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In the literary world, autobiographies invite readers into the lives and minds of
remarkable individuals, providing glimpses into their struggles, triumphs, and
profound introspection. Among the many autobiographies that have captured
readers' attention, "If It Die: An Autobiography Vintage International" stands out
as a mesmerizing tale that resonates with readers from diverse backgrounds.

A Masterpiece Forged in Time

"If It Die" is the groundbreaking work of Marguerite Yourcenar, a prominent
French author, essayist, and poet. Originally published in 1967 as "Mémoires
d'Hadrien" ("Memoirs of Hadrian"), this deeply personal autobiography was later
translated into English and released under the title "If It Die: An Autobiography
Vintage International" in 1995. Yourcenar's powerful storytelling and introspective
narrative take readers on an extraordinary journey through her life.
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The Life and Reflections of Marguerite Yourcenar

Born in Belgium in 1903, Marguerite Yourcenar experienced a childhood filled
with intellectualism and rich cultural exposure. Her love for literature and history
blossomed early, and her profound intellect accompanied her throughout her life.
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In "If It Die," Yourcenar offers readers a rare opportunity to delve into her intricate
layers of emotions, experiences, and reflections.

The Triumphs and Struggles of a Provocative Mind

Yourcenar's autobiography delves into the experiences that shaped her, from her
upbringing in a broken yet intellectually vibrant family to her lasting love affairs,
both emotional and intellectual. Through her words, readers witness her struggles
with finding her place in a society that often overlooked or stifled women's voices.
The autobiography captures her triumphs as she defied norms, broke boundaries,
and established herself as an immensely talented author.

A Fascinating Journey Through Time

"If It Die: An Autobiography Vintage International" is much more than a personal
account. Yourcenar skillfully introduces readers to a wide range of historical
events, figures, and schools of thought that influenced her intellectual growth.
From exploring ancient Roman civilizations to embracing the ideas of Friedrich
Nietzsche, Yourcenar invites readers to engage in an intellectual feast that spans
multiple epochs.

The Resonance of "If It Die" Across Borders

Yourcenar's autobiography has truly transcended borders and resonated with
readers worldwide. Its English translation, "If It Die: An Autobiography Vintage
International," has received critical acclaim, captivating both passionate literature
enthusiasts and casual readers alike. Its widespread success establishes
Yourcenar's ability to touch the hearts and minds of a diverse audience,
transcending cultural, geographical, and generational boundaries.

: A Captivating Tale to Discover



In "If It Die: An Autobiography Vintage International," Marguerite Yourcenar
skillfully weaves together her personal journey, intellectual musings, and historical
insights to create a profound literary masterpiece. Through her captivating
storytelling, Yourcenar invites readers into her world, leaving an indelible mark on
their hearts and minds. This autobiography not only reflects her evolution as a
writer and a person but also offers readers an opportunity to reflect on their own
lives and experiences.

Embark on this captivating journey of self-discovery, intellectual prowess, and
historical exploration. Delve into the pages of "If It Die: An Autobiography Vintage
International" and unravel the extraordinary life of Marguerite Yourcenar, a literary
genius who defied conventions, broke boundaries, and left an enduring legacy in
the world of literature.
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This is the major autobiographical statement from Nobel laureate André Gide. In
the events and musings recorded here we find the seeds of those themes that
obsessed him throughout his career and imbued his classic novels The
Immoralist and The Counterfeiters. 
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Gide led a life of uncompromising self-scrutiny, and his literary works resembled
moments of that life. With If It Die, Gide determined to relay without sentiment or
embellishment the circumstances of his childhood and the birth of his philosophic
wanderings, and in doing so to bring it all to light. Gide’s unapologetic account of
his awakening homosexual desire and his portrait of Oscar Wilde and Lord Alfred
Douglas as they indulged in debauchery in North Africa are thrilling in their
frankness and alone make If It Die an essential companion to the work of a
twentieth-century literary master.
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