
Discover the Charm of Steam Around York:
Exploring the East Riding
Imagine stepping back in time, where the rhythmic chugging of a steam engine
fills the air, and lush green landscapes pass by as you embark on a nostalgic
journey. Steam trains have an enchanting allure that captivates both young and
old, evoking a sense of wonder and adventure. In the heart of England, there lies
a region that is an absolute haven for steam train enthusiasts - the East Riding of
Yorkshire. This picturesque area is home to the iconic city of York and offers a
plethora of opportunities to experience the magic of steam firsthand.

The Allure of Steam Trains

Steam trains have a rich history that stretches back to the early 19th century,
when they revolutionized transportation and opened up new possibilities for trade,
travel, and exploration. These magnificent locomotives were a triumph of
engineering prowess and continue to amaze with their sheer power and beauty.
Riding a steam train is more than just a mode of transportation; it is an
experience that transports you to a bygone era.

One of the most iconic steam train journeys in the United Kingdom is the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway. This heritage railway stretches for 18 miles, cutting
through the stunning scenery of the North York Moors National Park. As you
board the meticulously restored carriages of the steam train, you are instantly
transported to a time when train travel was the epitome of luxury. The rhythmic
chugging of the locomotive and the billowing clouds of steam create an
atmosphere unlike any other.
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York: A Gateway to Steam Adventures

The city of York acts as a gateway to explore the East Riding's steam train
adventures. Steeped in history and filled with charming architecture, York is a
must-visit destination in itself. However, it is also a perfect base for embarking on
steam train excursions that venture into the surrounding area.

One of the highlights of visiting York is the National Railway Museum. This world-
renowned museum is home to an extensive collection of locomotives and rolling
stock, showcasing the evolution of rail travel throughout the years. From
prestigious steam engines like the Mallard to the sleek, modern Eurostar, the
National Railway Museum offers a fascinating insight into the world of trains. The
museum also hosts special events and exhibitions that allow visitors to get up
close and personal with these majestic machines.

Steam Journeys from York

From York, there are several captivating steam train journeys that take you on a
nostalgic adventure through the East Riding countryside. Here are some
memorable excursions you should consider:
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The Yorkshire Belle: Exploring the Coastal Beauty

Step aboard the Yorkshire Belle, a beautifully restored steam yacht that offers
scenic cruises along the Yorkshire coast. Departing from the seaside town of
Bridlington, this charming vessel takes passengers on a journey through
picturesque fishing villages, rugged cliffs, and sandy beaches. The Yorkshire
Belle is a perfect choice for those who want to experience the magic of steam
while enjoying the refreshing sea breeze.

The North Yorkshire Moors Railway: A Journey Through Time

As mentioned earlier, the North Yorkshire Moors Railway is a steam-lover's
paradise. This enchanting journey takes you from the bustling market town of
Pickering through the breathtaking North York Moors National Park to the
charming village of Goathland, which avid fans of the TV series "Heartbeat" will
instantly recognize as Aidensfield. The picturesque landscapes, quaint stations,
and vintage carriages make this a truly memorable experience.

The Scarborough Spa Express: Coastal Elegance

Step on board the glamorous Scarborough Spa Express, a steam train that takes
you on a scenic voyage from York to the picturesque coastal town of
Scarborough. As you sip on a refreshing beverage served by the attentive
onboard staff, you can admire the stunning vistas of the East Riding countryside
unfurling before your eyes. The historic charm of Scarborough, with its sandy
beaches and Victorian architecture, makes this a delightful day trip.

Steam Train Events and Festivals

If you want to immerse yourself fully in the world of steam trains, the East Riding
offers plenty of events and festivals throughout the year. These gatherings



celebrate the enchantment of steam and provide an opportunity to witness these
majestic locomotives in action, surrounded by fellow enthusiasts.

The York Steam Rally is a highlight of the steam train calendar. This annual event
attracts thousands of visitors who come to marvel at the impressive collection of
steam vehicles and engines on display. From steam-powered traction engines to
miniature steam trains, the rally offers a fantastic showcase of steam power in all
its forms.

For those seeking something truly unique, the Annual Hockney Steam Fair is a
must-visit. This quirky festival brings together steam-powered fairground rides,
stalls, and live entertainment for a truly nostalgic experience. The fair takes place
in the picturesque village of Hockney, and the felicitous combination of steam and
traditional fairground games creates an atmosphere that is impossible to resist.

York: A Steam Train Enthusiast's Paradise

The East Riding of Yorkshire, with its picturesque landscapes, historic charm, and
abundance of steam train adventures, is a dream destination for steam train
enthusiasts. Whether you're exploring the North Yorkshire Moors Railway,
indulging in elegant coastal journeys, or immersing yourself in steam train events
and festivals, the allure of steam is always just a whistle away in the East Riding.
So, step aboard, let the steam envelop you, and embark on an adventure you'll
remember forever.
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Stronghold of the Romans, and later the Vikings, York was to become the
powerbase of the infamous 'Railway King', George Hudson, whose empire would
eventually extend from the far north of England to the south and south-west.
Today, York is the home of the National Railway Museum where many old steam
locos are on display, along with diesel and electric types from Britain and abroad.
Indeed, the NRM provides many of the steam locos operating excursion trains to
Scarborough. In Steam Around York & the East Riding the glorious days of steam
traction around York and the East Riding have been recaptured; the days when
the railway was an important part of the infrastructure in the area and the trains
were used by thousands of passengers for holidays to local seaside resorts and
beyond, via the docks at Hull and Goole, as well as freight goods and shipping.
Through a multitude of pictures furnished with informative captions from an
acknowledged expert, the heyday and decline of the railways of York and the
East Riding is explored in depth and the services, engines and locations of this
remarkable industry are recorded for posterity.
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