
If You Give Your Dog a Doobie: A look into
Addicted Animals
Can animals become addicted to marijuana? It's a question that has sparked
curiosity among pet owners and animal lovers alike. With the increasing
legalization and use of cannabis, incidents of pets consuming marijuana or its
related products have been on the rise. The effects of this exposure, though not
extensively studied, have raised concerns about the potential addiction and its
long-term consequences on animals.

Mischievous Sniffers: Curiosity Vs. Addiction

Animals are naturally curious creatures, often sniffing, chewing, or ingesting
anything they come across. Just like children, our four-legged friends can stumble
upon marijuana left unattended, leading to potential intoxication. However, it is
important to understand the difference between mere curiosity and actual
addiction in animals.

When dogs accidentally ingest marijuana, they may display symptoms such as
lethargy, impaired coordination, dribbling urine, dilated pupils, or even vomiting.
These immediate effects are primarily the result of THC, the psychoactive
compound found in cannabis, affecting the central nervous system of the animal.
While these symptoms can be alarming, they do not necessarily indicate
addiction.
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Actual addiction arises from regular exposure to marijuana or its derivatives.
When animals consistently receive THC, their bodies may develop a tolerance,
requiring higher doses to achieve the same effect. This increased consumption
can lead to addictive behaviors, such as compulsive seeking or obsessiveness
towards obtaining the substance. In such cases, professional intervention and
treatment might be necessary to manage the animal's addiction.

The Pot Puzzle: Unraveling the Science

Although studies on the addictive potential of marijuana in animals are limited,
researchers have made some progress in understanding the underlying
mechanisms. Just like humans, animals have an endocannabinoid system (ECS),
which plays a crucial role in regulating various bodily processes.

When THC enters an animal's body, it interacts with receptors in the ECS,
primarily the CB1 receptors found in the brain. This interaction leads to the
intoxicating effects associated with marijuana use. Over time, the continuous
stimulation of these receptors can alter their functioning, potentially leading to
addiction. However, more research is needed to determine the extent of addictive
tendencies in animals and the long-term consequences.
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Recognizing and Addressing Addiction in Animals

As responsible pet owners, it is crucial to be aware of the signs of addiction in our
furry companions. Some common indications of addiction in animals include
drastic changes in behavior, aggression, increased anxiety, loss of appetite, and
a relentless desire for THC or marijuana products. If you suspect your pet may be
addicted, it is essential to seek professional help from a veterinarian or an animal
behaviorist.

Treatment for addiction in animals typically involves a combination of behavior
modification techniques and, in severe cases, medication to manage withdrawal
symptoms. It is important to note that quitting marijuana abruptly can have
adverse effects on animals and should always be done under professional
supervision.

Prevention and Responsible Ownership

The best approach to preventing addiction in animals is through responsible
ownership and keeping marijuana products securely stored. Always ensure that
cannabis-infused edibles, oils, or any other marijuana-related substance are out
of reach for your pets. Educate yourself about the potential dangers and take
proactive measures to protect your furry companions from accidental exposure.

The topic of addicted animals may be relatively new and still not fully understood.
However, the increasing prevalence of marijuana consumption and exposure
among pets necessitates further research and awareness. As pet owners, it is our
responsibility to stay informed, remain vigilant, and prioritize the well-being of our
beloved companions. By taking preventive measures and seeking professional
help when needed, we can ensure a safe and healthy environment for our furry
friends in this evolving landscape of legalized marijuana.
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The fourth installment in Sam Miserendino and Mike Odum’s Addicted Animal
Series

Following the success of other adult-themed parodies of children’s books, author
Sam Miserendino presents a delightful tale that will entertain readers with its
charming combination of innocence and lack thereof. A humorous play off of the
famous If You Give a Moose a Muffin, If You Give a Dog a Doobie tells the tale of
a pot-loving pooch whose toking neighbor gives him the best treat ever. The book
follows the dog as he experiences the highs and lows of being high and it reveals
whether or not it's possible to teach a stoned dog new tricks . . .or to even get him
to remember old ones!

Featuring gorgeous full-color illustrations by illustrator Mike Odum that
accompany the text, this heartwarming cautionary tale informs readers of the
dangers of mixing pot and cute pups.
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