
Indiana Civil Law And Procedure 2020: A
Comprehensive Guide

Indiana is known for its rich history, captivating landscapes, and vibrant culture.
But it is also home to a complex legal system that ensures justice for its
residents. Understanding the civil law and procedure is crucial for individuals,
businesses, and legal professionals operating within the state.

In this article, we will dive deep into the landscape of Indiana civil law and
procedure in 2020. Whether you're a legal professional, someone facing a legal
issue, or simply curious about the legal system, this comprehensive guide will
provide you with valuable insights and knowledge.
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What is Civil Law?

Civil law encompasses a wide range of legal matters that do not involve criminal
charges. These include disputes between individuals, legal entities, or
government bodies over issues such as property, contracts, personal injury,
family matters, and more. The foundation of civil law is to resolve conflicts
between parties and provide a remedy tailored to the situation.

Indiana Civil Law and Procedure

Indiana has its unique set of laws and procedures to govern civil disputes within
its jurisdiction. It is essential to have a basic understanding of Indiana's civil law
and procedure to navigate legal matters effectively.

Statutes of Limitations

Indiana, like other states, imposes a time limit, known as the statute of limitations,
within which a civil claim must be filed. It varies depending on the nature of the
claim. For example, personal injury claims generally have a two-year statute of
limitations, while breach of contract claims have a longer timeframe.
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Understanding the statutes of limitations is essential, as failing to file within the
prescribed time can result in the case being dismissed.

Filing a Civil Complaint

The first step in initiating a civil lawsuit in Indiana is filing a civil complaint. It is a
written document that outlines the legal and factual basis of the claim. A
complaint must be filed in the appropriate court and served to the defendant(s). In
Indiana, complaints must generally be filed within two years of the incident giving
rise to the claim.

Discovery Process

Once a civil lawsuit is filed, both parties are entitled to engage in the discovery
process. Discovery involves gathering evidence, interviewing witnesses, and
exchanging information related to the case. It is a critical phase that allows each
party to assess the strength of their case and potentially negotiate a settlement
before trial.

Pretrial Conference and Mediation

Prior to trial, the court may schedule a pretrial conference aiming to resolve the
case through settlement or alternative dispute resolution methods like mediation.
Mediation is a non-binding process where a neutral third party helps the parties
reach an agreement. It has gained popularity in recent years due to its
effectiveness in resolving disputes while saving time and expenses associated
with trial.

Trial and Appeals

If a resolution cannot be reached, the case proceeds to trial. The trial involves
presenting evidence, examining witnesses, and making legal arguments. In
Indiana, civil trials may be decided by a jury or a judge, depending on the nature



of the case. Following the trial, the losing party has the right to appeal the
decision to a higher court.

Importance of Legal Representation

Given the complexities involved in civil law and procedure, having legal
representation is crucial. An experienced attorney can navigate the intricacies of
the legal system, build a compelling case, and protect your rights. They can guide
you through negotiations, represent you in court, and ensure you have a fair
chance of achieving a favorable outcome.

Indiana civil law and procedure are designed to provide justice and resolve
conflicts between parties. Understanding the statutes, procedures, and rights
within the legal system is necessary for individuals and businesses operating
within the state. Whether you find yourself facing a legal issue or want to broaden
your knowledge, familiarizing yourself with Indiana civil law and procedure in
2020 is a valuable investment.
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A book was revised on January 7, 2020.
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