
Great Writers On Great Beatles Songs
The Beatles are undoubtedly one of the greatest musical phenomena in history.
Their influence on popular culture and music is immeasurable, and their songs
continue to captivate audiences around the world even decades after their
breakup. In this article, we explore the perspectives of some great writers on the
timeless appeal and brilliance of various Beatles songs that have left an indelible
mark on our hearts and minds.

The Emotional Power of "Hey Jude" - A Masterpiece by Paul
McCartney

No discussion about the Beatles' greatest songs can be complete without
mentioning "Hey Jude." This iconic anthem, written by Paul McCartney and
released in 1968, has become a timeless classic known for its emotional power
and uplifting message.
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Renowned author John Green believes that "Hey Jude" is a masterclass in
songwriting. He says, "The combination of Paul McCartney's brilliant melody,
heartfelt lyrics, and the raw emotion he puts into his vocals is what makes this
song so incredibly powerful. It's a song that can bring tears to your eyes and
comfort your soul, all within its enchanting six-minute duration."

Green emphasizes the universal appeal of "Hey Jude" and its ability to connect
with people of all ages and backgrounds. He adds, "The beauty of this song lies
in its simplicity and relatability. Whether you're going through a rough patch or
celebrating a joyful moment, 'Hey Jude' is there to remind you that everything will
be alright."

The Artistic Brilliance of "Eleanor Rigby" - A Masterpiece by John
Lennon and Paul McCartney
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"Eleanor Rigby" is another Beatles song that has garnered much critical acclaim.
Released in 1966, this hauntingly beautiful track delves into themes of loneliness
and solitude, leaving a lasting impact on listeners.

Author J.K. Rowling, best known for her Harry Potter series, reflects on the
literary quality of "Eleanor Rigby." She describes it as "a poignant work of art that
transports the listener into a vividly imagined world. John Lennon's lyrics and
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Paul McCartney's haunting melody weave together seamlessly to create a
narrative that is both heartbreaking and thought-provoking."

Rowling believes that "Eleanor Rigby" is an example of the Beatles transcending
their musical boundaries and exploring the realms of storytelling. She says, "This
song showcases the band's evolution from mere musicians to true storytellers. It
is a testament to their artistic brilliance and their ability to touch the deepest
recesses of our souls through their craft."

The Timeless Appeal of "Yesterday" - A Masterpiece by Paul
McCartney

One Beatles song that has achieved unparalleled success and recognition is
"Yesterday." Released in 1965, this masterpiece written by Paul McCartney has
become one of the most covered and celebrated songs in history.
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Author Stephen King is a big admirer of "Yesterday" and its enduring appeal. He
emphasizes its simplicity and universality, saying, "Paul McCartney struck gold
with 'Yesterday.' Its beautifully crafted melody feels like an old friend, and the
lyrics capture an ineffable sense of longing and nostalgia that resonates with
listeners across generations."

King believes that "Yesterday" possesses a timeless quality that sets it apart from
other songs. He adds, "The genius of this song lies in its ability to evoke raw
emotions and transport us to a different time and place. It's a testament to
McCartney's songwriting prowess and his understanding of what truly connects
with people."

The Revolutionary Impact of "A Day in the Life" - A Masterpiece by
John Lennon and Paul McCartney



"A Day in the Life" is often regarded as one of the most groundbreaking songs
ever recorded. This epic track, released in 1967, is a collaboration between John
Lennon and Paul McCartney, and it showcases the band's willingness to
experiment and push creative boundaries.

Renowned author Margaret Atwood appreciates the revolutionary impact of "A
Day in the Life." She describes it as "a musical journey that challenges
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conventional song structures and takes listeners on a transformative experience.
The combination of Lennon's introspective verses and McCartney's grandiose
finale creates a sense of urgency and introspection."

Atwood believes that "A Day in the Life" represents the Beatles' willingness to
break free from traditional norms and embrace a more avant-garde approach to
music. She says, "This song was a testament to their artistic restlessness and
their desire to explore uncharted territories. It shattered barriers and paved the
way for future generations of musicians to push the boundaries of creativity."

The Enduring Legacy of the Beatles

The examples mentioned above are just a glimpse of the countless Beatles
songs that have left an indelible mark on music history. From the infectious
energy of "Help!" to the psychedelic landscapes of "Strawberry Fields Forever,"
each Beatles song offers a unique experience and carries its own weight in the
realm of artistic excellence.

Celebrated authors and songwriters agree that the Beatles' songs are more than
just music – they are works of art that continue to inspire and resonate with
audiences worldwide. Through their timeless melodies, thought-provoking lyrics,
and unwavering creativity, the Beatles have earned their place as influential
figures in the world of music.

So, whether you're a die-hard Beatles fan or a newcomer to their music, take a
moment to immerse yourself in the magic of their songs and discover the
multitude of emotions they have to offer. The legacy of the Beatles will
undoubtedly endure for generations to come, and their songs will continue to be
celebrated as masterpieces of modern music.
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The perfect gift for any Beatles fan, In Their Lives is an anthology of essays from
a chorus of twenty-nine luminaries singing the praises of their favorite Beatles
songs.

The Beatles’ influence—on their contemporaries, on our cultural consciousness,
and on the music industry ever after—is difficult to overstate. We all have a
favorite song from the band that made us want to fall in love, tune in, and follow
our dreams. Arranged chronologically by the date of the song’s release, these
essays highlight both the Beatles’ evolution as well as the span of generations
their music affected. Whether they are Beatlemaniacs who grew up listening to
the iconic albums on vinyl or new fans who stream their favorite songs on their
phones, all of the contributors explore that poignant intersection between Beatles
history and personal history.

With contributions from twenty-nine authors and musicians—Roz Chast on “She
Loves You,” Jane Smiley on “I Want to Hold Your Hand,” Rosanne Cash on “No
Reply,” Gerald Early on “I’m a Loser,” Rick Moody on “The End,” Maria Popova
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on “Yellow Submarine,” David Duchovny on “Dear Prudence,” Chuck Klosterman
on “Helter Skelter,” David Hajdu on “You Know My Name (Look Up the Number),”
and more—the breadth of the band’s impact is clear. From musings on young
love and family strife to explorations of racial boundaries and identity, these
essays pay tribute to a band that ran the gamut of human experience in a way no
musical group has done before or since.

Timed for the fiftieth anniversary of the release of Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts
Club Band, this anthology captures the full spectrum of reasons fans still love the
Fab Four after all these years.  

“In Their Lives is full of pleasant surprises.”—New York Times
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