
Four Simple Truths For Bringing America
Schools Back To Reality
Education plays a crucial role in the development of any nation. It shapes the
minds and futures of our children. However, in recent years, American schools
have been facing numerous challenges that have led to a decline in overall
education quality. It is time for us to acknowledge some simple truths that can
help bring our schools back to reality.

1. Prioritizing Standardized Testing over Actual Learning

In an attempt to evaluate school performance, standardized testing has become
the driving force behind education policies. While assessments have their merits,
the emphasis on test scores has led to a narrative that places too much
importance on rote memorization and regurgitation of information rather than
critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

The truth is that true education cannot be measured solely by test results. To
bring our schools back to reality, we must shift our focus from high-stakes testing
to nurturing creativity, curiosity, and a love for lifelong learning.
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2. Neglecting the Emotional Well-being of Students

The mental and emotional well-being of students is frequently overlooked in many
schools. Pressure to excel academically, bullying, and high expectations can take
a toll on students' mental health, leading to anxiety, depression, and even suicide
in extreme cases.

Bringing American schools back to reality requires prioritizing the emotional well-
being of students. Creating a supportive and inclusive environment, implementing
effective anti-bullying measures, and providing access to mental health resources
can help nurture healthy individuals, paving the way for academic success.

3. Insufficient Funding and Resources

America's schools are grappling with a significant issue – lack of adequate
funding and resources. Insufficient budgets have led to overcrowded classrooms,
outdated materials, and limited extracurricular opportunities. This scarcity of
resources hampers the ability of teachers to provide quality education.

Bringing our schools back to reality involves acknowledging the importance of
investing in education. Adequate funding should be allocated to reduce class
sizes, update learning materials, and provide teachers with the necessary tools
and professional development opportunities. Only then can we expect our
education system to thrive.

4. Inequality in Education

The truth is that not all students across America have access to the same quality
of education. A significant achievement gap exists between students from
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different socioeconomic backgrounds, race, and geographic locations. This
inequality perpetuates a cycle of educational disadvantage, limiting the
opportunities available to certain students.

To bring America's schools back to reality, we must address this issue head-on.
Providing equitable access to resources, ensuring diverse representation among
teachers and administrators, and implementing targeted support programs for
disadvantaged students are crucial steps in closing the achievement gap and
creating equal opportunities for all.

Bringing America schools back to reality requires acknowledging these simple
truths. By shifting our focus from standardized testing to holistic development,
prioritizing students' emotional well-being, investing in adequate resources, and
striving for educational equality, we can rebuild a system that truly prepares our
children for a brighter future.
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With four simple truths as his framework, Charles Murray, the bestselling
coauthor of The Bell Curve, sweeps away the hypocrisy, wishful thinking, and
upside-down priorities that grip America’s educational establishment.

Ability varies. Children differ in their ability to learn academic material. Doing our
best for every child requires, above all else, that we embrace that simplest of
truths. America’s educational system does its best to ignore it.

Half of the children are below average. Many children cannot learn more than
rudimentary reading and math. Real Education reviews what we know about the
limits of what schools can do and the results of four decades of policies that
require schools to divert huge resources to unattainable goals.

Too many people are going to college. Almost everyone should get training
beyond high school, but the number of students who want, need, or can profit
from four years of residential education at the college level is a fraction of the
number of young people who are struggling to get a degree. We have set up a
standard known as the BA, stripped it of its traditional content, and made it an
artificial job qualification. Then we stigmatize everyone who doesn’t get one. For
most of America’s young people, today’s college system is a punishing
anachronism.

America’s future depends on how we educate the academically gifted. An elite
already runs the country, whether we like it or not. Since everything we watch,
hear, and read is produced by that elite, and since every business and
government department is run by that elite, it is time to start thinking about the
kind of education needed by the young people who will run the country. The task
is not to give them more advanced technical training, but to give them an
education that will make them into wiser adults; not to pamper them, but to hold
their feet to the fire.



The good news is that change is not only possible but already happening. Real
Education describes the technological and economic trends that are creating
options for parents who want the right education for their children, teachers who
want to be free to teach again, and young people who want to find something
they love doing and learn how to do it well. These are the people for whom Real
Education was written. It is they, not the politicians or the educational
establishment, who will bring American schools back to reality.

Twenty-four years ago, Charles Murray’s Losing Ground changed the way the
nation thought about welfare. Real Education is about to do the same thing for
America’s schools.
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