
Exploring the Aesthetics of Racial Capitalism
in America and the Intersection with
Photography Property
In today's world, where visual representation plays a significant role in shaping
society's perception, the aesthetics of racial capitalism have seeped into various
aspects of our lives. One such intersection is with photography property, where
images can either perpetuate or challenge systems of oppression. This article
delves into the complex relationship between racial capitalism, America's history,
and the aesthetics of photography property.

The Origins of Racial Capitalism

Racial capitalism is a concept that encapsulates the intersecting systems of race,
class, and capitalism, which have shaped America from its inception. It originated
during the colonial era, where the exploitation of enslaved Africans and
indigenous peoples laid the foundation for the economic prosperity of the
emerging nation. The labor of these oppressed groups generated immense
wealth for the few, revealing a fundamental link between racial domination and
capital accumulation.

As America evolved, racial capitalism became deeply ingrained in its structures
and institutions. This consolidation of power allowed certain racial groups to
control resources, economic opportunities, and the means of production, while
simultaneously marginalizing and excluding others.
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Photography Property and Representation

In the realm of visual representation, photography has played a crucial role in
perpetuating racial capitalism. Historical photographs have often portrayed
racialized individuals in a dehumanizing manner, perpetuating stereotypes and
justifying systemic oppression. These images were frequently used to sell
products, promote racist ideologies, or legitimize violence against marginalized
communities.

However, there have also been instances where photography has served as a
powerful tool for resistance and subversion. Throughout history, photographers
from marginalized communities have used their craft to challenge dominant
narratives of racial capitalism and offer alternative perspectives. Their images
disrupt the aesthetics of oppression and confront viewers with the realities of
racial inequality.

Aesthetics and the Power of Visual Language

Aesthetics, as a branch of philosophy, explores the nature of beauty and the
sensory experience of art. In the context of racial capitalism, aesthetics delves
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into the ways in which visual elements shape our perception of racialized bodies
and the built environment.

Visual tropes such as lighting, composition, and pose can convey messages that
reinforce or challenge racial hierarchies. For example, the prevalence of colonial
architecture in affluent neighborhoods can serve as a constant reminder of
historical power dynamics. Similarly, the use of specific lighting techniques in
fashion photography can perpetuate narrow beauty standards, excluding certain
racial groups.

By critically analyzing the aesthetics of photography property, we can start to
dismantle the structures that uphold racial capitalism. This requires questioning
established norms and challenging the power dynamics embedded within visual
representation.

Racial Capitalism and Property Ownership

Property ownership has long been a crucial aspect of capitalism, providing
individuals with a means to accumulate wealth and maintain social status.
However, racial capitalism has created significant disparities in property
ownership between racial groups in America.

Redlining, a discriminatory practice prevalent in the mid-20th century,
systematically denied loans and access to housing in certain neighborhoods
based on racial composition. This intentional exclusion perpetuated racial
segregation and hindered wealth accumulation for marginalized communities.

These disparities in property ownership persist to this day, impacting access to
quality education, healthcare, and employment opportunities. The aesthetics of
racial capitalism can be observed in the stark contrasts between affluent



communities and economically disadvantaged neighborhoods, revealing the
effects of historical and ongoing racial oppression.

Photography Property as a Tool for Social Change

While the aesthetics of racial capitalism may seem inescapable, photography
property can be a powerful tool for social change. By subverting dominant visual
tropes and capturing authentic stories, photographers can challenge existing
power structures and provide a counter-narrative to oppressive ideologies.

It is crucial to center marginalized voices, allowing them to shape how they are
represented visually. Through collaborative projects and inclusive storytelling,
photography can become a catalyst for social justice. By elevating diverse
perspectives and challenging stereotypes, we can work towards dismantling
racial capitalism and fostering a more equitable society.

The aesthetics of racial capitalism are deeply woven into the fabric of American
society and have a profound impact on the representation of marginalized
communities. The intersection with photography property reveals the complex
ways in which visual representation can perpetuate or challenge oppressive
systems.

By critically examining the aesthetics of racial capitalism, we can begin to
dismantle its power and work towards a more equitable future. Through inclusive
storytelling and uplifting marginalized voices, photography property has the
potential to create social change and challenge dominant narratives that uphold
racial hierarchies.

Unintended, The: Photography, Property, and the
Aesthetics of Racial Capitalism (America and the
Long 19th Century) by Monica Huerta (Kindle Edition)

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/DNAdo/Unintended-The-Photography-Property-and-the-Aesthetics-of-Racial-Capitalism-America-and-the-Long-19th-Century.pdf


4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 35412 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 538 pages

Reimagines photography through the long history of ideas of expression

The end of the nineteenth century saw massive developments and innovations in
photography at a time when the forces of Western modernity—industrialization,
racialization, and capitalism—were quickly reshaping the world. The Unintended
slows down the moment in which the technology of photography seemed to
speed itself—and so the history of racial capitalism—up. It follows the substantial
shifts in the markets, mediums, and forms of photography during a legally murky
period at the end of the nineteenth century. Monica Huerta traces the subtle and
paradoxical ways legal thinking through photographic lenses reinscribed a
particular aesthetics of whiteness in the very conceptions of property ownership.

The book pulls together an archive that encompasses the histories of
performance and portraiture alongside the legal, pursuing the logics by which
property rights involving photographs are affirmed (or denied) in precedent-
setting court cases and legal texts. Emphasizing the making of “expression” into
property to focus our attention on the failures of control that cameras do not
invent, but rather put new emphasis on, this book argues that designations of
control’s absence are central to the practice and idea of property-making.
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The Unintended proposes that tracking and analyzing the sensed horizons of
intention, control, autonomy, will, and volition offers another way into
understanding how white supremacy functions. Ultimately, its unique historical
reading practice offers a historically-specific vantage on the everyday workings of
racial capitalism and the inheritances of white supremacy that structure so much
of our lives.
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