
How Men Treat Women At The Highest Levels:
Why Law Does Not Protect Them
Women have been facing persistent discrimination and harassment in various
forms for centuries. This problem is especially evident when it comes to women in
positions of power, where they are often subjected to unequal treatment and
limited opportunities compared to their male counterparts.

One might assume that in modern times, laws and regulations would provide
adequate protection for women at all levels of society. However, the stark reality
is quite different. Even at the highest levels, such as in politics, business, or law,
women continue to face numerous challenges and barriers that prevent them
from thriving.

Gender Bias in the Workplace

At the highest levels of power, one would expect that gender bias and
discrimination should have diminished significantly. However, studies consistently
reveal that gender disparity and stereotypes persist, hindering women's progress.
In male-dominated industries like law and politics, women are often overlooked,
marginalized, or treated as less capable than their male colleagues.
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The glass ceiling phenomenon is a stark example of how women struggle to
advance to top leadership positions. Despite women making up a significant
portion of the workforce, they are vastly underrepresented in executive positions.
This underrepresentation extends to boardrooms, where decision-making power
often lies in the hands of men.

Sexual Harassment and Assault

Another appalling aspect that persists at the highest levels is the prevalence of
sexual harassment and assault against women. High-profile cases involving
influential men have shed light on the systemic nature of this issue. From
workplace harassment to rape allegations, countless women have come forward,
yet often face disbelief and blame from society.

The #MeToo movement brought widespread awareness to the rampant
mistreatment women face, exposing the flaws in the legal system's response.
Many women fear retaliation or the jeopardization of their careers when speaking
out against powerful individuals. This fear is often justified, as we witness
instances where perpetrators go unpunished due to their high societal status and
influence.

The Need for Stronger Legal Protection

Though laws exist to combat discrimination and gender-based violence, they
often fall short of providing comprehensive protection for women in high-ranking
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positions. Legal loopholes, societal norms, and patriarchal structures perpetuate
the unequal treatment and lack of consequences for those who perpetrate harm
against women.

There is a pressing need for legislative reforms that ensure gender equality and
justice in all aspects of society. Stricter penalties for perpetrators, improved
reporting mechanisms, and comprehensive support systems for survivors are
crucial steps towards creating a safer and more inclusive environment for women
at all levels of power.

Empowering Women and Promoting Change

While change must start with legal reforms, empowering women to break barriers
and claim their rightful positions in society is equally vital. Encouraging women's
education, providing mentorship and networking opportunities, and promoting
diversity and inclusion policies are effective ways to create a level playing field.

Collective action, both within and outside organizations, is essential to challenge
the status quo and dismantle the structures that perpetuate gender inequality. By
supporting and amplifying women's voices, we can bring about the necessary
change for a fairer and more equitable society.

In

Despite progress in various domains, women at the highest levels continue to
face considerable challenges due to ingrained gender biases, discrimination, and
limited legal protection. Addressing these issues requires a multi-faceted
approach, including legal reforms, cultural shifts, and grassroots movements.

It is crucial to recognize that ensuring women's safety, advancement, and equal
treatment benefits not just women but society as a whole. By working towards a



society that truly protects and empowers women, we can strive for a more
inclusive and just world.
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Who do you report sexism to when the offender owns the company?

"Overt and intentional sexism" against women by powerful men in politics,
business, and academia and across the white-collar world in public and private
institutions is common, according to author Elizabeth C. Wolfe, a conflict analysis
and resolution specialist. Female executives, even at the pinnacle of their
careers, remain vulnerable to their male colleagues. In this book, Wolfe details
how men treat women at the highest levels and the result of their actions.

Women executives from nine countries explain how their career advancement
and earning potential are continuously harmed though overt sexism, sexist social
behavior, and microaggressions--those damaging behaviors that are in a gray
area but are not legally actionable. She further examines why law does not
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protect these women: sexism, like racism, is a way of thinking and so cannot be
legislated. Each "-ism" has legal protections against documentable actions, but
ways of thinking, socializing rituals, and microaggressions are not actionable by
law. Wolfe details the minds of sexists and describes how sexism is "socialized,"
and then explains how to name each sexist behavior, address it, and take action
to stop it.
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