
Food Not Bombs And The World Class Waste
Of Global Cities
Food Not Bombs is a global movement that aims to address two major issues
plaguing our society - hunger and waste. With a long-standing belief that food is a
basic human right, the organization collects discarded food from supermarkets,
restaurants, and farms, and repurposes it to feed the hungry. As we delve into the
concept of Food Not Bombs, we also unveil the shocking reality of the world-class
waste that plagues our global cities.

The Philosophy Behind Food Not Bombs

The philosophy of Food Not Bombs goes beyond just feeding the hungry. It is an
ideology that emphasizes the redistribution of resources and prioritizes the
sustenance of individuals over warfare and militarization. The movement firmly
believes that the obscene amounts of money spent on arms and military
initiatives could be better utilized to eradicate hunger and poverty.

The concept of Food Not Bombs was birthed in 1980 in Cambridge,
Massachusetts when a group of activists began serving vegetarian meals in
protest of the government's excessive military spending. Since then, the
movement has spread globally, with chapters in nearly every major city around
the world.
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Collecting and Repurposing Food Waste

One of the primary activities of Food Not Bombs is collecting and repurposing
food waste. In our world-class cities, immense amounts of food are discarded
daily due to cosmetic imperfections, expiration dates, or overproduction. Food
Not Bombs takes advantage of this waste by collecting unsold or excess food
from grocery stores, restaurants, farmers' markets, and other food establishments
that would otherwise end up in landfills.

By repurposing this perfectly edible food, Food Not Bombs aims to highlight the
irrationality of a system that prioritizes profit over human sustenance. The meals
prepared by the organization are often vegetarian or vegan, not only to promote
healthier eating habits but also to minimize the environmental impact of the
livestock industry.

Feeding the Hungry and Building Communities

Food Not Bombs believes in the power of communal meals to build stronger
communities and foster solidarity among individuals facing food insecurity. Many
chapters of the organization organize regular community meals in public spaces,
where volunteers serve hot meals to anyone who needs them. These meals often
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become a hub for sharing stories, building friendships, and advocating for social
change.

Food Not Bombs does not discriminate against those who seek its services.
Whether it is the homeless, low-income families, or individuals affected by a
natural disaster, everyone is welcome to share a meal. By providing sustenance
to those in need, the organization hopes to create a sense of belonging and
inspire mutual support among community members.

The World-Class Waste of Global Cities

While Food Not Bombs works tirelessly to address food waste and hunger, the
underlying issue lies in the tremendous waste generated by global cities. Our
world-class cities, emblematic of progress and prosperity, unfortunately, produce
staggering amounts of waste on a daily basis.

The food waste generated by supermarkets, restaurants, and households in
these cities is appalling. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO), approximately one-third of all food produced globally for human
consumption is lost or wasted every year. This amounts to around 1.3 billion tons
of food, while nearly 690 million people suffer from hunger.

Food waste is not just a moral concern; it also has severe environmental
consequences. The resources used to produce this wasted food, including water,
energy, and land, are squandered alongside it. Moreover, the decomposition of
food waste in landfills releases harmful greenhouse gases, contributing to climate
change.

The Need for Change



The existence of Food Not Bombs and similar organizations highlights the
pressing need for change in our global cities. It challenges us to reconsider our
priorities as a society, urging us to redirect resources from wasteful ventures
towards initiatives that benefit humanity.

Efforts have been made at a governmental and individual level to address food
waste, such as implementing better waste management systems and
encouraging responsible consumer behavior. However, much more needs to be
done to tackle this pressing issue.

Global cities must adopt sustainable practices that prioritize reducing food waste
and ensuring access to nutritious meals for all. This entails promoting responsible
consumption, supporting local food banks, and encouraging partnerships
between food establishments and organizations like Food Not Bombs.

In

Food Not Bombs shines a light on the immense waste generated by our world-
class cities while simultaneously addressing hunger and the redistribution of
resources. Through its collective actions and community-building initiatives, the
movement seeks to create a just and equitable world.

To truly combat the world-class waste of global cities, it is crucial for both
individuals and governments to take responsibility and implement sustainable
changes. Together, we can build a future where the basic human right to food is
respected, and resources are utilized to address societal needs rather than
perpetuating waste.
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In A Mass Conspiracy to Feed People, David Boarder Giles explores the ways in
which capitalism simultaneously manufactures waste and scarcity. Illustrating
how communities of marginalized people and discarded things gather and
cultivate political possibilities, Giles documents the work of Food Not Bombs
(FNB), a global movement of grassroots soup kitchens that recover wasted
grocery surpluses and redistribute them to those in need. He explores FNB's
urban contexts: the global cities in which late-capitalist economies and
unsustainable consumption precipitate excess, inequality, food waste, and
hunger. Beginning in urban dumpsters, Giles traces the logic by which perfectly
edible commodities are nonetheless thrown out—an act that manufactures food
scarcity—to the social order of “world-class” cities, the pathways of discarded
food as it circulates through the FNB kitchen, and the anticapitalist political
movements the kitchen represents. Describing the mutual entanglement of global
capitalism and anticapitalist transgression, Giles captures those emergent forms
of generosity, solidarity, and resistance that spring from the global city's
marginalized residents.
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