
Jewish American Woman in the Occupied
Territories
Living in the occupied territories, Jewish American women face a unique set of
challenges and opportunities. Their stories are rarely heard, overshadowed by
the dominant narratives surrounding this complex issue. It is time to shed light on
their experiences and understand their role in shaping the socio-political
landscape of the region.

The occupation of Palestinian territories by Israel has been a subject of intense
debate and controversy. While the focus is often on the conflict between Israelis
and Palestinians, there are Jewish Americans who have chosen to make the
occupied territories their home. This article aims to explore the motivations,
struggles, and achievements of these women, providing a broader perspective on
their lives.

Motivations for Living in the Occupied Territories

For Jewish American women living in the occupied territories, their reasons for
being there vary widely. Some are drawn by a deep sense of religious or national
identity. They feel a strong connection to their Jewish heritage and believe that
their presence in these disputed lands is essential for the preservation and
security of Israel. Others are driven by a desire to contribute to social justice and
peacebuilding efforts, hoping to bridge the divide between Israelis and
Palestinians.
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Some women also move to the occupied territories for personal reasons, such as
marriage or professional opportunities. Regardless of their motivations, these
women often find themselves facing numerous challenges, both from within their
own community and from the wider political context.

Challenges Faced by Jewish American Women

Living as a Jewish American woman in the occupied territories comes with its
own set of unique challenges. Firstly, there is the issue of identity. These women
often find themselves juggling multiple identities - Jewish, American, and living in
a politically contentious region. They may struggle to reconcile their commitment
to their heritage with the actions of the Israeli government, and face criticism from
both Israeli and American communities for their choices.

Additionally, Jewish American women living in the occupied territories often face
hostility from Palestinians who see them as a symbol of the occupation. They
may also experience tensions within their own community, as some Israelis view
them as outsiders or question their loyalty. This constant balancing act can be
emotionally exhausting and isolating.
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There are also practical challenges such as restrictions on movement and limited
access to resources. Jewish American women living in settlements, considered
illegal under international law, often have to navigate through checkpoints and
endure heightened security measures in their day-to-day lives. This can affect
their ability to work, study, or participate in community activities.

Achievements and Contributions to the Region

Despite these challenges, Jewish American women in the occupied territories
have made significant contributions to the region. Many are involved in grassroots
organizations that promote dialogue and coexistence between Israelis and
Palestinians. They actively participate in peace initiatives, engaging in projects
that foster understanding and bridge cultural divides.

These women have also been at the forefront of advocacy efforts both within
Israel and internationally. They work to raise awareness about the occupation and
its impact on the lives of Palestinians, challenging the dominant narratives and
advocating for a just and peaceful resolution to the conflict.

Furthermore, Jewish American women play a vital role in human rights
organizations, documenting human rights abuses and providing support to
individuals affected by the occupation. Their commitment to justice and equality
serves as an inspiration to others and highlights the importance of diverse voices
in this ongoing struggle.

Jewish American women in the occupied territories occupy a unique position in
this complex socio-political landscape. Their stories and experiences are often
overlooked, but they play a crucial role in shaping the discourse and working
towards a just resolution. Understanding their motivations, challenges, and



achievements is essential in order to gain a comprehensive understanding of the
ongoing conflict and the potential for peace in the region.
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Updated & revised with new photos, appendices, testimonials, and afterword. Full
color, original photographs, maps, and stories -- popular for classrooms, book
groups, etc. From back cover: Anna Baltzer, a young Jewish American, visited the
West Bank to discover for herself the realities of everyday life for Palestinians
living under Israeli occupation. What she found would change her outlook on the
issue forever. For eight months over the following four years, Baltzer lived and
worked with farmers, Palestinian and Israeli activists, and the families of political
prisoners, traveling with them across checkpoints and roadblocks to reach
hospitals, universities, and olive groves. Baltzer witnessed firsthand the
devastation wrought by expanding settlements and the Wall. She also
encountered countless Palestinian grievances beyond the occupation, of non-
Jews living in a Jewish state and refugees yearning to return to their homes and
land. Baltzer’s probing and honest examination of the occupation, Zionism, and
the pervasive spirit of Palestinian resilience offer a fresh look at Palestine today.
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