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Over the past few decades, the world has witnessed a remarkable shift in the

priorities of global concerns. From the infamous BSE crisis to the ever-increasing
issue of global warming, environmental concerns have taken center stage in our

collective consciousness. This article delves into the fascinating journey of how
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the world's focus has shifted from one environmental concern to another and

explores the urgent need for action in the face of global warming.

The BSE Crisis: A Wake-Up Call

In the 1980s and 1990s, the world was gripped by the fear of Bovine Spongiform
Encephalopathy (BSE), commonly known as mad cow disease. The outbreak of
this degenerative neurological disorder in cattle sent shockwaves through the

agricultural industry and public health sectors.
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With reports of humans contracting variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease (vCJD) as

a result of consuming BSE-infected beef, the fear and uncertainty surrounding
BSE reached new heights. Governments around the world scrambled to put in
place measures to contain the spread of the disease and assure their citizens of

the safety of beef consumption.

The BSE crisis served as a wake-up call for the world, highlighting the potential

dangers of the industrialized farming methods that had become prevalent. It shed
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light on the interconnectedness of human, animal, and environmental health, and
ignited discussions on the need for a more sustainable and ethical approach to

agriculture.

A Shift in Focus: Climate Change Takes Center Stage

As the BSE crisis slowly receded into the background, another environmental
concern began to take center stage: climate change. Scientists, activists, and
policymakers sounded the alarm on the dire consequences of carbon emissions

and global warming.

Driven by a growing body of evidence, discussions around climate change gained
traction in the early 2000s. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) released several reports highlighting the link between human activities
and the changing climate. These reports, coupled with extreme weather events
and melting ice caps, captured global attention and raised widespread awareness

about the urgent need to address global warming.

The Paris Agreement of 2015 further galvanized international efforts to combat
climate change, with countries pledging to limit global warming to well below 2
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. This landmark agreement marked a

significant turning point in the fight against global warming.

The Urgency of Action: Confronting the Impact of Global Warming

Today, the consequences of global warming are far-reaching and alarming. Rising
sea levels, extreme weather events, and mass species extinction are just a few of

the devastating effects of climate change that we are witnessing.

The urgency of action has never been more critical. Governments and individuals

alike are being called upon to make significant changes in their behavior to



mitigate and adapt to the effects of global warming. From transitioning to
renewable energy sources to implementing sustainable agricultural practices,
concerted efforts are being made at various levels to combat this pressing

challenge.

However, the journey towards effective and widespread action on global warming
is not without its hurdles. Political and economic factors often impede progress,
creating a significant barrier to meaningful change. The importance of continued
advocacy and awareness-raising cannot be underestimated as we strive to create

a sustainable future for generations to come.

In

The shift in global concerns, from the BSE crisis to the urgent issue of global
warming, signifies a fundamental change in our awareness and understanding of
environmental issues. As we confront the realities of climate change, it is
essential to remember the lessons learned from past environmental crises, such

as the BSE outbreak.

The path towards a sustainable future is paved with challenges, but it is through
collective action and a commitment to change that we can address the pressing
concerns of global warming. By learning from the mistakes of the past and
prioritizing the health of our planet, we can strive towards a more resilient and

environmentally conscious future.
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Newly revised and updated in the light of COVID-19

For most of the latter part of the last century, and the early part of this, Britain has
been assailed by a succession of 'scares', from salmonella and eggs to BSE,
from the Millennium Bug to bird flu, from DDT to passive smoking, from asbestos

to global warming.

These scares have become one of the most conspicuous and damaging features
of our modern world, so much so that as we entered the third decade of the new
century, our senses had become so blunted that we scarcely recognised the real
thing for what it was, until it arrived — COVID-19, for which we were almost

completely unprepared.

The authors analyse the crucial roles of the different factions who perpetrated the
scares: from the scientists who misread or manipulated the evidence to the media
and lobbyists who eagerly promoted scares without regard to the consequences,
and the politicians and officials who came up with absurdly disproportionate

responses, leaving us to pay a colossal price.
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In this updated edition, Scared to Death not only presents a detailed account of

the scares that have dominated our society for the past 50 years — through all of

which the authors lived — but also examines the background to the COVID-19

pandemic, tracing our lack of preparedness to its roots and then assessing, by

way of contrast, why this is the real thing, as opposed to the succession of scares

that we have experienced.
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