
Empty Spaces: Photojournalism Through The
Rust Belt

The Rust Belt: An Unforgettable Landscape of Abandonment

Imagine a desolate landscape filled with abandoned factories, crumbling
buildings, and forgotten communities. This once-thriving industrial region, known
as the Rust Belt, has fallen victim to the devastating consequences of
deindustrialization. However, among the emptiness, photojournalists have found
a striking beauty, capturing haunting images that tell the stories of a bygone era.
In this article, we explore the compelling world of photojournalism that showcases
the haunting reality of empty spaces in the Rust Belt.

Seeking Humanity in the Shadows
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Photojournalists who venture into the Rust Belt are not merely capturing
photographs of empty spaces; they are documenting the human experience in
the face of adversity. These artists navigate through crumbling buildings,
overgrown landscapes, and deserted communities to capture the essence of
resilience and survival.
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Unmasking Society's Failures

The photographs taken in the Rust Belt shed light on the failures of society. The
abandoned factories and dilapidated homes are the physical manifestations of
broken promises, economic decline, and a loss of hope. Each photograph tells a
story of shattered dreams, a reminder of the consequences when industries
collapse and communities are left behind.

Beauty in Decay

Despite the desolation, there is a certain beauty in decay. Cracks in the walls,
rusted machinery, and nature reclaiming once-occupied spaces provide a glimpse
into the world that once thrived. Photojournalists capture the beauty of peeling
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paint, broken windows, and the interplay between nature and man-made
structures.

A Narrative of Loss and Resilience

Through their lenses, photojournalists highlight the contrasting themes of loss
and resilience. Each photograph portrays a narrative of struggle, showcasing the
challenges faced by a community left behind. However, amidst the empty spaces,
there are glimpses of resilience, hope, and the tenacity of the human spirit.

The Importance of Empty Spaces Photojournalism

Empty spaces photojournalism serves as a reminder of the consequences of
societal neglect and economic decline. It brings attention to the forgotten
communities, urging viewers to reflect on the impact of policies and decisions that
lead to the abandonment of once-vibrant areas. This genre of photography plays
a crucial role in sparking conversations about revitalization, preservation of
historical landmarks, and the need for economic opportunities in areas left
devastated by deindustrialization.

The Future of the Rust Belt

As the Rust Belt continues to grapple with the aftermath of deindustrialization,
photojournalism remains an essential tool to chronicle its evolution. The images
captured today will serve as historical documentation and instruments for change.
They can inspire both local and national initiatives to revive economies, preserve
architectural heritage, and empower communities.

Saving the Past, Building the Future

The photographs taken through empty spaces photojournalism also highlight the
need to preserve the past while building a better future. They serve as a reminder
that the iconic industrial landscape of the Rust Belt has a significant place in



history, and its potential should not be overshadowed by the challenges it faces.
These images have the power to mobilize individuals, organizations, and
governments to invest in redevelopment, job creation, and sustainable growth.

Empty spaces photojournalism in the Rust Belt is more than just capturing
impressive visuals. It is a medium through which the stories of lost industries,
broken dreams, and resilience are brought into the public eye. These
photographs serve as powerful motivators for change, urging society to consider
the consequences of neglect and the potential for revitalization. Through empty
spaces photojournalism, the Rust Belt can reclaim its past and pave the way for a
brighter future.
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Once in a while, a man-made structure is left to rest, becoming just another one
of natures many manikins to stylize and destroy as it pleases. The structures
become a victim; a marionette to natures decay. Our Earth and its elements blend
together in the destruction and beautifying of these areas sat to rot. A scorched
barn, flooded apartments, a factory filled with decay; walls covered in peeling
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paint, pulled up to reveal another color underneath, as if nature has painted its
own mural through texture and ruination.

The hard cover edition of this book can be found here -
http://deedspublishing.goodsie.com/empty-spaces-by-johnny-joo

Why were these places vacated? And why are they left to sit, uncared for? The
remains of a person’s bedroom, bed still intact, covered in a layer of mold and
dust. Walls surrounding with cracked complexions and vivid, yet transparent
voices telling a story of time. Living through the history of abandonments as you
explore what once was an entirely different scene; now transformed into a
desolate, yet incredible, stimulating image of complex patterns and great detail.

Examining these details, studying and reflecting on them, in , piecing its story
together; that is urban exploration.

Upon entrance to a large warehouse, a calming feel, and natural aura of water
damaged floors fills the air around you. Dismantled ceilings above you, while
miscellaneous objects scatter, covering the floor of the room in which you stand.
You are surrounded by a large silence through stale air, standing beneath the
rafters, and a roof filled with holes. You are enclosed by walls covered in the
graffiti of street artists who have previously passed through. You are immersed
into a whole new world of imagery within your own street corners, or open fields.
A whole new vision of art, created on our Earths very own canvas, painted by
Mother Nature, and time itself.

Through this book, we will take a journey through the rust belt to see the unseen
and find the forgotten.
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