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Extraordinary Journey of Nnamdi Azikiwe

When we talk about the icons of liberation and freedom, names like Nelson
Mandela, Mahatma Gandhi, and Martin Luther King Jr. often come to mind.
However, there are many unsung heroes who have played pivotal roles in the
fight against oppression and mental slavery. One such figure is Nnamdi Azikiwe,
a Nigerian statesman who dedicated his life to the struggle for African
independence and the emancipation of minds trapped in the shackles of
colonization.

The story of Nnamdi Azikiwe is one that deserves to be told and remembered.
Born on November 16, 1904, in Zungeru, a small town in present-day Nigeria,
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Azikiwe grew up with a burning desire to make a difference and challenge the
status quo. His early exposure to the injustice and inequality faced by his fellow
countrymen fueled his determination to break free from the mental chains
imposed by colonial rule.

Emancipated From Mental Slavery
by Nnamdi Azikiwe (Kindle Edition)

4.8 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1848 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 73 pages
Lending : Enabled

Azikiwe's journey towards emancipation can be traced back to his days as a
student in America. He pursued his education at historically black universities
such as Lincoln University and the University of Pennsylvania, where he imbibed
the principles of self-determination and racial equality. These experiences shaped
his worldview and laid the foundation for his future activism.

Following his studies, Azikiwe returned to Nigeria and embarked on a career in
journalism. He recognized the power of the press in shaping public opinion and
raising awareness about the need for independence. Azikiwe founded and edited
several newspapers, including the influential West African Pilot, which became a
platform for him to articulate the dreams and aspirations of his people.
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The eloquence and passion with which Azikiwe wrote about the emancipation of
African minds resonated deeply with his readers. He denounced the colonial
administration's oppressive policies and called for unity and self-governance.
Through his newspaper articles, he was able to instill a sense of pride and self-
confidence among Nigerians, challenging the dominant narrative that they were
inferior to their European colonizers.

Azikiwe's constitutional advocacy was instrumental in shaping the course of
Nigeria's independence movement. He was one of the founding members of the
National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons (NCNC), a political party that
championed the cause of self-rule. Azikiwe's charismatic leadership and oratory
skills made him a revered figure among his followers, who rallied behind his
vision of a free and prosperous Africa.

The journey towards emancipation was not without its challenges. Azikiwe faced
numerous obstacles and instances of persecution from the colonial
administration. However, he remained undeterred and continued to fight for the
rights and freedoms of his people. His resilience and unwavering commitment to
his cause earned him the respect and admiration of his compatriots.

As Nigeria moved closer to independence, Azikiwe played a pivotal role in
shaping the future of the newly formed nation. He served as the country's first
Nigerian Governor-General and later became its first President. Azikiwe's
leadership during this critical phase was characterized by his unwavering
dedication to democratic principles and his belief in the potential of the Nigerian
people.

After his term as President, Azikiwe continued to be actively involved in politics
and public life. He remained a steadfast advocate for the emancipation of minds,
not just in Nigeria but across the entire African continent. Azikiwe firmly believed



that true liberation could only be achieved when people were freed from mental
slavery and empowered to chart their own destinies.

In recognition of his extraordinary contributions, Azikiwe received numerous
accolades and honors throughout his life. He was awarded the prestigious Pan-
African Order of Merit and was also bestowed with the Grand Commander of the
Order of the Niger, the highest honor in Nigeria. These recognitions serve as a
testament to his indomitable spirit and his unparalleled dedication to the cause of
liberation.

Today, the legacy of Nnamdi Azikiwe lives on. His ideas, teachings, and
commitment to emancipation continue to inspire generations of change-makers
and freedom fighters. Azikiwe's journey serves as a reminder that true liberation
is not just a physical but also a mental journey, and that the battle against mental
slavery is a fight that must be fought with as much vigor and determination as the
fight against physical chains.

As we celebrate the achievements of iconic figures in the struggle for freedom, let
us not forget the contribution of heroes like Nnamdi Azikiwe. His story is a
reminder that the fight for emancipation is an ongoing one, and that our minds,
once freed, can illuminate the path to a brighter future for all.
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Emancipated from Mental Slavery: Selected Sayings of Marcus Garvey

Right now melanin, the aromatic biopolymer and organic semiconductor that
makes Black people black is worth over $350 a gram more than gold. In just a
few short years, on August 13, 2020 the Red, Black and Green flag will be
celebrated as the colors of all African people. We also know the song lyric
"Emancipate yourself from mental slavery, none but ourselves can free our
minds," commonly associated with Bob Marley, actually originated with Marcus
Garvey.

“We are going to emancipate ourselves from mental slavery, for though others
may free the body, none but ourselves can free the mind.”

Those are the words which Marcus Garvey spoke in either October or November
1937. The place? Menelik Hall in Sydney, Nova Scotia. This selection of sayings
of the Honorable Marcus Mosiah Garvey, provides an to the mind of a man
capable of speaking words into existence which continue to have a profound
impact on those who hear them to this very day.

Marcus Garvey was a journalist, editor, publisher, as well as founder, and
President-General of the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA.) This
book serves as an to the philosophy which made his ideas known worldwide.
Notable among them is the phrase which has come to many sung as a
paraphrased lyric by Bob Marley. Its organic power and compelling urge for a new
mental state among the human race can not seriously be denied.
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This book is a distillation of Garvey thought. The product of years studying the
words works and deeds of a man who left a legacy that is still so potent efforts
continue to dissuade seekers of truth from his vision.
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