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When it comes to designing a child care center, there are several important
factors to consider. The safety and well-being of children is of utmost importance,
as well as creating an environment that promotes learning, creativity, and play. In
order to achieve these goals, architects and designers can turn to the ultimate
resource - the Child Care Design Guide by Mcgraw Hill Professional Architecture.

The Importance of Child Care Design
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Child care centers play a crucial role in the development of young children. These
centers not only provide a safe space for parents to leave their kids while they are
at work, but they also contribute to the educational and social growth of the
children. Therefore, it is essential to design child care centers that meet the
unique needs of children.
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Mcgraw Hill Professional Architecture recognized this need and developed a
comprehensive guide specifically tailored for architects and designers working on
child care projects. The book covers everything from site selection and layout to
interior design elements and safety considerations.

Key Features of the Child Care Design Guide

The Child Care Design Guide offers a wealth of information and insights that can
help architects and designers create the perfect child care center. Some of the
key features of this guide include:

Site Selection: The book provides guidelines on how to choose the ideal site
for a child care center, taking into consideration factors such as accessibility,
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safety, and proximity to residential areas.

Layout and Space Planning: It offers detailed advice on how to design the
layout of the facility to maximize functionality and efficiency, while also
providing ample space for children to learn and play.

Interior Design and Furnishings: The guide covers various aspects of
interior design, including color schemes, lighting, acoustics, and furniture
choices. It emphasizes creating a stimulating and safe environment for
children of all ages.

Outdoor Play Spaces: The book recognizes the importance of outdoor play
areas and provides guidance on designing engaging and age-appropriate
outdoor spaces that encourage physical activity and exploration.

Safety and Security: Child care centers should be designed with the utmost
consideration for safety and security. The guide outlines best practices when
it comes to fire safety, emergency exits, and adequate supervision.

Inclusive Design: To ensure that child care centers are accessible to all
children, the guide emphasizes the importance of inclusive design principles.
It offers advice on incorporating features that support children with disabilities
or special needs.

Expert Insights and Case Studies

In addition to the comprehensive information provided in the guide, Mcgraw Hill
Architects have also collaborated with industry experts to provide valuable
insights and case studies. These real-life examples showcase successful child
care center designs and highlight the principles and strategies that were
implemented to achieve specific goals.



By incorporating these expert insights and learning from successful case studies,
architects and designers can gain a deeper understanding of the design process
for child care centers and take inspiration from proven design solutions.

Designing child care centers that cater to the needs of young children requires
careful planning and consideration. With the Child Care Design Guide by Mcgraw
Hill Professional Architecture, architects and designers have access to a
comprehensive resource that covers all aspects of creating exceptional child care
environments. By following the guidelines and incorporating the valuable insights
provided in this guide, architects can create child care centers that not only meet
safety and functional requirements but also foster an environment where children
can thrive, learn, and have fun.
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A-Z's for designing superior day care facilities

Virtually unknown 30 years ago, daycare has become a growth industry. Child
Care Design Guide helps architects and designers plan, design, and renovate
functional, developmentally rich, pleasing centers. Author Anita
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Rui Olds brings to this work over 25 years of design experience with children's
facilities. She gives you step-by-step explanations of interior and exterior layout
and design principles fleshed out in clarifying case
studies. You learn about licensing and code requirements, operational standards
and strategies, and get helpful checklists, charts and graphs for optimum facility
design within time, space, and budgetary constraints.
This highly visual work features over 300 floor plans for infant and toddler,
preschool, and afterschool spaces, plus areas for outdoor play and more.
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