
Exploring the Latest Inspection and
Evaluation of USACE Bridges - January 2020
USACE (United States Army Corps of Engineers) plays a crucial role in
maintaining the nation's infrastructure. January 2020 witnessed significant
developments in the inspection and evaluation of USACE bridges. This article
dives deep into the latest practices, challenges, and advancements in ensuring
the safety and functionality of these vital transportation links.

Why is Bridge Inspection Crucial?

Bridges are lifelines that connect different regions, enabling the smooth
movement of people and goods. Regular inspections are necessary to identify
potential structural defects, deterioration, and other issues that may compromise
the safety and functionality of USACE bridges. Inspection and evaluation
programs help in making informed decisions about maintenance, rehabilitation,
and prioritization of bridge projects.

The Inspection Process

The inspection of USACE bridges involves a multi-step process that covers
various aspects, ensuring a comprehensive evaluation of their condition.
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1. Visual Inspection

A visual inspection allows engineers to identify visible signs of deterioration, such
as cracks, corrosion, deformation, or any unusual activity. They examine the
bridge structure, components, and surrounding areas to gather initial information
about its condition.

For the alt attribute: Inspection of USACE bridge showing visible signs of
corrosion and deformation.

2. Non-Destructive Testing

Non-destructive testing techniques are employed to obtain further insights into
the integrity of the bridge. This includes methods like ultrasonic testing,
radiography, magnetic particle testing, and more. These tests help detect hidden
defects and measure the thickness of bridge elements.

For the alt attribute: Non-destructive testing being conducted on USACE bridge
using ultrasonic testing method.

3. Load Testing

Load testing involves applying artificially increased loads to the bridge to assess
its capacity and behavior under different conditions. It measures the deflection
and strain on different structural elements, ensuring their compliance with design
standards.
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For the alt attribute: Load testing being conducted on USACE bridge to assess its
capacity and behavior under increased loads.

Challenges in Inspection and Evaluation

Bridge inspection and evaluation processes present several challenges that need
to be addressed for effective maintenance and enhanced safety:

1. Aging Infrastructure

Many USACE bridges are reaching the end of their design life, demanding
increased attention towards their evaluation and rehabilitation. Aging
infrastructure requires special inspection techniques and proactive maintenance
plans to mitigate potential risks.

2. Limited Resources

USACE, like any other organization, faces limitations in terms of budget and
personnel. The demand to inspect and evaluate numerous bridges within a
predetermined timeframe adds pressure to optimize resources without
compromising on quality and accuracy.

3. Environmental Factors

Bridge inspections often face challenges due to extreme environmental
conditions. Whether it's dealing with high winds, heavy rainfall, or freezing
temperatures, these factors can pose risks to the safety of inspectors and
influence the accuracy of assessments.

Advancements and Technologies

Over the years, the field of bridge inspection and evaluation has witnessed
remarkable advancements in technologies, ensuring more precise and efficient
assessments:



1. Remote Sensing and Drones

Utilizing remote sensing techniques and drones equipped with high-resolution
cameras, engineers can capture detailed imagery of the entire bridge structure
from multiple angles. This provides valuable data for analysis, reducing the need
for human inspection in high-risk areas.

2. Structural Health Monitoring (SHM)

SHM involves installing sensors and monitoring systems on bridges to
continuously track their structural behavior. Real-time data collection helps in
understanding the effects of external factors, traffic patterns, and the overall
health of the structure, allowing for timely interventions.

3. Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning

AI and machine learning algorithms help engineers process vast amounts of
inspection data quickly and accurately. This enables the identification of patterns,
prediction of potential failures, and optimization of maintenance strategies,
enhancing the efficiency of bridge evaluations.

With the growing importance of infrastructure maintenance, the inspection and
evaluation of USACE bridges have become critical aspects of ensuring public
safety and minimizing disruptions in transportation networks. By embracing
advanced technologies, addressing challenges, and implementing proactive
maintenance plans, USACE continues to play a vital role in maintaining the
integrity and functionality of these essential bridges.
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This United States Army Corps of Engineers publication, Engineer Manual EM
1110-2-1102 Engineering and Design: Inspection and Evaluation of USACE
Bridges January 2020, provides guidance for inspecting and evaluating bridges
owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). This manual applies to all
Headquarters, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (HQUSACE) commands having
civil works responsibilities.
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