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The Deltic locomotive, also known as the "Deltic Diesel" or "Deltic Engine," was
one of the most iconic and powerful engines ever created. During the final days of
its operation, Alastair Mclean, a renowned British engineer, played a crucial role
in keeping these mighty machines running smoothly. This article delves into
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Mclean's fascinating journey and explores the enduring legacy of the Deltics,
making it a must-read for all locomotive enthusiasts.

Glimpse into the Legendary Deltics

In the late 1950s, the British Railways was seeking to develop high-powered
locomotives capable of faster and smoother travel. Enter the Deltics, a class of
diesel-electric locomotives built by English Electric between 1955 and 1961. The
power and performance of these engines were unmatched, making them
dominant figures on the East Coast Main Line in the UK.
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Each Deltic locomotive featured three 18-cylinder Napier Deltic engines, which
gave them their name. These engines were based on a unique opposed-piston
design, delivering immense horsepower and impeccable reliability. The distinct
sound produced by the Deltics became synonymous with British rail travel,
capturing the attention of enthusiasts and the general public alike.

Throughout their operational life, the Deltics showcased incredible speed,
reaching an impressive top speed of 100 mph (160 km/h) – a record-breaking
achievement for their time. The Deltics were used for various services, including
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express passenger trains, until their retirement in 1981. However, their final years
were not without challenges.

Alastair Mclean: Saving the Legendary Deltics

Alastair Mclean, a dedicated engineer, was instrumental in preserving and
maintaining the Deltics during their declining years. Born in a family with a deep-
rooted passion for trains, Mclean quickly developed a fascination with these
magnificent machines. His expertise in diesel engines and intricate mechanical
systems made him the go-to person for all things related to the Deltics.

During the late 1970s, as the future of the Deltics became uncertain, Mclean
spearheaded a campaign to keep them running. He recognized the historical
significance and unique features of these locomotives, and his efforts to save
them from scrapping gained widespread support. With his unwavering dedication,
Mclean formed the Deltic Preservation Society (DPS) in 1977.

The DPS worked tirelessly to preserve Deltic locomotives and restore them to
their former glory. They acquired a number of Deltics, investing countless hours
and resources to ensure the long-term survival of these remarkable machines.
Mclean, along with a dedicated team, carried out extensive maintenance, repairs,
and overhaul work, often battling against limited finances and logistical
challenges.

Thanks to Mclean's unwavering determination and the efforts of the DPS, several
Deltics were saved from extinction. Through their tireless work, these locomotives
continued to roam the tracks, delighting both railway enthusiasts and the general
public.

The Final Roar: Legacy of the Deltics



Despite their eventual retirement, the legacy of the Deltics lives on. The lasting
impact of these engines is evident in their widespread recognition, contribution to
railway history, and the passion they ignited among enthusiasts.

The Deltics' iconic appearance and their connection to British Rail's "Age of the
Train" era gave them a unique place in railway folklore. The unmistakable shape,
with its distinctive cab profile and sleek design, made the Deltics instantly
recognizable. Their presence on the rails evoked a sense of awe and reverence
among those fortunate enough to witness their majestic power firsthand.

Today, thanks to the efforts of engineers like Alastair Mclean and organizations
like the DPS, a few Deltics have been preserved and restored. These beautifully
maintained locomotives evoke nostalgia and bring joy to people of all ages during
heritage rail tours and special events.

The Deltics, with their fierce power and unique design, continue to captivate
railway enthusiasts around the world. The passion and dedication of individuals
like Alastair Mclean saved these locomotives from fading into obscurity, ensuring
their place in history. Their preservation and ongoing operation serve as a
testament to the enduring allure and the significant impact the Deltics had on the
world of rail transport.

Whether you are a long-time locomotive enthusiast or simply fascinated by
engineering marvels, the story of the Deltics and Alastair Mclean's tireless efforts
will inspire and fascinate you. The journey of these machines and the people who
fought to preserve them is a reminder of the indomitable spirit of human endeavor
and the power of nostalgia in shaping our collective memory.
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In 1980, the first of the Deltics was withdrawn from service. By late 1981, they
had all gone, after two decades as Britain's fastest and most powerful locos. This
unique class of twenty-two diesel locomotives was powered by twin Napier Deltic
engines, originally designed for minesweepers, but utilised in these high power,
high speed locomotives. Designed for the East Coast Main Line, the Deltics were
a common sight from Kings Cross to Aberdeen, with occasional forays onto other
routes. Alistair McLean spent the last year of Deltic power photographing the
various members of the class throughout the country. His images give an idea of
the power of the Deltics, as well as their scrapping. Luckily for us, today, six
members of the class survive in preservation, with some being used in main line
service on an occasional basis, some thirty years after withdrawal from service.
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