
Contemporary Psychoanalysis And The
Legacy Of The Third Reich
The Intricate Connection Between Psychoanalysis and the Third
Reich

Psychoanalysis, a psychological theory and therapy developed by Sigmund
Freud, has undoubtedly had a profound impact on the field of psychology.
However, its association with the Third Reich, the Nazi regime led by Adolf Hitler,
raises profound questions about its legacy and ethical implications.

The Rise of Psychoanalysis in Post-War Germany

After the defeat of Nazi Germany, psychoanalysis faced numerous challenges in
reclaiming its status. The legacy of the Third Reich created skepticism and
mistrust towards the field. Moreover, the involvement of some psychoanalysts
with the Nazi regime raised concerns about their ethical and moral compass.
Gradually, efforts were made to rebuild the credibility of psychoanalysis in post-
war Germany, although critics argued that its tainted history could never be fully
disentangled.

Psychoanalysis and the Exploration of Collective Guilt

One crucial aspect that contemporary psychoanalysis grapples with is the
concept of collective guilt and its impact on individuals and society as a whole.
With the atrocities committed during the Third Reich, Germans struggled with
their collective guilt and the responsibility they shared, either directly or indirectly,
in those acts. Psychoanalysis provides a framework to understand and perhaps
reconcile with this guilt, promoting healing and collective introspection.
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Challenges in Reconciling the Past and Moving Forward

Despite efforts to address the tainted history, contemporary psychoanalysis
continues to face challenges in reconciling its past. Some argue that the lingering
presence of Nazi sympathizers within the field further complicates the process.
Additionally, the debates surrounding the effectiveness and validity of
psychoanalysis itself have sparked skepticism and criticism from both within and
outside the psychological community.

A Call to Examine the Ethical Implications

The association between psychoanalysis and the Third Reich raises significant
ethical concerns. It forces us to question how a field aimed at understanding the
human psyche could become intertwined with a regime responsible for immense
human suffering. This calls for critical examination of the ethics underlying the
practice and teaching of psychoanalysis, ensuring that such atrocities are never
repeated.
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: Shaping the Future of Psychoanalysis

Contemporary psychoanalysis stands at a crossroads, grappling with the legacy
of the Third Reich and its implications for its future. As the field continues to
evolve, it is essential to acknowledge and address the past and work towards a
more ethical and responsible practice. By fostering transparency, promoting
dialogue, and conducting thorough research, psychoanalysis can navigate the
delicate path of healing the wounds of history and moving forward towards a
better future.

Explore more on the influence of the Third Reich on psychoanalysis in this
thought-provoking article.
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For most of the twentieth century, Jewish and/or politically leftist European
psychoanalysts rarely linked their personal trauma history to their professional
lives, for they hoped their theory—their Truth—would transcend subjectivity and
achieve a universality not unlike the advances in the "hard" sciences.　
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Contemporary Psychoanalysis and the Legacy of the Third Reich confronts the
ways in which previously avoided persecution, expulsion, loss and displacement
before, during and after the Holocaust shaped what was, and remains a dominant
movement in western culture.

Emily Kuriloff uses unpublished original source material, as well as personal
interviews conducted with émigré /survivor analysts, and scholars who have
studied the period, revealing how the quality of relatedness between people
determines what is possible for them to know and do, both personally and
professionally. Kuriloff’s research spans the globe, including the analytic
communities of the United States, England, Germany, France, and Israel amidst
the extraordinary events of the twentieth century.

Contemporary Psychoanalysis and the Legacy of the Third Reich addresses the
future of psychoanalysis in the voices of the second generation—thinkers and
clinicians whose legacies and work remains informed by the pain and triumph of
their parents' and mentors' Holocaust stories. These unprecedented revelations
influence not only our understanding of mental health work, but of history, art,
politics and education. Psychoanalysts, psychologists, psychiatrists, sociologists,
cultural historians, Jewish and specifically Holocaust scholars will find this volume
compelling.
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