient Preacher
Who Shaped Hymnody

BITESIZE BIOGRAPHIES
AUGUSTUS

TOPLADY

DOUGLAS BOND

In the annals of Christian history, few individuals have left such a profound impact
on both the pulpit and the world of hymnody as Augustus Montague Toplady. This

English Anglican clergyman and hymn writer, born on November 4, 1740,
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captured the hearts of believers through his theological acumen, passionate

preaching, and timeless compositions.

A Passion for Proclamation

From an early age, Toplady exhibited a fervent zeal for matters of faith. Growing
up in Farnham, Surrey, he developed a deep commitment to the Anglican Church
and a desire to follow in the footsteps of his father, Richard Toplady, who was

also a clergyman.
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As he matured, Toplady's conviction became more pronounced, and his gifts for
preaching began to emerge. At the age of 16, he delivered his first sermon,
displaying an exceptional ability to communicate complex theological concepts
with clarity and persuasion. This early success laid the foundation for a fruitful

career in ministry.

The Hymn that Resonated Across Centuries
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One of Toplady's most enduring contributions to Christianity was his composition
of the beloved hymn "Rock of Ages." Inspired by a vivid personal encounter on
the cliffs of Burrington Combe in Somerset, Toplady penned the iconic words that

would resonate with countless souls for generations to come.

The alt attribute: Augustus Toplady's handwritten lyrics to "Rock of Ages" image.

Rock of Ages s
Augustus Toplady, 1776.
Thomas Hastings, 1830.

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee;

Let the water and the blood,

From Thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;

Save from wrath and make me pure.

Not the labor of my hands

Can fulfill Thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,

All for sin could not atone;

Thou must save, and Thou alone.

Nothing in my hand | bring,
Simply to the cross | cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless look to Thee for grace;
Foul, | to the fountain fly;

Wash me, Savior, or | die.

While | draw this fleeting breath,

When mine eyes shall close in death,
[originally When my eye-strings break in death]
When | soar to worlds unknown,

See Thee on Thy judgment throne,

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee.
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The hymn's profound recognition of humanity's dire need for God's mercy
touched the hearts of listeners worldwide. With lyrics that poignantly proclaimed,
"Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee," Toplady invited all to find

solace and safety in the steadfast love of Christ.

Controversy and Resilience

Throughout his life, Toplady faced numerous challenges and controversies, but
he remained unyielding in his commitment to biblical truth. He publicly debated
prominent figures such as John Wesley, steadfastly defending the doctrines of

grace and emphasizing the sovereignty of God in salvation.

Despite enduring personal health problems, financial struggles, and opposition
from theological opponents, Toplady's resilience never wavered. His unwavering
dedication to proclaiming the Gospel compelled him to boldly confront the
prevailing religious climate and offer spiritual nourishment to those hungering for
truth.

A Legacy that Endures

Augustus Toplady's impact on hymnody and Christian theology continues to
resonate to this day. His devotional writings and hymns, including "Rock of Ages"
and "Object of My First Desire," serve as timeless reminders of God's grace and

the eternal hope found in Christ.

Alt attribute: A statue of Augustus Toplady commemorating his contributions to

hymnody.



Through his unwavering commitment to the truth and his passion for proclaiming
the Gospel, Toplady remains an inspiration for believers and musicians alike. His
ability to articulate profound theological concepts in accessible language and set

them to music has left an indelible mark on the world of hymnody.

The life and ministry of Augustus Montague Toplady are a testament to the power

of resilience and unwavering faith. As a gifted preacher and hymn writer, he used
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his talents to bring glory to God and point people to the hope found in Christ.

Toplady's legacy continues to inspire and challenge us to this day. His hymns,
characterized by their theological depth and emotional resonance, serve as a

lasting reminder of the transformative power of the Gospel.

Whether you find solace in the words of "Rock of Ages" or are moved by
Toplady's unwavering commitment to biblical truth, there is no denying the impact

of this remarkable servant of God.
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What is one to make of a man described as ‘strangely compounded, peculiarly
constituted, and oddly framed’? It conjures up in the mind an image of
Stevenson’s Mr. Hyde, or Shelley’s Frankenstein, or Hugo’s Quasimodo. But such
is J. C. Ryle’s (1816-1900) description of Augustus Montague Toplady (1740-
1778), author of what has been called the best-loved English hymn.

One wonders why someone would bother writing a biography — or reading one

— about a strange, peculiar, odd person. Nevertheless, Ryle declared that no
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account of Christianity in England in the 18th century would be complete without

featuring the remarkable Toplady.

Bond says that the purpose of the book is to 'pull back the shroud that has
covered Toplady, to unmask the caricature that has shaped his memory as merely
a raw-boned and harsh controversialist'. The reader is shown what we can learn

from Toplady for today.

‘We all know ‘Rock of Ages’, but if you want to learn about the man behind the
hymn, and the grace that made him sing, | highly recommend this new book by
Douglas Bond. He does a great job of introducing us to Toplady, an important, but
often overlooked and misunderstood gure in church history.’

Rev. Kevin Twit RUF Campus Minister and Founder of Indelible Grace Music.

‘Douglas Bond has an engaging style of writing that brings his subject to life. This
book will open windows of insight in how to stand rm in your faith despite ridicule,
poverty, health challenges, and the ood of popular cultural. Inspired to strive for a
closer walk with the Lord, | can highly recommend this and other books by
Douglas Bond.’

Vince Treadway MM, Director of Music Ministries, First Presbyterian Church of
Lake Wales, Florida.

‘| vividly recall the sweetness and joy of Toplady’s diary when | rst read it more
than twenty years ago now. Doug Bond has ably captured the man and his faith
in this brief bio. Warmly recommended!’

Michael Harkin.

Douglas Bond lives in Washington State and is an elder in the Presbyterian

Church in America. He teaches English and history at Covenant High School, and



was awarded the regional Teacher Award for teaching young people how to write.

He lectures on church history and leads study tours to Europe.
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