
Materiality, Social Structures And Action: The
Unveiling of Cultural Sociology
When it comes to understanding society, a multitude of factors come into play,
such as cultural norms, social structures, and individual actions. In the realm of
sociology, one particular branch delves into the intricate relationship between
materiality, social structures, and action - cultural sociology.

What is Cultural Sociology?

Cultural sociology is a subfield of sociology that examines how culture impacts
and shapes individuals, groups, and society as a whole. It seeks to understand
the ways in which cultural practices, systems of meaning, and social structures
interact and influence people's lives. By unraveling the complex web of cultural
dynamics, cultural sociology sheds light on the underlying mechanisms that drive
social change, socialization, and identity formation.

The Role of Materiality in Cultural Sociology

Materiality refers to the tangible objects, artifacts, and physical environments that
shape human experiences and interactions within a given society. In the context
of cultural sociology, materiality plays a crucial role in shaping cultural practices,
rituals, and symbolic meanings. It is through material objects, such as religious
symbols, artworks, or even clothing styles, that societies express and transmit
their cultural values, beliefs, and norms.
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The study of materiality in cultural sociology is focused on understanding how
material objects and environments actively influence and structure social
interactions, power dynamics, and collective identities. For instance, the
architecture of a building can communicate societal hierarchies or ideologies,
while fashion choices can signal social status or group affiliation. These material
manifestations are not only symbolic but also materially embedded in social
practices and structures.

Social Structures and Cultural Sociology

Social structures refer to the enduring patterns of social organization that guide
and constrain people's behavior in society. They encompass various institutions,
such as family, education, politics, and economy, as well as social hierarchies and
power relations. In cultural sociology, social structures are a fundamental aspect
of analysis, as they condition and shape cultural practices and individual actions.

Social structures provide a framework within which cultural norms and values are
produced, reproduced, and transformed. They create social expectations, norms,
and rules that govern behavior, shape individual identity, and influence the
distribution of resources and opportunities. By examining how social structures
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intersect with cultural dynamics, cultural sociologists can uncover how power
asymmetries and social inequalities become entrenched and reproduced within
society.

Unveiling the Dynamics through Action

Lastly, cultural sociology emphasizes the role of individual and collective actions
in shaping and transforming culture and society. Cultural practices are not static
entities but are constantly negotiated, contested, and reinterpreted through
everyday actions and interactions. The study of action in cultural sociology seeks
to unravel how individuals, groups, and social movements engage with, resist, or
transform cultural norms, values, and structures.

Through action, individuals can challenge dominant cultural narratives, redefine
social boundaries, and foster collective mobilization. This dynamic interplay
between action and cultural structures influences societal change, innovation,
and the emergence of new cultural forms. Cultural sociology recognizes the
agency of individuals and groups in shaping their social realities and challenges
the notion that culture is a mere reflection of societal structures.

In

Cultural sociology offers a rich perspective on the intricate relationship between
materiality, social structures, and action within a societal context. By examining
how material objects and environments, social structures, and individual actions
interact, cultural sociologists unveil the underlying dynamics that shape cultural
practices, social inequalities, and the formation of identities. Understanding these
dynamics is crucial for comprehending how culture influences and shapes our
lives, as well as for envisioning strategies for social change and collective action.
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In this book, the author develops a relational concept of space that encompasses
social structure, the material world of objects and bodies, and the symbolic
dimension of the social world. Löw’s guiding principle is the assumption that
space emerges in the interplay between objects, structures and actions. Based
on a critical discussion of classic theories of space, Löw develops a new dynamic
theory of space that accounts for the relational context in which space is
constituted. This innovative view on the interdependency of material, social, and
symbolic dimensions of space also permits a new perspective on architecture and
urban development.
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