
Being Ahmadi Muslim In The Holy City Of
Qadian

Qadian, a small town in the Indian state of Punjab, holds great historical and
spiritual significance for Ahmadi Muslims around the world. It is the birthplace of
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, and is
considered a holy city for Ahmadis.

The History of Qadian

Qadian was chosen by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as the center of the Ahmadiyya
Community in 1889. He believed that it was divinely destined to be the place
where his mission would prosper. The town has since become a hub for Ahmadi
Muslims and a symbol of their faith.
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Despite its small size, Qadian attracts thousands of Ahmadi Muslims from all over
the world who come to visit the holy sites and connect with their spiritual roots.
The city is home to various mosques, including Masjid Aqsa, Masjid Nur, and
Masjid Mubarak, where Ahmadis gather for prayers, religious ceremonies, and
spiritual guidance.

Living as an Ahmadi Muslim in Qadian

Being an Ahmadi Muslim in Qadian offers a unique experience. The atmosphere
is filled with a sense of unity, devotion, and religious fervor. Ahmadis living in
Qadian feel a strong connection to their faith and are dedicated to upholding its
principles.

Ahmadis in Qadian actively participate in community service and charitable
activities. They work towards promoting peace, love, and understanding among
different religious communities. The teachings of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,
emphasizing the importance of serving humanity, are put into practice in various
social welfare projects carried out by the community.
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Living in the holy city of Qadian also means being surrounded by other like-
minded individuals who share a common vision and mission. The sense of
belongingness and unity among Ahmadi Muslims is palpable. They support each
other in times of need, celebrate religious festivals together, and engage in
intellectual discussions to deepen their understanding of Islam.

The Challenges Faced by Ahmadi Muslims

Despite the religious harmony and unity within the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
in Qadian, Ahmadis face challenges in various parts of the world due to their
beliefs. The theological differences between Ahmadis and mainstream Muslims
have led to persecution in some countries, where Ahmadis are considered non-
Muslims.

This discrimination and persecution extend beyond geographic boundaries and
affect Ahmadis on a global scale. However, in Qadian, Ahmadis can freely
practice their faith without the fear of persecution, ensuring a safe haven for
believers.

Preserving the Legacy of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

Qadian serves as a constant reminder of the profound impact Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad had on the world of Islam. The city is not only a pilgrimage site for
Ahmadis but also a beacon of inspiration for those who wish to understand the
Ahmadiyya movement and the teachings of its founder.

Ahmadis in Qadian work diligently to preserve the teachings and legacy of Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad. They study his writings, engage in theological discussions, and
actively participate in religious seminars and conferences. This commitment
ensures that the rich heritage of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community remains alive
and continues to inspire future generations.



Being an Ahmadi Muslim in the holy city of Qadian offers a unique and spiritual
experience. The close-knit community, the historical significance, and the
devotion to the teachings of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad all contribute to a profound
sense of belongingness. Despite the challenges faced by Ahmadis in various
parts of the world, Qadian stands as a symbol of religious freedom and unity for
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. It is a place where faith is nurtured, and the
legacy of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is cherished.
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How do you prove that you're Muslim?

This is not a question that most believers ever have to ask themselves, and yet
for members of India's Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, it poses an existential
challenge. The Ahmadis are the minority of a minority—people for whom simply
being Muslim is a challenge. They must constantly ask the question: What
evidence could ever be sufficient to prove that I belong to the faith?
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In Far from the Caliph's Gaze Nicholas H. A. Evans explores how a need to
respond to this question shapes the lives of Ahmadis in Qadian in northern India.
Qadian was the birthplace of the Ahmadiyya community's founder, and it remains
a location of huge spiritual importance for members of the community around the
world. Nonetheless, it has been physically separated from the Ahmadis' spiritual
leader—the caliph—since partition, and the believers who live there now and act
as its guardians must confront daily the reality of this separation even while
attempting to make their Muslimness verifiable.

By exploring the centrality of this separation to the ethics of everyday life in
Qadian, Far from the Caliph's Gaze presents a new model for the academic study
of religious doubt, one that is not premised on a concept of belief but instead
captures the richness with which people might experience problematic
relationships to truth.
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