
Highway Jurisdiction Guidelines For Highway
And Street Systems

Are you interested in learning about the jurisdiction guidelines for highways and
street systems? As you travel along the highways and streets, have you ever
wondered who is in charge of maintaining them and ensuring safety? In this
comprehensive article, we will delve into the world of highway jurisdictions,
providing you with all the information you need to know.

Understanding Highway Jurisdiction

Highway jurisdiction refers to the authority and responsibility that an organization
or entity possesses over the maintenance, planning, and regulation of highways
and street systems. It involves determining who has control over particular roads,
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ensuring their adequate maintenance, and establishing policies and guidelines for
their use.
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Jurisdiction can vary depending on the type of road or highway. Generally,
highways fall under the jurisdiction of either federal, state, or local governmental
bodies. This hierarchy allows for a clear division of responsibilities and ensures
that the different levels of government can efficiently manage their respective
road networks.

Jurisdiction Guidelines

Highway jurisdiction guidelines are a set of rules and regulations that outline the
roles, responsibilities, and maintenance standards for the various entities
involved in managing highways and street systems. These guidelines help
streamline the decision-making process, promote consistency, and ensure the
safety and efficiency of the transportation network.
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The specifics of jurisdiction guidelines may vary from region to region, but
common elements typically include:

Designation of the governing body responsible for each category of road
(federal, state, or local)

Criteria for determining road classifications

Standards for road design, construction, and maintenance

Guidelines for signage, road markings, and traffic control devices

Enforcement protocol for violations and penalties

Federal Highway Jurisdiction

The federal government plays a crucial role in highway jurisdiction, particularly in
the case of interstate highways. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is
responsible for overseeing the development and maintenance of these major
roadways. They work closely with state transportation departments to ensure
compliance with federal guidelines, funding projects, and providing technical
assistance.

Interstate highways, denoted by the iconic shield-shaped signs, are designed to
connect states across the country, facilitating long-distance travel and commerce.
Due to their national significance, they fall under federal jurisdiction, and the
FHWA ensures they meet specific standards regarding design, construction, and
maintenance.

State Highway Jurisdiction

State highways, also known as state routes, exist within the jurisdiction of
individual state governments. Each state has its own department of transportation
responsible for managing and maintaining these vital roads. State highway



jurisdiction typically encompasses major arteries connecting cities, towns, and
rural areas within the state.

State governments have the authority to establish regulations specific to their
highways, including speed limits, weight restrictions, and traffic laws. They work
closely with local municipalities to coordinate road maintenance, repair, and
improvement projects.

Local Street Jurisdiction

Local streets, which include neighborhood roads and city streets, fall under the
jurisdiction of the local government, usually a municipality or county. These roads
serve local communities and are responsible for connecting residential areas,
commercial districts, and other local destinations.

The local government is responsible for maintaining these streets, including
patching potholes, clearing snow, and maintaining traffic signals. They also
establish regulations for parking, street cleaning schedules, and other local traffic
ordinances.

Ensuring Efficient Jurisdiction

Efficient highway jurisdiction requires collaboration between the various levels of
government. Close cooperation and information sharing between federal, state,
and local entities ensures the smooth operation of the transportation system.

Regular communication between agencies helps identify areas that require
improvement and allows for the coordination of infrastructure projects and
emergency response efforts. It also ensures that funding is allocated
appropriately, targeting critical areas in need of repair or expansion.



Understanding highway jurisdiction guidelines is essential for anyone interested
in the functioning of our road networks. These guidelines not only facilitate
efficient transportation but also play a crucial role in maintaining road safety and
ensuring the best possible infrastructure for all road users.

Next time you embark on a journey, take a moment to appreciate the intricate
system of jurisdiction that allows for the smooth operation of our highways and
streets. Remember, behind the scenes, there are dedicated individuals and
organizations working tirelessly to keep our roads safe and well-maintained.
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These guidelines summarize highway jurisdiction issues and outline the process
required for jurisdictional transfers. It also addresses vacations and additions to
the township and road district system. These guidelines take you step by step
through the process describing the required actions, and if applicable,
alternatives. These guidelines are separated into two parts: Part I - Jurisdictional
Transfers and Part II -Vacating and Adding Township & Road District Roads
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