
Citizenship In An Age Of Endless Invisible War

Welcome to the era of endless invisible war. In an age where conflicts have
become increasingly covert and unconventional, the traditional understanding of
citizenship has undergone a profound transformation. No longer can one define
citizenship solely based on physical borders or legal documents. Today, being a
citizen means being an active participant in an ongoing battle in the shadows,
where the enemy remains elusive, and the battleground is global.

The Rise of Invisible Warfare

Once upon a time, warfare was a visible phenomenon. Battles were fought on
vast landscapes, soldiers clashed in open fields, and the outcome was often
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determined by sheer military might. However, as technology advanced and
ideologies evolved, a new form of warfare emerged – invisible warfare.
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Invisible warfare refers to conflicts that occur below the surface of conventional
visibility. It encompasses actions such as cyberattacks, disinformation
campaigns, and covert operations carried out by state and non-state actors alike.
The rise of technology, particularly the internet, has provided an unprecedented
platform for waging wars without the need for physical presence or clear
identification.
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Challenging Traditional Notions of Citizenship

The rise of invisible warfare has challenged the traditional notions of citizenship.
In the past, citizenship was primarily associated with a physical territory and the
legal rights and responsibilities that came with it. However, in an age of invisible
warfare, one's role as a citizen extends far beyond their geographic location.
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Nowadays, every citizen is a potential target, and every citizen has the ability to
become a weapon. The internet has made it possible for anyone with an internet
connection to participate in the war effort. By merely sharing or spreading
information, individuals can contribute to shaping public opinion, influencing
elections, or even destabilizing governments.

The Power of Citizen Activism

As citizens navigate this new era of invisible warfare, they are also awakening to
their newfound power. No longer passive bystanders, individuals are taking
matters into their own hands to protect their interests and counteract hostile
actions.

Citizen activism in the digital age has become a force to be reckoned with. Online
platforms have empowered citizens to organize, mobilize, and advocate for
change with unprecedented reach and effectiveness. From social media
campaigns to grassroots movements, citizens are using technology as a weapon
of their own, fighting against propaganda, disinformation, and attempts to erode
democratic principles.

Strengthening Digital Citizenship
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As the invisible war rages on, the concept of citizenship must adapt to the new
realities of the digital age. Governments and societies must actively work towards
strengthening digital citizenship, which involves equipping individuals with the
necessary skills and knowledge to navigate the complex landscape of invisible
warfare.

Education plays a crucial role in fostering digital citizenship. Teaching individuals
about online security, media literacy, and critical thinking can help minimize the
impact of disinformation campaigns and ensure that citizens are well-informed in
their decision-making processes.

Additionally, governments can invest in cybersecurity infrastructure to protect
citizens from cyber threats. By creating robust systems that safeguard personal
information and critical infrastructure, the overall resilience of a society can be
enhanced.

In an age of endless invisible war, citizenship is no longer confined to physical
boundaries or legal definitions. It has evolved to encompass active participation in
the ongoing battle for truth, transparency, and democratic principles. As citizens,
we must adapt to the challenges posed by invisible warfare and harness the
power of technology to shape a better world.
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From the National Book Award-winning author of Redeployment and
Missionaries, an astonishing fever graph of the effects of twenty years of war in a
brutally divided America.

When Phil Klay left the Marines a decade ago after serving as an officer in Iraq,
he found himself a part of the community of veterans who have no choice but to
grapple with the meaning of their wartime experiences—for themselves and for
the country. American identity has always been bound up in war—from the
revolutionary war of our founding, to the civil war that ended slavery, to the two
world wars that launched America as a superpower. What did the current wars
say about who we are as a country, and how should we respond as citizens?
 
Unlike in previous eras of war, relatively few Americans have had to do any real
grappling with the endless, invisible conflicts of the post-9/11 world; in fact,
increasingly few people are even aware they are still going on. It is as if these
wars are a dark star with a strong gravitational force that draws a relatively small
number of soldiers and their families into its orbit while remaining inconspicuous
to most other Americans. In the meantime, the consequences of American
military action abroad may be out of sight and out of mind, but they are very real
indeed.
 
This chasm between the military and the civilian in American life, and the moral
blind spot it has created, is one of the great themes of Uncertain Ground, Phil
Klay’s powerful series of reckonings with some of our country’s thorniest
concerns, written in essay form over the past ten years. In the name of what do
we ask young Americans to kill, and to die? In the name of what does this country
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hang together? As we see at every turn in these pages, those two questions have
a great deal to do with each another, and how we answer them will go a long way
toward deciding where our troubled country goes from here.
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