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Have you ever stopped to appreciate the aesthetic qualities of the ordinary things
that surround us in our daily lives? Yuriko Saito, a renowned philosopher, invites

us to delve into the realm of everyday aesthetics, an area of study that explores
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beauty in our everyday experiences. In this article, we will uncover Saito's

fascinating ideas and concepts regarding the aesthetics of the mundane.

What is Everyday Aesthetics?

Everyday aesthetics is a branch of philosophy that challenges the traditional
notion of aesthetics being reserved solely for fine art and extraordinary objects.
According to Saito, everyday aesthetics involves recognizing and appreciating the
aesthetic qualities of ordinary objects, activities, and experiences. From the
design of a coffee mug to the sound of raindrops, everyday aesthetics

encourages us to find beauty and meaning in the most mundane aspects of our

lives.
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The Relevance of Everyday Aesthetics

Why should we care about everyday aesthetics? Saito argues that by
appreciating the aesthetic dimensions of our everyday experiences, we can
cultivate a greater sense of mindfulness and enrich our lives. According to her,

the constant exposure to mass-produced and standardized objects can result in a
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loss of connection to our immediate surroundings. Everyday aesthetics offers a
remedy for this detachment by inviting us to engage actively with the world

around us and find beauty in the simplest of things.

The Aesthetics of Design

Saito emphasizes the role of design in shaping our aesthetic experiences.
Everyday objects, such as furniture or home appliances, have the potential to
enhance our daily lives through their design. Saito advocates for a more inclusive
approach to design that takes into consideration not only functionality but also
aesthetic considerations that can elevate the mundane. By creating objects that
are aesthetically pleasing, the designers can enrich our everyday experiences

and contribute to the overall well-being of individuals.

Cultural Influences

In her work, Saito also acknowledges the cultural influences on everyday
aesthetics. She highlights how different cultures have varying aesthetics
preferences and standards. By exploring different cultural perspectives, we
broaden our understanding of what is considered beautiful and open ourselves up
to new experiences. Saito encourages us to challenge our preconceived notions
of beauty and embrace the diversity in aesthetic preferences across different

cultures.

Challenging the Notion of Perfection

Saito argues that our obsession with perfection in aesthetics can be limiting and
prevent us from fully appreciating the beauty in imperfections. In the realm of
everyday aesthetics, she suggests embracing the concept of wabi-sabi, a
Japanese aesthetic philosophy that finds beauty in imperfection, transience, and

the natural cycle of decay. By celebrating imperfections, we can develop a more



holistic understanding of beauty and find joy in the flaws that make everyday

things unique.

Yuriko Saito's exploration of everyday aesthetics challenges our traditional
notions of beauty and invites us to appreciate the mundane aspects of our lives.
By actively engaging with our surroundings and cultivating a deeper sense of
mindfulness, we can find beauty in the simplest of things. From the aesthetics of
design to the cultural influences on beauty, everyday aesthetics offers a fresh

perspective that allows us to discover the extraordinary within the ordinary.

So the next time you sip your morning coffee or feel the gentle touch of a cool
breeze, take a moment to consider the aesthetic qualities of these experiences.
Yuriko Saito's philosophy of everyday aesthetics reminds us that beauty is not

limited to museums and galleries but can be found in every facet of life.
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Everyday aesthetic experiences and concerns occupy a large part of our
aesthetic life. However, because of their prevalence and mundane nature, we

tend not to pay much attention to them, let alone examine their significance.
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Western aesthetic theories of the past few centuries also neglect everyday
aesthetics because of their almost exclusive emphasis on art. In a ground-
breaking new study, Yuriko Saito provides a detailed investigation into our
everyday aesthetic

experiences, and reveals how our everyday aesthetic tastes and judgments can

exert a powerful influence on the state of the world and our quality of life.

By analysing a wide range of examples from our aesthetic interactions with
nature, the environment, everyday objects, and Japanese culture, Saito illustrates
the complex nature of seemingly simple and innocuous aesthetic responses. She
discusses the inadequacy of art-centered aesthetics, the aesthetic appreciation of
the distinctive characters of objects or phenomena, responses to various
manifestations of transience, and the aesthetic expression of moral values; and
she examines the moral,

political, existential, and environmental implications of these and other issues.
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