
Learn To Hear What's Left Unsaid: Exposing
Bad Arguments
Arguments are an essential part of human communication. People engage in
arguments to express their opinions, persuade others, or defend their positions.
However, not all arguments are created equal. Some arguments are sound and
logically valid, while others are flawed and fallacious. In this article, we will
explore how to develop the skill of listening beyond the surface and identifying
what's left unsaid in bad arguments.

The Power of Unspoken Messages

It's often said that words make up only a small fraction of human communication.
Nonverbal cues, tone of voice, and subtle expressions convey a great deal of
information. Similarly, in arguments, what's left unsaid can be as important, if not
more, than what is explicitly stated. These unspoken messages can include
underlying assumptions, biases, emotional appeal, or even hidden agendas.

Understanding the unspoken messages behind bad arguments grants us the
ability to critically analyze and evaluate the strength of the argument. It helps us
unveil deceit, manipulation, or fallacies that may be used to mislead or deceive
an audience.
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Identifying Logical Fallacies

Logical fallacies are common errors in arguments that often serve to undermine
their validity. They can be intentional or unintentional, subtle or obvious.
Recognizing and understanding these fallacies is crucial to separating good
arguments from bad ones.

One frequently used tactic in bad arguments is the straw man fallacy. This fallacy
involves misrepresenting an opponent's argument and attacking the
misrepresentation rather than the actual argument. It creates a distorted view of
the opposing side and weakens the argument against it.

Another common fallacy is the ad hominem attack, where instead of addressing
the substance of an argument, the attacker focuses on attacking the character or
personal traits of the person making the argument. This is a diversion tactic often
used to disregard valid points without providing a counter-argument.

Other fallacies include the appeal to authority, bandwagon effect, false dilemma,
and many more. Each fallacy has its own distinct characteristics, but they all
share one thing in common: they detract from the logical strength of an argument.

Listening Beyond Words
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To truly grasp what's being argued, we must learn to listen beyond the words
spoken. Paying attention to tone, emphasis, and vocal nuances can reveal
hidden meanings or intentions. Understanding the emotions behind the argument
can help us identify when someone is appealing to our emotions rather than
presenting a rational case.

Moreover, identifying what's being omitted or ignored is just as important.
Sometimes, crucial information is deliberately left out to skew the argument. By
actively seeking out missing details or alternative perspectives, we can uncover
weak or biased reasoning.

When engaging in a discussion or debate, it's important to listen carefully to
what's actually being said and observe how it's being said. Reflecting on the
arguments presented and asking probing questions can help reveal what's left
unsaid and expose any flaws or inconsistencies.

The Importance of Critical Thinking

Developing the ability to hear what's left unsaid requires honing our critical
thinking skills. Critical thinking allows us to question assumptions, evaluate
evidence, and analyze arguments effectively. It enables us to recognize patterns,
identify logical errors, and make well-informed decisions.

Practicing critical thinking involves actively engaging with arguments, seeking out
multiple perspectives, and being open to changing our own viewpoints based on
reasoned analysis. It also requires humility, as it's essential to acknowledge that
even our own arguments may contain flaws.

By cultivating critical thinking skills, we become better equipped to navigate
through the sea of arguments we encounter daily. We are less likely to be swayed



by fallacious reasoning or deceptive tactics, and we can engage in more
constructive and meaningful discussions.

Learning to hear what's left unsaid in bad arguments is a valuable skill that
empowers us to think critically, uncover hidden biases, and expose fallacious
reasoning. By paying attention to nonverbal cues, understanding logical fallacies,
and actively engaging in critical thinking, we can separate the wheat from the
chaff and engage in arguments with intellectual integrity.

Remember, it's not just about what is said, but also what's not said that can make
or break an argument. By honing this skill, we become more persuasive,
informed, and conscientious individuals in the world of discourse.
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“This is a book for every thinking person, the perfect antidote to today’s culture
wars.”—Hope Jahren
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The creators of An Illustrated Book of Bad Arguments return with this desperately
timely guide to how words can trick us. Learn to “hear” hidden bias, slant, and
spin—from an irresistible cast of woodland creatures!

Public discourse? More like public discord. The battle cries of our culture wars
are rife with “loaded language”—be it bias, slant, or spin. But listen closely, or
you’ll miss what Ali Almossawi finds more frightening still: words that erase
accountability, history, even identity through what they leave unsaid.

Speaking as wise old Mr. Rabbit, Almossawi leads us through a dark forest of
rhetoric—aided by Orwell, Baldwin, and a squee-worthy cast of wide-eyed
woodland creatures. Here, passive voice can pardon wrongdoers, statistics may
be a smokescreen, gaslighting entraps the downtrodden, and irrelevant
adjectives cement stereotypes. Emperor Squirrel isn’t naked; he has a clothes-
free sartorial style. Mouse’s roof becomes flattened (Elephant’s foot just happens
to be there at the time). And when keen-eyed Owl claims a foreign shore, he
seems to be overlooking someone . . .

Fans of Almossawi’s An Illustrated Book of Bad Arguments couldn’t ask for a
better primer on the less logical ways that words can trick us. It takes a long pair
of ears to hear what’s left unsaid—but when you’re a rabbit in a badger world,
listening makes all the difference.
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