Cholera And Cover Up In Post Earthquake
Haiti: The Culture And Politics Of

The devastating earthquake that struck Haiti in 2010 not only left the country in
ruins but also resulted in a deadly cholera outbreak. This article explores the
culture and politics surrounding the cover up of the cholera epidemic, illuminating

the dire situation that unfolded in post-earthquake Haiti.

Cholera is a highly contagious and potentially fatal bacterial disease that spreads
through contaminated water and food. Its rapid transmission and severe

symptoms make it a public health emergency, deserving immediate attention and

containment.
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In October 2010, mere months after the earthquake, cholera cases began to

emerge in Haiti. It was later revealed that the of the disease was due to the
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negligence of United Nations (UN) peacekeepers from Nepal, who were stationed
in a remote base near the Artibonite River. The river, a vital water source for
thousands of Haitians, became contaminated with the bacteria carried by the

peacekeepers.

Despite overwhelming evidence pointing to the UN's responsibility, the
organization initially denied any involvement and attempted to shift blame onto
local factors. This cover up not only hindered efforts to control the outbreak but
also undermined trust in the UN's ability to protect human rights and maintain

accountability.

The consequences of the cholera outbreak were disastrous. Thousands of people
died, and tens of thousands were infected. The existing healthcare infrastructure
in Haiti, already weakened by the earthquake, struggled to cope with the influx of
patients. The disease spread rapidly, affecting various regions and exacerbating

the already dire living conditions.

The culture and politics surrounding the response to the cholera outbreak reveal
deep-seated issues within both local and international institutions. The Haitian
government, reliant on foreign aid and support, faced significant pressure to
downplay the severity of the crisis in order to preserve its relationships with donor
countries. The fear of tarnishing Haiti's image led to a delay in acknowledging the

outbreak and implementing essential preventive measures.

Furthermore, the UN's initial denial and subsequent lack of accountability
highlighted the power dynamics between developing nations and international
organizations. The diplomatic immunity enjoyed by UN peacekeepers
complicated efforts to seek justice for the victims and hold responsible parties

accountable.



As the epidemic raged on, voices within Haiti and around the world mobilized to
demand justice and call for transparency. Advocacy groups, legal organizations,
and affected communities tirelessly worked to shed light on the truth and attain
reparations for the victims. International pressure on the UN eventually led to a
reluctant admission of responsibility and the establishment of a trust fund to

support cholera eradication efforts.

The cholera outbreak in post-earthquake Haiti serves as a bleak reminder of the
consequences of neglect and the urgent need for accountability in global health
crises. It laid bare the cultural and political dynamics that shape the response to

infectious diseases in vulnerable communities.

The cover up and delayed response robbed Haitian citizens of their fundamental
right to health and highlighted the need for structural changes in international
organizations. It underlined the importance of empowering local communities and

ensuring their voices are heard in decision-making processes.

In, the cholera outbreak in post-earthquake Haiti was a tragedy compounded by
a culture of cover up and political maneuvering. It exposed systemic flaws in the
response to global health crises, emphasizing the need for transparency,

accountability, and justice. Only by learning from our past mistakes can we hope

to improve and prevent similar catastrophes in the future.
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In October 2010, nine months after the massive earthquake that devastated Haiti,
a second disaster began to unfold—soon to become the world's largest cholera
epidemic in modern times. In a country that had never before reported cholera,
the epidemic mysteriously and simultaneously appeared in river communities of
central Haiti, eventually triggering nearly 800,000 cases and 9,000 deaths. What
had caused the first cases of cholera in Haiti in recorded history? Who or what
was the deadly agent of origin? Why did it explode in the agricultural-rich delta of
the Artibonite River? When answers were few, rumors spread, causing social and
political consequences of their own. Wanting insight, the Haitian government and
French embassy requested epidemiological assistance from France. A few weeks
into the epidemic, physician and infectious disease specialist Renaud Piarroux

arrived in Haiti.

In Deadly River, Ralph R. Frerichs tells the story of the epidemic—of a French
disease detective determined to trace its origins so that he could help contain the
spread and possibly eliminate the disease—and the political intrigue that has
made that effort so difficult. The story involves political maneuvering by powerful
organizations such as the United Nations and its peacekeeping troops in Haiti, as
well as by the World Health Organization and the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control. Frerichs explores a quest for scientific truth and dissects a scientific
disagreement involving world-renowned cholera experts who find themselves

embroiled in intellectual and political turmoil in a poverty-stricken country.
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Frerichs’s narrative highlights how the world’s wealthy nations, nongovernmental
agencies, and international institutions respond when their interests clash with the
needs of the world’s most vulnerable people. The story poses big social
guestions and offers insights not only on how to eliminate cholera in Haiti but also
how nations, NGOs, and international organizations such as the UN and CDC

deal with catastrophic infectious disease epidemics.
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