
Friends, Colleagues, and Coworkers Recall
Gia Carangi: The Supermodel Who Defined

Gia Carangi, a name that resonates with beauty, talent, and tragedy. In the late
1970s and early 1980s, Gia Carangi made an indelible mark on the fashion
industry, becoming one of the first supermodels to gain worldwide fame and
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recognition. Her mesmerizing looks and fierce attitude captivated photographers,
designers, and audiences alike, making her a force to be reckoned with.

Born on January 29, 1960, in Philadelphia, Gia Marie Carangi was destined for
greatness. Her unique features, including her dark hair, green eyes, and a
distinctive gap between her front teeth, set her apart from the traditional beauty
standards of the time. It was clear that Gia Carangi was destined to become a
star.
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The Rise to Stardom

Gia's journey into the fashion world began when she was just a teenager. At the
age of 17, she was scouted by a local agent while visiting New York City. It didn't
take long for her natural talent to shine through, and she quickly gained the
attention of top industry professionals.
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Her breakthrough came in 1978 when she signed with the prestigious Wilhelmina
Models agency. From that point on, Gia Carangi's career skyrocketed. She
graced the covers of numerous high-fashion magazines, including Vogue,
Cosmopolitan, and Harper's Bazaar, becoming an instant sensation.

A Charismatic Force

What set Gia apart from other models of her time was her magnetic personality
and unique ability to bring life and emotions to every photoshoot. Photographers
raved about her raw energy and versatility in front of the camera. She could
effortlessly transition from high-fashion elegance to edgy and raw, making each
image a work of art.

Gia Carangi's confidence and captivating presence made her a favorite among
designers as well. Versace, Armani, and Yves Saint Laurent all clamored to have
her walk their runways, proving that she was not just a pretty face, but a force to
be reckoned with.

The Downfall

With fame came the allure of the glamorous fashion industry lifestyle. Gia began
to succumb to the pressures and temptations that surrounded her. Substance
abuse and an unhealthy lifestyle ultimately led to her downfall, affecting her
career and personal life.

Friends, colleagues, and coworkers saw the toll that Gia's addiction was taking
on her, as her once radiant persona gradually began to fade. Her natural beauty
was overshadowed by a darker side that was consuming her from within.

Tragic Loss



In 1983, at the age of only 26, Gia Carangi lost her battle with AIDS. Her death
sent shockwaves through the fashion industry, revealing the harsh reality behind
its glamorous facade. Gia's untimely passing served as a wake-up call, shedding
light on the darker side of the industry and the importance of taking care of
oneself, both physically and mentally.

Though her career was tragically cut short, Gia Carangi's impact on the fashion
industry remains undeniable. In the years since her passing, her legacy has been
immortalized in books, documentaries, and even a biographical film starring
Angelina Jolie.

Remembering Gia

Decades after her death, Gia Carangi is still remembered fondly by those who
had the privilege of working with her. Friends, colleagues, and coworkers recall
her magnetic personality, her infectious laughter, and her unwavering dedication
to her craft. For them, Gia was more than just a supermodel; she was a friend
and an inspiration.

From photographers who captured her essence on film to fellow models who
shared runway moments with her, Gia Carangi's impact continues to shape the
fashion industry. Her unique beauty, bold spirit, and tragic story serve as a
reminder of the highs and lows that can come with pursuing a dream and the
importance of cherishing one's own well-being.

A Lasting Legacy

Gia Carangi's story helps us understand the human side of supermodels and the
challenges they face behind the glamorous curtain. It serves as a reminder that
everyone, regardless of their external beauty or success, is susceptible to their
own struggles.



As the fashion industry continues to evolve, Gia's legacy lives on, a symbol of the
impact one individual can have on an entire industry. Her story serves as a
cautionary tale and a call to action for the importance of mental and physical well-
being in a world where appearances often take precedence.

So let us remember Gia Carangi, the supermodel who defined an era, as more
than just a beautiful face. Let us remember her as a reminder of the fragility and
resilience of the human spirit, and the importance of supporting one another on
our journeys.
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"The book is excellent."――Michael Carangi
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In February 1978, when the flawless Gia Carangi arrived in New York at the age
of barely eighteen, she had already landed a contract with one of the most
prestigious modeling agencies in the world. The future that lay before her seemed
dazzling. Blessed with a magnetic beauty and a unique personality, the young
Philadelphia native reached the peak of success in only a few months, quickly
joining the elite ranks of “supermodels.” One of the most requested models in her
field, Gia appeared regularly in such magazines as Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar, and
Cosmopolitan. For all intents and purposes, Gia’s life quickly became a fairy tale
—or so it seemed. In only a few years, Gia’s destiny was complicated by
unscrupulous individuals and by her inability to manage her cataclysmic success.
Once on that road, the legendary model began a decline that led to her tragic
end.
Born This Way brings to light never-before-heard stories and unusual memories
of Gia, offering new perspectives on her life, career, and personality. Through
these previously unpublished accounts by those who knew and worked with Gia,
Lanvin shines a spotlight on the woman herself, peering beneath the fast-lane
glamor and the fame to capture the true essence of a supermodel who continues
to mesmerize the world even decades after her death.

****
REVIEWS/PRAISES FOR LANVIN

"The book is VERY impressive." _Stan Malinowski (Fashion Photographer)

"It's the most truthful telling of Gia Carangi's story." _Anthony DeMay (Fashion
Hairstylist)

"I stayed up late last night reading it. You have done an incredible job, the variety
of perspectives gives a depth and respect to Gia that has long been wanting.
Your writing style and quality of research, objectiveness and empathy shine



through throughout. You should be proud and I am sure Gia would have approved
heartily." _Bob Menna (Model)

"You have done a splendid job. I am very touched by the many remembrances
that people
shared and how much she affected them in a positive way. This would be a far
better movie than the one already made." _Maury Hopson (Fashion Hairstylist)
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