
Broke The Racial Consequences Of
Underfunding Public Universities

In recent years, the consequences of underfunding public universities have
become increasingly apparent. From high tuition fees to limited resources, the
effects are felt by students of all backgrounds. However, one aspect that often
goes unnoticed is the racial impact of this funding gap. The underfunding of
public universities disproportionately affects students of color, perpetuating racial
inequalities within the education system.

The Underfunding Crisis

Public universities have long been the backbone of higher education, providing
affordable and accessible learning opportunities for students across the country.
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However, in recent years, these institutions have faced severe budget cuts,
resulting in reduced faculty, limited course offerings, and outdated resources.
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While these consequences affect all students, the underfunding crisis has a
particularly profound impact on students of color. Minority students often come
from lower-income backgrounds and rely heavily on financial aid to pursue higher
education. With limited funding, public universities struggle to provide the
necessary scholarships and resources to support these students adequately.

Racial Disparities in Access

Underfunding public universities perpetuates racial disparities in access to higher
education. With limited resources, universities are forced to limit enrollment,
making it harder for students of color to gain admission. This contributes to the
persistence of racial inequalities, as minority students face additional barriers to
accessing the same educational opportunities as their White counterparts.
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Furthermore, underfunding affects the quality of education received by minority
students. With fewer faculty, courses, and resources, students of color often find
themselves in overcrowded classrooms and facing outdated curriculum. This
disparity in educational experience not only hampers their academic potential but
also reinforces stereotypes and marginalization.

The Cycle of Inequality

The consequences of underfunding public universities extend beyond the years
of academic study. Graduates from underfunded institutions often face higher
student loan debts, limited job prospects, and decreased earning potential. These
challenges disproportionately affect students of color, exacerbating the cycle of
racial inequality and economic disparity.

Without adequate financial support and resources during their college years,
students of color are often forced to take on multiple part-time jobs or prioritize
their studies over internships and extracurricular activities. This limits their ability
to network and gain practical experience, placing them at a disadvantage when
entering the job market.

Breaking the Cycle

Addressing the racial consequences of underfunding public universities requires
a multi-faceted approach. It begins with acknowledging the systemic inequalities
that have perpetuated this issue for decades. By recognizing the racial disparities
and their impact, we can start advocating for necessary changes.

Increasing funding for public universities, especially those serving a high
population of students of color, is crucial. This includes providing more
scholarships, improving infrastructure, and hiring diverse faculty members who
can create an inclusive learning environment. Additionally, greater collaboration



between universities and private organizations can help bridge the funding gap
and provide additional resources for underprivileged students.

Furthermore, policymakers must prioritize affordable higher education for all
students, regardless of their racial or socioeconomic backgrounds. This includes
reevaluating financial aid programs and making college more accessible to
students from low-income families.

The racial consequences of underfunding public universities are far-reaching and
require urgent attention. By recognizing the disparities in access and educational
experiences, we can work towards creating a more equitable education system.
Investing in higher education is not only an investment in the future of individual
students but also in the overall prosperity and well-being of our society as a
whole.
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Public research universities were previously able to provide excellent education
to white families thanks to healthy government funding. However, that funding
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has all but dried up in recent decades as historically underrepresented students
have gained greater access, and now less prestigious public universities face
major economic challenges.

In Broke, Laura T. Hamilton and Kelly Nielsen examine virtually all aspects of
campus life to show how the new economic order in public universities,
particularly at two campuses in the renowned University of California system,
affects students. For most of the twentieth century, they show, less affluent
families of color paid with their taxes for wealthy white students to attend
universities where their own offspring were not welcome. That changed as a
subset of public research universities, some quite old, opted for a “new”
approach, making racially and economically marginalized youth the lifeblood of
the university. These new universities, however, have been particularly hard hit by
austerity. To survive, they’ve had to adapt, finding new ways to secure funding
and trim costs—but ultimately it’s their students who pay the price, in decreased
services and inadequate infrastructure.

The rise of new universities is a reminder that a world-class education for all is
possible. Broke shows us how far we are from that ideal and sets out a path for
how we could get there.
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