
How The Brain Hidden Quest For Cool Drives
Our Economy And Shapes Our World

In today's society, the pursuit of coolness has become an integral part of our
lives. Whether it's the latest fashion trend, the newest gadget, or the fastest car,
we are constantly driven by our desire to be perceived as cool. But have you ever
wondered why this quest for coolness exists and how it impacts our economy and
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shapes our world? In this article, we will dive deep into the workings of the brain
and explore how it influences our decision-making process, leading to a constant
chase for what is deemed cool.

The Coolness Factor

Coolness is an elusive concept that is ever-changing and subjective. What was
considered cool in the past might not hold the same appeal today. Nevertheless,
the desire to be cool remains a strong motivator in our lives. So, what exactly
makes something cool?
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To answer this question, we need to look at the brain's response to stimuli.
Studies have shown that when we encounter something cool, certain areas of our
brain associated with reward and pleasure light up. These areas, primarily the
prefrontal cortex and the ventral striatum, release neurotransmitters like
dopamine, making us feel good. This neurological response reinforces our
behavior and drives us to seek out more cool things.
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The brain's attraction to coolness is deeply rooted in our evolutionary history.
From an evolutionary standpoint, being cool was associated with being
successful and influential within a group. By being cool, individuals would gain
social status, which in turn increased their chances of survival and reproduction.
This innate drive to be cool stems from our primitive instincts and has now
evolved into a complex system that fuels our economy and shapes our world.

The Economy of Cool

The quest for coolness has a significant impact on our economy. Companies and
marketers understand the power of cool and use it to their advantage. By
associating their products with coolness, they create a sense of desirability and
exclusivity, leading consumers to purchase their offerings.

Take the fashion industry, for example. Brands like Gucci, Chanel, and Supreme
have mastered the art of coolness. Their products are not only well-crafted but
come with a certain cachet that makes them highly desirable. By leveraging the
brain's response to coolness, these brands have built empires that generate
billions of dollars in revenue every year.

Moreover, the economy of cool has extended to the realm of technology. Think
about the latest smartphones or gaming consoles. These companies understand
that to appeal to consumers, they need to create products that are not only
functional but also cool. By incorporating sleek designs, innovative features, and
the latest trends, they tap into our brain's desire for coolness, driving sales and
shaping the technology sector.

Shaping Our World

While the pursuit of coolness is often associated with material possessions, its
influence extends beyond consumer goods. The quest for cool has shaped



various aspects of our world, including art, music, and even social dynamics.

Artists and musicians, for instance, constantly push boundaries to create unique
and cool experiences. They challenge conventions and offer new perspectives,
captivating audiences and leaving a lasting impact. From Picasso's cubism to
Hendrix's electric guitar solos, coolness has driven creative expression and
shaped the art and music we enjoy today.

Furthermore, the notion of coolness has influenced social dynamics. Being cool is
often associated with being confident, self-assured, and charismatic. Those who
possess these qualities tend to draw others to them, forming social groups and
shaping social norms. This phenomenon can be observed in schools,
workplaces, and even online communities, where individuals strive to be cool and
be part of the "in" crowd.

The Quest for Coolness Continues

The brain's hidden quest for cool continues to drive our economy and shape our
world. As technology advances and new trends emerge, the definition of coolness
will evolve, keeping us in a perpetual chase for what is deemed cool.

So, the next time you find yourself purchasing the latest smartphone or following
a fashion trend, remember that it is your brain's quest for coolness at play.
Embrace the pursuit of cool, but also be aware of its influence on your decision-
making process. After all, understanding the inner workings of our brains can
empower us to make more conscious choices and find a balance between being
cool and being true to ourselves.
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A bold argument that our "quest for cool" shapes modern culture and the global
economy

Like it or not, we live in an age of conspicuous consumption. In a world of brand
names, many of us judge ourselves and others by the products we own.
Teenagers broadcast their brand allegiances over social media. Tourists flock to
Rodeo Drive to have their pictures taken in front of luxury stores. Soccer moms
switch from minivans to SUVs to hybrids, while hip beer connoisseurs flaunt their
knack for distinguishing a Kölsch from a pilsner. How did this pervasive desire for
"cool" emerge, and why is it so powerful today that it is a prime driver of the
global economy?
In Cool, the neuroscientist and philosopher Steven Quartz and the political
scientist Anette Asp bring together the latest findings in brain science, economics,
and evolutionary biology to form a provocative theory of consumerism, revealing
how the brain's "social calculator" and an instinct to rebel are the crucial missing
links in understanding the motivations behind our spending habits. Applying their
theory to everything from grocery shopping to the near-religious devotion of
Harley-Davidson fans, Quartz and Asp explore how the brain's ancient decision-
making machinery guides consumer choice. Using these revolutionary insights,
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they show how we use products to advertise ourselves to others in an often
unconscious pursuit of social esteem. Surprising at every turn, Cool will change
the way you think about money, status, desire, and choice.
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