
How Masculine And Feminine Values Shaped
The History Of Nineteenth Century
In the nineteenth century, the world went through significant changes that were
not only influenced by political and economic factors but also by the prevailing
masculine and feminine values of the time. These values shaped the course of
history and had a profound impact on societies in various regions. Understanding
how masculine and feminine values played a role in shaping the nineteenth-
century history provides valuable insights into the development of gender roles
and societal norms throughout that era.
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The Ideals of Masculinity and Femininity

At the heart of the nineteenth-century society, there were certain ideals
associated with masculinity and femininity. Masculinity was often associated with
qualities such as strength, assertiveness, and dominance, which were
characteristic of the patriarchy. On the other hand, femininity was associated with
traits like nurturing, submission, and emotional sensitivity.
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These ideals, deeply ingrained in societies, laid the foundation for the power
dynamics between men and women and influenced their roles in various spheres
of life, including politics, economics, and family.

Political Influence of Masculine and Feminine Values

In the political sphere, masculine values played a crucial role in shaping the
course of history in the nineteenth century. The idea of a strong, assertive leader
was admired and sought after, leading to the rise of numerous charismatic
political figures who embodied these qualities.

An example of such influence can be seen in the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte,
whose ambitious and dominant persona allowed him to shape European politics
and significantly impact the aftermath of the French Revolution. The masculine
values of power, conquest, and control were embodied by Napoleon, and his
actions reflected the ideals associated with masculinity.

On the other hand, feminine values also had an impact on the political landscape,
albeit in a different way. Women, although excluded from the formal political
sphere in most societies, exercised immense influence behind the scenes
through their connections, relationships, and extensive social networks.

Economic Implications of Gender Values
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The prevailing masculine and feminine values also had significant economic
implications during the nineteenth century. The gendered division of labor was a
central aspect of economic life, with men typically occupying positions in industry,
trade, and higher-paid professions, while women were primarily confined to
domestic work and unpaid labor.

The Industrial Revolution, which marked a turning point in economic history,
further emphasized these gender roles. Masculine values of competitiveness and
ambition drove men to seek employment in factories and other industrial sectors.
Meanwhile, feminine values of nurturing and caretaking led women to take up
jobs in textile factories or as domestic servants.

As the economies grew and evolved, the influence of masculine values on
capitalism became increasingly apparent. The cut-throat competition and profit-
driven mentality associated with masculine values shaped the development of
systems like capitalism, which often marginalized women and perpetuated
gender inequality.

Family and Social Dynamics

The influence of masculine and feminine values on family and social dynamics
was profound during the nineteenth century. Women were expected to embody
the ideals of femininity, primarily as wives and mothers responsible for
maintaining the family unit. They were seen as the moral compass and were
expected to instill virtuous qualities in their children.

On the other hand, men were considered the breadwinners and the heads of the
household, responsible for providing for their families financially. They were
expected to uphold the masculine ideals of strength and authority.



However, it is important to note that these gender roles were not unchallenged.
Many women and men actively questioned and resisted these expectations,
leading to significant social and cultural movements that aimed to challenge
traditional gender norms and promote equality.

The Legacy of Nineteenth Century Gender Values

The masculine and feminine values that shaped the history of the nineteenth
century have left a lasting impact on society as a whole. While progress has been
made in terms of gender equality, remnants of these values continue to influence
societal norms and expectations.

Understanding the historical roots of these values helps us to recognize and
address the persistent inequalities and biases that persist in the modern world.
By acknowledging the various ways in which masculine and feminine values have
shaped history, we can work towards creating a more equitable and inclusive
society for everyone.

Throughout the nineteenth century, the prevailing masculine and feminine values
played a significant role in shaping the course of history. These ideals influenced
political decisions, economic structures, and family dynamics, leaving a lasting
impact on societies worldwide. By reflecting on and understanding this history, we
can strive for a future where gender equality is the norm, transcending the
limitations imposed by traditional gender roles.
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It would be unthinkable now to omit early female pioneers from any survey of
photography's history in the Western world. Yet for many years the gendered
language of American, British and French photographic literature made it appear
that women's interactions with early photography did not count as significant
contributions. Using French and English photo journals, cartoons, art criticism,
novels, and early career guides aimed at women, this volume will show why and
how early photographic clubs, journals, exhibitions, and studios insisted on
masculine values and authority, and how Victorian women engaged with
photography despite that dominant trend.

Focusing on the period before 1890, when women were yet to develop the self-
assurance that would lead to broader recognition of the value of their work, this
study probes the mechanisms by which exclusion took place and explores how
women practiced photography anyway, both as amateurs and professionals.
Challenging the marginalization of women's work in the early history of
photography, this is essential reading for students and scholars of photography,
history and gender studies.
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