
Germany's Great War Gamble in World War I

The First World War, also known as the Great War, was a global conflict that
lasted from 1914 to 1918. It involved many nations, but one of the most
significant players was Germany. Germany's approach to the war can be seen as
a great gamble, as it was a high-risk strategy with the potential for high rewards
or catastrophic failure. This article explores the factors that led to Germany's
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gamble, the tactics they employed, and the consequences for both Germany and
the rest of the world.

The Context: Germany's Position Before the War

Prior to the outbreak of World War I, Germany had been rapidly industrializing
and expanding its military capabilities. It had become a major European power
and sought to establish dominance on the continent. However, Germany was
surrounded by hostile countries that felt threatened by its rise, including France
and Russia. Additionally, the British Empire, with its vast naval forces, posed a
significant challenge to Germany’s ambitions. In this tense environment,
Germany made a bold decision to pursue a strategic gamble in the hope of
securing victory.
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The Schlieffen Plan: Germany's High-Risk Strategy

The Schlieffen Plan was the cornerstone of Germany's war strategy. Developed
by General Alfred von Schlieffen, this plan aimed to achieve a swift victory
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against both France and Russia by exploiting Germany's geographical
advantages. The plan called for a massive flank attack through neutral Belgium,
encircling French forces and capturing Paris within six weeks. With France
incapacitated, Germany could then turn its attention to the Eastern Front and
tackle Russia. However, this plan relied on quick execution and depended on
several factors falling into place.

The Implementation and Failures of the Schlieffen Plan
Germany's implementation of the Schlieffen Plan encountered significant
obstacles. The invasion of Belgium sparked international outrage and led to
Britain's entry into the war as Germany's opponents. This slowed down the
German advance and diverted resources that were crucial for the success of the
plan. Additionally, logistical challenges and unexpected resistance from Belgian
and French forces prevented Germany from achieving its intended swift victory.
Despite initial successes, the plan ultimately failed to achieve its objectives.

Consequences and Lessons Learned

Germany's gamble in World War I had far-reaching consequences. The failure of
the Schlieffen Plan prolonged the war and led to a prolonged stalemate on the
Western Front. Massive casualties were incurred by both sides, and the war
became a brutal and bloody conflict in the trenches. Germany's ambitious gamble
had not only failed to secure a victory but also caused immense suffering.

In

Germany's great war gamble in World War I was a high-risk strategy that
ultimately did not pay off. By relying on the Schlieffen Plan, Germany hoped to
secure a quick and decisive victory but encountered significant obstacles and
ultimately faced defeat. The consequences of this gamble were disastrous, with



the war lasting four long and devastating years. Germany's experience in the
Great War serves as a cautionary tale about the perils of pursuing overly
ambitious and risky strategies.
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“An absorbing work for those interested in both the Great War and early
submarine-based strategic theory.” —Naval History

This deeply researched and engaging account of the use of U-Boats in the First
World War focuses on both diplomatic and economic aspects as well as the
tactical and strategic use of the U-boats.

The book also examines the role played by US president Woodrow Wilson and
his response to American shipping being sunk by U-boats—and how that
ultimately forced his hand to declare war on Germany.

Includes photos and illustrations
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“An excellent illumination of a multiclass, militaristic, and diplomatically inept state
trying to adapt to the realities of modern war and the exploitation of new
technology—and catastrophically failing.” —Naval History

“Highly recommended.” —The Northern Mariner
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