
Guiding Our Girls Through The Princess
Obsessed Years
Do you have a daughter who is in the midst of her princess-obsessed phase?
Many young girls go through a period where they are infatuated with princesses –
from dressing up as their favorite princesses to dreaming of magical castles and
happily ever afters. While this phase can be endearing and fun, it's essential for
parents to guide their girls through this princess obsession to ensure they
develop a healthy understanding of gender roles, self-worth, and body image.

It's crucial to remember that princesses depicted in children's stories often
reinforce traditional gender roles and unrealistic beauty standards. Little girls may
start to believe that they need to be saved by a prince or that beauty is the most
important quality they can possess. As parents, we have the responsibility to
challenge these stereotypes and promote a more diverse and empowered view of
femininity.

So, how can you guide your daughter through her princess-obsessed years?
Here are some tips:
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1. Encourage Critical Thinking

Discuss the characters and storylines with your daughter. Encourage her to think
critically about the messages being portrayed. Ask questions like, "Why do you
think the princess needs to be saved?" or "What other qualities make a person
valuable besides beauty?" By engaging in these conversations, you help your
daughter develop a more nuanced understanding of the stories and characters
she loves.

2. Introduce Strong Female Role Models

Expose your daughter to a diverse range of female role models who challenge
traditional princess stereotypes. Share stories of real-life women who have
achieved great things in various fields like science, sports, and art. Books and
movies featuring strong female protagonists, who exhibit bravery, intelligence,
and kindness, can also be excellent choices.
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3. Emphasize Inner Qualities

Teach your daughter that inner qualities, such as kindness, intelligence, courage,
and resilience, are far more important than external beauty. Encourage her
interests beyond princesses and help her explore different hobbies and skills that
focus on personal growth rather than appearance. By emphasizing inner
qualities, you help her build a solid foundation of self-worth.
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4. Encourage Imaginative Play Beyond Princesses

While it's perfectly fine for your daughter to engage in imaginative play as a
princess, also provide her with other options. Offer toys and props that allow her
to explore various roles, professions, and adventures. Encourage her to be a
scientist, a doctor, or an astronaut – let her imagination soar beyond the confines
of a castle.

5. Be Mindful of Merchandise

Be mindful of the princess-themed merchandise you expose your daughter to.
Consider the messages and values they promote. Opt for merchandise that also
celebrates the inner qualities and achievements of the characters rather than
solely focusing on physical appearance.

6. Maintain Open Communication

Keep an open line of communication with your daughter. Create a safe space
where she feels comfortable discussing her interests, thoughts, and concerns.
Listen to her perspectives and provide guidance when necessary. This
communication helps in shaping her mindset and enables her to challenge
societal expectations.

7. Foster a Balanced Media Diet

While it may be challenging to entirely avoid princess-themed media, strive to
introduce a balanced media diet. Provide a wide variety of books, movies, and TV
shows that showcase different narratives and role models. Exposing your
daughter to diverse stories empowers her to think beyond the princess imagery.



8. Guide Her Fashion Choices

Encourage your daughter to express her style and personality beyond princess
dresses. Offer her choices that celebrate her individuality and interests. Help her
understand that dressing up can be about creativity and self-expression rather
than conforming to a specific ideal.

9. Celebrate Accomplishments
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Shift the focus from appearance-based compliments to celebrating her
accomplishments and personal growth. Praise her for her kindness, intelligence,
and efforts in pursuing her passions. By doing so, you help her understand that
her value extends far beyond her physical appearance.

10. Lead by Example

Finally, lead by example. Be mindful of the language you use, the media you
consume, and the values you promote. Show your daughter what it means to
challenge stereotypes and embrace her own unique qualities. Your actions speak
louder than words.

Guiding your daughter through the princess-obsessed years is an opportunity to
teach her about empowerment, self-worth, and critical thinking. By challenging
traditional gender roles and promoting diverse representations of femininity, you
help her develop a strong sense of self and navigate the world with confidence
and independence.

Remember, the princess phase is just a phase, but the lessons you impart will
have a lasting impact on your daughter's development. Embrace this opportunity
to shape her into a resilient, empowered young woman who knows her worth
goes beyond the confines of fairy tales.
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How to Raise Empowered Girls in a Princess World!

It's no secret that little girls love princesses, but behind the twirly dresses and
glittery crowns sits a powerful marketing machine, delivering negative stereotypes
about gender, race, and beauty to young girls. So how can you protect your
daughter, fight back, and offer new, less harmful options for their princess
obsession?

The Princess Problem features real advice and stories from parents, educators,
psychologists, children's industry insiders that will help equip our daughters to
navigate the princess-saturated media landscape. With excellent research and
tips to guide parents through honest conversations with their kids, The Princess
Problem is the parenting resource to raising thoughful, open-minded children.

"a very insightful look at our princess culture...Parents ? this is a must read!" —
Brenda Chapman, Writer/Director, Disney/Pixar's BRAVE
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