
Exclusion And Reimagination: Cultural
Heritage Law And Policy
When we think about cultural heritage, we envision the rich tapestry of traditions,
customs, artifacts, and practices that define a community or group. These
elements not only reflect the history and identity of a particular society but also
contribute to the overall diversity and richness of the world. However, behind this
vibrant mosaic lies a complex web of legal frameworks and policies that govern
the preservation, protection, and access to cultural heritage.

The Role of Cultural Heritage Law and Policy

Cultural heritage law and policy play a crucial role in safeguarding and nurturing
the diverse cultural expressions found across the globe. These legal mechanisms
provide a framework for identifying, protecting, and promoting cultural heritage,
ensuring its transmission to future generations. They also establish guidelines for
the management of cultural resources, including the stipulations for their
accessibility and use.

However, the landscape of cultural heritage law and policy is not devoid of
challenges and controversies. One pressing concern is the issue of exclusion –
the tendency to sideline certain cultural groups or practices. This exclusion can
arise from various factors, including historical biases, power dynamics, and
economic interests. Such marginalization can lead to the erasure or subjugation
of cultural heritage, hindering its full representation and appreciation.
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The Need for Inclusive Cultural Heritage Approaches

Recognizing the detrimental effects of exclusion, a growing movement within the
cultural heritage community advocates for a more inclusive approach to cultural
heritage law and policy. This reimagined vision seeks to address the historical
imbalances, dismantle power hierarchies, and amplify the voices of marginalized
communities.

One critical aspect of this inclusive approach is the incorporation of multiple
perspectives. By including diverse voices, cultural heritage law and policy can
become more representative of the communities it aims to protect. This
perspective broadening also encourages greater participation, fostering a sense
of ownership and agency among all stakeholders.

Moreover, an inclusive cultural heritage approach acknowledges the
interconnectedness of cultural heritage and other societal domains. Heritage is
not isolated or static but evolves in tandem with socio-economic, political, and
environmental factors. Therefore, cultural heritage law and policy should be
responsive to these complex dynamics, understanding and addressing the
interplay between heritage and related issues.
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Reimagining Cultural Heritage Policy for the Future

The call for an inclusive cultural heritage framework goes beyond addressing
exclusion. It also entails reimagining the very essence of cultural heritage policy
to adapt to the evolving world and its challenges. This reimagining opens up
possibilities for innovative approaches that can better serve the changing needs
of society and ensure the longevity of cultural heritage.

One key aspect of this reimagining is the adoption of a holistic approach to
cultural heritage management. Instead of focusing solely on individual
monuments, traditions, or objects, the holistic approach views cultural heritage as
a complex system, interconnected with various elements such as natural
landscapes, intangible practices, and traditional knowledge.

Additionally, the reimagined cultural heritage policy emphasizes the importance of
knowledge sharing and capacity building. Information and expertise should not be
concentrated in a few institutions or experts but should be accessible to all
members of society. This decentralization of knowledge empowers communities
and fosters a sense of cultural agency.

Lastly, the reimagined cultural heritage policy encourages adaptive approaches
that can respond to changing circumstances effectively. Flexibility and resilience
should be incorporated into the legal frameworks and policies, allowing for
continuous evaluation and adaptation to address emerging challenges and
opportunities.

Exclusion and reimagining cultural heritage law and policy are critical for the
preservation, promotion, and equitable enjoyment of cultural heritage. By
addressing issues of exclusion and embracing a more comprehensive and



adaptable approach, cultural heritage law and policy can evolve to meet the
needs and aspirations of diverse communities across the globe.

As we look towards the future, the transformative potential of an inclusive and
reimagined cultural heritage framework becomes apparent. It is through these
efforts that we can ensure that cultural heritage remains a vibrant and inclusive
expression of our collective human experience.
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This book critically engages the shortcomings of the field of international heritage
law, seen through the lenses of the five major UNESCO treaties for the
safeguarding of different types of heritage. It argues that these five treaties have
effectively prevented local communities, who bear the brunt of the costs
associated with international heritage protection, from having a say in how their
heritage is managed. The exclusion of local communities often alienates
them not only from international decision-making processes but also from their
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cultural heritage itself, ultimately meaning that systems put in place for the
protection of cultural heritage contribute to its disappearance in the long term.

International Heritage Law for Communities adds to existing literature by looking
at these UNESCO treaties not as isolated regimes, but rather as belonging to a
discursive continuum on cultural heritage. In doing so, the book focuses on
themes that cut across the relevant UNESCO regimes like the use of expert rule
in international heritage law, economics, the relationship between heritage and
the environment, among others, rather than the regimes themselves. It uses this
mechanism to
highlight the blind spots and unintended consequences of UNESCO treaties and
how choices made in their drafting have continuing and potentially negative
impacts on how we think about and safeguard heritage.
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