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Throughout history, countless individuals have made significant contributions
towards the progress and development of their nations. One such hidden figure is
Black Sam Fraunces, an African-American spy who played a crucial role during
the Revolutionary War. Despite being a lesser-known figure, his contributions and
sacrifices have helped shape the nation we know today. So, let's delve into the
fascinating life of Black Sam Fraunces, the Revolutionary War spy who made a
difference.
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The Early Life of Black Sam Fraunces

Samuel Fraunces, popularly known as Black Sam, was born in the West Indies in
1722. Not much is known about his early life, but historical records indicate that
he was of African descent. He arrived in America in the mid-18th century,
eventually settling in New York City.

Despite facing prevalent racism and discrimination during that era, Black Sam
Fraunces managed to establish himself as a respected figure in the local
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community. His intelligence, wit, and charm gained him popularity among both the
African-American and White communities.

Black Sam Fraunces: The Owner of Fraunces Tavern

One of the most notable aspects of Black Sam Fraunces' life is his ownership of
the historic Fraunces Tavern in New York City. In 1762, he acquired the building
and transformed it into a tavern. This establishment soon became a popular
gathering place for influential figures, including politicians, military officers, and
even British loyalists.

Fraunces Tavern quickly became a hub for political discussions, providing Black
Sam with a unique opportunity to gather valuable intelligence. As an astute
observer and an excellent listener, he overheard conversations that often
contained sensitive information about the British armies, American revolutionary
movements, and key figures on both sides.

Recognizing the strategic value of this information, Black Sam Fraunces became
an active informant, secretly relaying crucial intelligence to the Continental Army.
His role as a spy played a significant part in shaping the outcome of the
Revolutionary War.

The Revolutionary War Spy

As a well-respected tavern owner, Black Sam Fraunces, disguised as a loyalist,
interacted with numerous British officers and soldiers. Under the façade of an
ordinary conversation, he skillfully extracted vital military plans, troop movements,
and other critical information. He ensured that all the gathered intelligence
reached the right hands within the Continental Army.



Black Sam's contributions were not limited to espionage alone. He also assisted
in coordinating secret meetings between American patriots and influential figures
actively working towards American independence. His ability to blend in with
diverse groups and form connections with people from all walks of life facilitated
these discreet interactions.

Moreover, Black Sam Fraunces aided American prisoners of war during the
British occupation of New York City. He provided refuge, food, and gathered
information about potential escape routes and rescue missions, aiding in the
liberation of numerous American soldiers.

The Post-War Years and Legacy

After the Revolutionary War ended, Black Sam Fraunces continued to run the
Fraunces Tavern, which became an even more important venue for post-war
gatherings. Notably, it was at Fraunces Tavern that George Washington bid
farewell to his officers in 1783, marking the end of the Revolutionary War.

Although Black Sam Fraunces led an adventurous life full of risks, he faced
constant challenges due to the prevailing racial norms. Discrimination and social
barriers denied him the recognition and appreciation that his contributions
deserved.

Black Sam passed away in 1795, leaving behind a legacy that serves as a
reminder of the invaluable role played by African-Americans during the American
Revolution. The Fraunces Tavern, which is still functioning today as a museum
and restaurant, stands as a tribute to his remarkable life and accomplishments.

The Hidden Hero



Black Sam Fraunces, an African-American spy during the Revolutionary War,
played a significant role in helping shape America's destiny. Despite operating in
the shadows, his contributions as an informant, facilitator of secret meetings, and
aid to prisoners of war were instrumental in securing American independence.

Today, it is important to shed light on the unsung heroes like Black Sam
Fraunces, for their stories offer a broader perspective of the American Revolution
and the unsung sacrifices that made the birth of a nation possible.

So, the next time you visit Fraunces Tavern or walk through the streets of New
York City, take a moment to remember and honor the extraordinary legacy of
Black Sam Fraunces, the African-American spy who played a crucial role in the
Revolutionary War. His story deserves to be known and celebrated.
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This is a compelling saga of an ordinary man doing extraordinary things that
helped forge our nation's history.
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This deeply researched book shares riveting details of the exploits of Samuel
Fraunces who saved General Washington's life twice. It exposes the true story
behind the Poison Peas Plot to assassinate George Washington, outlines the
background of the traitorous plans of Benedict Arnold and Major Andre, explains
the hanging of Thomas Hickey and the real reason Gen. Lee disobeyed
Washington's orders, which was uncovered years later, and much more.

Samuel Fraunces became a very successful entrepreneur despite his mixed
racial background. He was married to a white woman in a slave state and his
actions during the war could have resulted in him being sold into slavery or killed
as a traitor. Despite this, he volunteered to be captured and served as Chef to the
head of the English Occupation forces. This position allowed him to feed
prisoners of war and effect several escapes. His secret life lasted 7 very long
years during which he passed critical intelligence to General Washington without
detection. Students and history buffs will appreciate details of Washington's
intelligence operations and the brave men and women of both sides in this war.
This gripping story brings out the grim realities of war and the suffering and loss
incurred.

Samuel Fraunces was the first restauranteur in America to offer meals 'a la carte'
and was well known for his exquisite cooking, baking and legendary wine
selections. Sam and his wife, Elizabeth, created a famous wax works exhibition at
their resort, Vauxhall, many years before Madame Tussaud's. Elizabeth managed
their resort, raised 7 children and taught them to read and write. She was also an
excellent cook and was a force in her own right. Elizabeth was a full partner in
their business - almost unheard of at the time. Samuel catered the peace treaty
between the United States and England and the Book of Negroes was written at
his tavern before Evacuation Day. Like most others, Samuel and his family were
left destitute after the war.



When George Washington was elected President several years later, Samuel
was asked to become the First Steward to the First President's House of the
United States where Sam, a free man of color, negotiated the often tension-
fraught relationships with the white staff and Washington's black slaves. Samuel
Fraunces established the protocols for future White House Head Ushers many of
which are still used today.
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