
Mini Guide To Performing At Open Air Green
Field Music Festivals

Music festivals have become a vibrant and thrilling part of the summer season.
These gatherings of music lovers from far and wide create an atmosphere of pure
excitement, where talented artists take the stage to entertain the crowd. If you're
an aspiring musician or in a band, getting the chance to perform at an open air
green field music festival can be a dream come true.

As with any performance opportunity, a well-prepared and polished act will greatly
increase your chances of success. In this mini guide, we will explore key tips and
strategies that will help you make the most of your experience and deliver a
memorable performance at an open air green field music festival.
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1. Choose the Right Festival

The first step towards performing at a green field music festival is to research and
choose the right one for your style and genre. Consider the type of audience the
festival attracts, the lineup of artists, and the overall atmosphere. Look for
festivals that align with your music and where you believe your performance will
resonate most with the attendees.

2. Create an Engaging Setlist

Crafting a compelling setlist is crucial in captivating the festival-goers and leaving
a lasting impression. Start with a strong opening that grabs the audience's
attention, and build up to your most energetic and crowd-pleasing songs.
Remember to balance familiarity and originality, including a mix of your own
tracks and well-known covers that the crowd can sing along to.

3. Practice, Practice, Practice

As the saying goes, practice makes perfect. Prioritize rehearsals and ensure that
each band member knows their parts inside out. Pay attention to the timing,
transitions, and overall cohesion of your performance. Additionally, rehearsing in
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a live setting or open space can help prepare you for the festival environment and
the potential challenges it may present.

4. Engage with the Crowd

Performing at an open air green field music festival means you'll be on a large
stage, so it's essential to connect with the crowd. Make eye contact, interact with
enthusiasm, and encourage the attendees to participate. Crowd engagement can
greatly enhance the overall atmosphere of your performance and create a
memorable experience for everyone involved.

5. Take Advantage of the Festival's Promotion

Most music festivals have active social media accounts and promotional efforts.
Take advantage of this exposure by tagging the festival in your posts, using
relevant hashtags, and engaging with the festival's online community. Additionally,
provide festival organizers with high-quality promotional materials, such as
professional photos and videos, to increase your chances of being featured in
their promotional campaigns.

6. Network with Other Artists and Industry Professionals

Music festivals are not only a celebration of music but also a gathering of
musicians, industry professionals, and music enthusiasts. Take the opportunity to
network with fellow artists, promoters, and representatives from record labels.
Attending after-parties, workshops, and other festival events can open doors to
valuable connections and potential collaborations.

7. Enjoy the Experience

Finally, don't forget to enjoy the experience! Performing at an open air green field
music festival is a unique and exciting opportunity. Embrace the energy, feed off
the crowd's enthusiasm, and savor every moment. Remember that your passion



and enjoyment on stage will shine through and resonate with the audience. Soak
in the atmosphere and create memories that will last a lifetime.

Performing at an open air green field music festival can be a defining moment in
a musician's career. By choosing the right festival, preparing a captivating setlist,
practicing diligently, engaging with the audience, leveraging the festival's
promotion, networking with industry professionals, and most importantly, enjoying
the experience, you can make the most of this incredible opportunity to showcase
your talent and connect with a diverse and passionate crowd of music lovers.
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Make Your First Festival Show Rock!

Are you playing your first green-field music festival or outdoor show soon? Not
quite sure how it all works on the other side of the ‘Artists Only’ sign? Don’t worry;
help is at hand.
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My name is Andy Reynolds, a concert tour manager & live sound engineer, and I
have written this mini-guide (50 pages) , to give you my tips on making the most
of your first festival slot. I have toured with bands and singers for more than 25
years, and work on loads of open-air, ‘green-field’ type festivals, such as
Glastonbury, Roskilde, Coachella, and Bonnaroo, each summer. I know how
bands can have a good show at a festival - and how they can mess up their
chances by not being prepared for that all -important music festival slot.
It is very important to your musical career that your music festival appearances
happen with no hitches, dramas or technical problems. Audiences go to music
festivals to see and hear great bands. If they happen to catch you, playing a great
set and full of confidence, they are more likely to become fans of you and your
music. You should bear in mind that there is so much competition at each festival,
and every band has that one chance to ignite the crowd. No band can afford to be
ill-prepared or leave things to chance – especially you. But you need not worry
about any of that - you will hit the stage looking like a pro after reading this book!

After reading, ‘Playing Your First Music Festival’, you will know about:

The differences between a venue show and your performance at a festival

Preparing your live set for ultimate impact

How to use your guest tickets to attract industry taste-makers

The don’ts and dos of selling merchandise at festivals

Make sure you get booked for next year’s festivals

…and much more.

This is a short guide, and it really will give you the low down on how a modern,
open-air festival works, what you need to do to prepare for your slot, and how to



make the most of it while you are at the festival.

So, go ahead, scroll up, and hit, ’Add to Cart’ to make your festival
shows rock!
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