
Ethnography With a Twist: Unveiling the
Hidden World of Cultures
Have you ever wondered what lies beneath the surface of different cultures? How
people from diverse backgrounds live, think, and interact with each other?
Ethnography, a fascinating discipline combining research and immersion, offers a
unique perspective into the hidden world of cultures. In this article, we will delve
into the depths of ethnography and discover its intriguing twist that sets it apart.

What is Ethnography?

At its core, ethnography is a research method used by social scientists to study
and understand human behavior within specific cultural groups. Derived from the
Greek words "ethnos" meaning people or nation, and "grapho" meaning to write
or describe, ethnography is the art of describing people. It enables researchers to
gain insights into cultural practices, beliefs, and values by immersing themselves
within the community being studied.

Ethnographic research typically involves the use of various tools and techniques
such as participant observation, in-depth interviews, focus groups, and the
analysis of artifacts. By being present in the social setting being studied,
researchers can witness firsthand the interactions, rituals, and behaviors of
individuals, providing a holistic understanding of the culture under investigation.
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A Twist in Ethnography

While traditional ethnography focuses on studying existing cultures, there is a
fascinating twist emerging within this field: applied ethnography. This approach
takes ethnographic methods out of their academic context and applies them to
real-life situations, such as businesses, communities, and organizations. Applied
ethnography aims to uncover insights and improve outcomes in practical settings.

Imagine a company trying to understand the behaviors and preferences of its
target audience. Instead of relying solely on market research or surveys, applied
ethnography would involve sending researchers into the field, observing and
interacting with potential customers in their natural environments. By uncovering
the needs, desires, and motivations of the target audience, the company can
tailor its products or services more effectively, resulting in greater customer
satisfaction and increased market share.

This twist in ethnography demonstrates its versatility and adaptability in bridging
the gap between research and practice. It enhances decision-making processes
by grounding them in the authentic experiences and perspectives of the people
being studied.
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Unveiling the Hidden World

What sets ethnography apart from other research methods is its ability to unveil
the hidden world of cultures. It exposes the intricacies, traditions, and nuances
that go beyond what is visible on the surface. By immersing themselves in the
community being studied, ethnographers become more than just observers; they
become participants, engaging in and experiencing daily rituals, conversations,
and interactions.

Through this immersive approach, ethnographers uncover the unwritten rules,
social norms, and values that govern a particular culture. These insights not only
provide a deeper understanding of human behavior but also challenge our
preconceived notions and stereotypes.

An example of the power of ethnography is the study conducted by anthropologist
Kate Fox on Englishness. By observing and interviewing people in various social
contexts, she discovered that the English engage in numerous subtle behaviors
and rituals to maintain social order and avoid embarrassment. Whether it's the art
of queuing or the concept of "drink rounds" in pubs, these culturally ingrained
practices shape English society. The findings of this study shed light on the
complex web of interactions that define Englishness and challenge stereotypes of
reserved and unfriendly behavior.

The Role of Technology

In our digital age, technology has played a pivotal role in ethnography, both in its
traditional and applied forms. Researchers now have access to a wide array of
digital tools and platforms that make data collection, analysis, and dissemination
more efficient.



For example, online platforms and communities enable researchers to engage
with individuals from different cultures without physical proximity. This
geographically unrestricted access opens doors to studying lesser-known or
marginalized communities that were previously difficult to reach.

Furthermore, technology allows researchers to capture and document cultural
experiences more effectively. Using audio recordings, video footage, or even
virtual reality, ethnographers can recreate and analyze social interactions in a
highly immersive way. This not only preserves cultural heritage but also enables
researchers to revisit and reinterpret the data, ensuring a more thorough analysis.

Ethnography, with its twist of applied research, holds immense value in
understanding our diverse world. By delving into the hidden world of cultures, it
uncovers the intricate tapestry of human behavior, challenging our assumptions
and highlighting the cultural nuances that make each society unique.

Whether it's the study of traditional societies or the application of ethnographic
methods in the business world, ethnography offers a multidimensional view that
enriches our understanding of humanity. In a time of increasing globalization and
interconnectedness, embracing ethnography can help us bridge cultural divides
and foster empathy, leading to a more inclusive and harmonious future.
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Challenges and Solutions in Ethnographic Research: Ethnography with a Twist
seeks to rethink ethnography ‘outside the box’ of its previous tradition and to
develop ethnographic methods by critically discussingthe process, ethics, impact
and knowledge production in ethnographic research.

This interdisciplinary edited volume argues for a ‘twist’ that supports openness,
courage, and creativity to develop and test innovative and unconventional ways
of thinking and doing ethnography. ‘Ethnography with a twist’ means both an
intentional aim to conduct ethnographic research with novel approaches and
methods but also sensitivity to recognize and creativity to utilize different kinds of
‘twist moments’ that ethnographic research may create for the researcher.　

This edited volume critically evaluates new and old methodological tools and their
ability to engage with questions of power difference. It proposes new
collaborative methods that allow for co-production and co-creation of research
material as well as shared conceptual work and wider distribution of knowledge.
The book will be of use to ethnographers in humanities and social science
disciplines including sociology, anthropology and communication studies.
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