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When it comes to search and seizure, individuals' rights to privacy are essential
to maintaining a fair and just society. Throughout history, various legal cases have
shaped the boundaries and guidelines surrounding search and seizure practices.
Understanding these major decisions is crucial for anyone concerned about
protecting individual rights.

The Fourth Amendment and Search and Seizure

The Fourth Amendment of the United States Constitution provides protection
against unreasonable searches and seizures. It states, "The right of the people to
be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable
searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but
upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly
describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized."

However, the implementation and interpretation of the Fourth Amendment have
been subject to numerous legal battles and landmark decisions. This article will
explore some of the major rulings that have shaped search and seizure practices
and their impact on individual rights.
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1. Mapp v. Ohio (1961)

In this groundbreaking case, the Supreme Court ruled that evidence obtained
through an illegal search and seizure, in violation of the Fourth Amendment, is
inadmissible in state courts. This decision, often referred to as the "exclusionary
rule," established an essential protection for individuals' privacy rights. It ensures
that evidence obtained unlawfully cannot be used against the accused in a court
of law.

2. Terry v. Ohio (1968)

The case of Terry v. Ohio introduced the concept of "stop-and-frisk" searches. It
allowed law enforcement officers to conduct a brief search for weapons if they
have reasonable suspicion that the person stopped is armed and dangerous. This
decision balanced individual privacy rights with the need to ensure public safety.
It set the precedent for limited searches based on a lower standard of suspicion
than probable cause.

3. Katz v. United States (1967)

Katz v. United States expanded the scope of the Fourth Amendment to protect
individuals' reasonable expectation of privacy, even in public places. The
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Supreme Court ruled that the government's use of a listening device to
eavesdrop on a phone booth conversation without a warrant violated Katz's
Fourth Amendment rights. This case highlighted the need to adapt privacy laws to
advancements in technology.

4. Riley v. California (2014)

Riley v. California addressed the issue of digital privacy in the modern age. The
Supreme Court unanimously ruled that warrantless searches of cell phones are
unconstitutional. The decision recognized the extensive amount of personal
information stored on phones and the need for stronger protections in the digital
realm.

5. Carpenter v. United States (2018)

Carpenter v. United States dealt with the privacy implications of cell phone
location data. The Supreme Court held that obtaining historical cell phone
location records without a warrant violated an individual's Fourth Amendment
rights. This decision affirmed that individuals have a reasonable expectation of
privacy regarding their physical movements tracked by their cell phones.

These major decisions have significantly shaped search and seizure practices as
well as individual privacy rights. They establish crucial boundaries and guidelines
for law enforcement, ensuring that searches and seizures are conducted within
the framework of the Fourth Amendment. Understanding these rulings empowers
individuals to protect their rights and advocate for a balance between privacy and
public safety.

Additional Resources:

Fourth Amendment - Legal Information Institute



Oyez - Supreme Court Cases

American Civil Liberties Union
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In any episode of the popular television show Law and Order, questions of police
procedure in collecting evidence often arise. Was a search legal? Was the
evidence obtained lawfully? Did the police follow the rules in pursuing their case?
While the show depicts fictional cases and scenarios, police procedure with
regard to search and seizure is a real and significant issue in the criminal justice
system today. The subject of many Supreme Court decisions, they seriously
impact the way police pursue their investigations, the way prosecutors proceed
with their cases, and the way defense attorneys defend their clients. This book
answers these questions and explains these decisions in accessible and easy to
follow language. Each chapter explores a separate case or series of cases
involving the application of the Fourth Amendment to current police investigatory
practices or prosecutorial conduct of the criminal trial. The police-related cases
involve topics such as searches of suspects (both prior and incident to arrest),
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pretext stops, the knock-and-announce rule, interrogation procedures, and the
parameters of an individual's reasonable expectation of privacy. The prosecutor-
related cases involve topics such as jury selection, the right to counsel, and
sentencing. This important overview serves as an to the realities and practicalities
of police investigation and the functioning of the criminal justice system when
search and seizure becomes an issue.
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