
Building Community: Defining, Designing, &
Developing University
The concept of a university goes beyond being just an educational institution. It
serves as a foundation for building a community of individuals who share
common goals, values, and aspirations. Universities bring together diverse minds
and provide a space for collaboration, innovation, and personal growth. In this
article, we explore the various aspects of building a community within a university
setting, from defining its essence to designing and developing it as a thriving
ecosystem.

Defining the Essence of a University Community

A university community is more than just a collection of individuals pursuing
academic endeavors. It encompasses students, faculty, staff, alumni, and even
the local community. The essence of this community lies in fostering a sense of
belonging, shared purpose, and collective responsibility. It's about creating an
environment where every individual feels valued and supported in their quest for
knowledge and personal development.

In a university community, diversity plays a crucial role. It is a place where people
with different backgrounds, cultures, and perspectives come together to learn
from one another. This diversity enriches the learning experience and helps foster
an inclusive environment that prepares students for the challenges of a globalized
world.
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Designing Spaces that Nurture Community

The physical design of a university campus plays a significant role in shaping the
sense of community among its members. Creating spaces that encourage
interaction, collaboration, and socialization is essential. From open common
areas to specialized centers for research and innovation, universities need to
prioritize the design of spaces that facilitate community-building activities.

Building relationship-building spaces such as libraries, cafeterias, and
recreational areas are essential for fostering social connections. These spaces
should be inviting, comfortable, and adaptable to accommodate various activities
and gatherings. Incorporating nature elements such as green spaces and
gardens can also contribute to a sense of well-being and tranquility among
community members.

Developing Programs and Initiatives for Community Engagement

A thriving university community doesn't just emerge on its own; it requires
intentional effort and investment. Developing programs and initiatives that
encourage community engagement is crucial. These can include clubs and
organizations, volunteer opportunities, leadership development programs, and
community service projects.
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By providing avenues for involvement and participation, universities enable
students to develop interpersonal skills, gain practical experiences, and forge
lifelong friendships. Such initiatives also encourage students to become active
citizens, fostering a sense of responsibility towards the community and the planet.

Creating an Online Community

In today's digital age, building an online community is equally important.
Universities must embrace technology and provide platforms for students and
alumni to connect virtually. Social media platforms, online forums, and virtual
events can help create a sense of community beyond the physical campus
boundaries.

An online community facilitates knowledge sharing, networking, and
collaboration. It allows for continuous engagement even after graduation,
nurturing lifelong connections and professional opportunities. It also provides a
platform for discussions, debates, and the exchange of ideas, promoting
intellectual growth and critical thinking.

The Importance of Collaboration across Disciplines

Building a strong university community goes hand in hand with fostering
interdisciplinary collaboration. Breaking down the barriers between different
academic disciplines can lead to groundbreaking discoveries and innovations.
Encouraging students and faculty to engage in cross-disciplinary projects and
research can help them develop a holistic understanding of complex problems.

Collaboration across disciplines promotes diversity of thought and encourages
creative problem-solving. It prepares students to tackle real-world challenges that
require multidimensional approaches. By bringing together individuals with



different expertise, universities build a community that thrives on collaboration
and lifelong learning.

A university is more than just a place of academic learning; it is a community, a
living ecosystem where individuals come together to learn, grow, and make a
difference. Building and nurturing this community requires intentional effort,
inclusive design, and a commitment to fostering collaboration and engagement.
By defining the essence of a university community, designing spaces that foster
community-building, developing programs for engagement, embracing online
platforms, and promoting collaboration across disciplines, universities can create
a vibrant and thriving community that prepares its members for success in their
personal and professional lives.
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Beautiful, liveable, sustainable, restorative. Picture a world-class “community
model of sustainability” that sets the highest standards for master planning,
design and development, practice and operations. Picture a mountaintop
community designed, engineered, and operated specifically to benefit all of its
inhabitants for future generations. British Columbia’s UniverCity in Metro
Vancouver was conceived in the 1990s as a series of solutions for a fast-growing
academic institution located in one of the most desirable places to live in the
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world. Today, UniverCity is a thriving, full-service community of over 5,000 people
—well on its way to a population of 10,000 residents. Capitalizing on a multitude
of experiences and challenges, Building Community: Defining, Designing,
Developing UniverCity presents a thoughtful collection of key insights and
takeaways about how to make a very big impact—with a very small footprint.
UniverCity’s journey from concept to an award-winning community is described in
detail in Building Community. In an engaging and sometimes personal story of
community building, this easy-to-read, comprehensively illustrated book vividly
describes the context in which the UniverCity community has evolved. And,
perhaps most importantly, this book is a process-based guide for creating a
beautiful, functional, and affordable pedestrian-oriented community, designed for
people of all ages—one that is replicable, resilient, and will certainly be as widely
admired in 2120 as it is today.
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