Conservative Innovators: How States Are
Challenging Federal Power

In recent years, conservative innovators across the United States have been
challenging the power of the federal government, seeking to assert their own

authority and shape policies that fit the needs and values of their respective

states.
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The Rise of Conservative Activism

From education reform to healthcare policies, many conservative states are
looking for ways to bypass federal regulations and implement their own
strategies. These state-level initiatives aim to empower local authorities, reduce

bureaucratic hurdles, and strengthen individual rights and liberties.
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One major area where conservative states are exerting their influence is
education. Frustrated with the top-down approach and one-size-fits-all mandates
of the federal government, states like Texas and Florida have implemented
innovative education reforms. Through programs such as school choice and
voucher systems, these states aim to provide more options for parents and
increase competition among schools, ultimately improving the quality of

education.

Healthcare Innovations
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Another area of focus for conservative states is healthcare. With growing
dissatisfaction towards the Affordable Care Act (ACA), also known as
Obamacare, states like Utah and Idaho have embarked on their own healthcare
initiatives. These states have developed innovative programs that emphasize
market-based solutions and promote individual responsibility. By tailoring their
healthcare systems to their specific needs, these states aim to efficiently allocate
resources, reduce costs, and provide better healthcare outcomes for their

residents.

Climate Change Policies

Conservative states are also taking the lead in shaping climate change policies.
While the federal government has been divided on this issue, states like Texas
and North Dakota have embraced their energy industries and rejected strict
environmental regulations. These states argue that their approach not only

supports economic growth but also ensures energy security and independence.

Through policies such as deregulation and prioritizing domestic fossil fuel
production, these conservative states are challenging the federal government's
push for renewable energy and stringent emission standards. They believe that
their approach strikes a balance between protecting the environment and

maintaining a robust economy.

The Legal Battle

As conservative states challenge federal power, legal battles have ensued. Often,
these battles reach the Supreme Court, where conflicting ideologies clash and

shape the interpretation of the Constitution.

One notable case is the legal challenge against the individual mandate in the

ACA. Several conservative states argued that the federal government



overstepped its authority by mandating individuals to purchase health insurance.
The Supreme Court ultimately ruled that while the individual mandate was

unconstitutional, it could be upheld as a tax provision.

These legal battles represent the ongoing tension between state and federal
power, as conservative states assert their rights and push back against what they

perceive as federal intrusion.

The Future of Conservative Innovation

As conservative states continue to challenge federal power, the landscape of
American governance is being reshaped. By standing up for their principles and
implementing local solutions, these states seek to protect their citizens' rights,

promote economic growth, and maintain their unique identities.

The influence of conservative innovators can already be seen in various policy
areas. From education to healthcare and climate change, these states are

redefining what it means to be conservative in the 21st century.
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As American politics has become increasingly polarized, gridlock at the federal
level has led to a greater reliance on state governments to get things done. But
this arrangement depends a great deal on state cooperation, and not all state
officials have chosen to cooperate. Some have opted for conflict with the federal

government.

Conservative Innovators traces the activity of far-right conservatives in Kansas
who have in the past decade used the powers of state-level offices to fight federal
regulation on a range of topics from gun control to voting processes to Medicaid.
Telling their story, Ben Merriman then expands the scope of the book to look at
the tactics used by conservative state governments across the country to resist
federal regulations, including coordinated lawsuits by state attorneys general,
refusals to accept federal funds and spending mandates, and the creation of
programs designed to restrict voting rights. Through this combination of state-
initiated lawsuits and new administrative practices, these state officials weakened
or halted major parts of the Obama Administration’s healthcare, environmental
protection, and immigration agendas and eroded federal voting rights protections.
Conservative Innovators argues that American federalism is entering a new,
conflict-ridden era that will make state governments more important in American

life than they have been at any time in the past century.
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