
More New Urban Legends And Some Old
Favorites

Urban legends have been an integral part of our society for centuries. These
chilling tales, often spread by word of mouth or through the internet, captivate our
imaginations and leave us questioning the boundaries between reality and fiction.
In this article, we will explore some new urban legends that have emerged in
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recent years, as well as revisit some old favorites that continue to haunt our
collective consciousness.

The Slender Man

The Mexican Pet: More "New" Urban Legends and
Some Old Favorites: More New Urban Legends
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One of the most famous modern urban legends is the Slender Man. Originally
created online as part of a Photoshop contest, the Slender Man quickly became a
popular figure in horror stories and video games. The legend tells of a tall,
faceless entity with elongated limbs who preys on children and drives its victims
to insanity. It has captured the imagination of many, and even inspired acts of
violence in some cases.

The Killer Clown
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In recent years, the phenomenon of "killer clowns" has taken the urban legend
scene by storm. Reports of individuals dressed as clowns lurking in dark corners
and terrorizing unsuspecting victims have spread like wildfire. These sinister
clowns have become an embodiment of childhood fears and unsettling
unpredictability.

The Vanishing Hitchhiker
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The tale of the vanishing hitchhiker is an old classic that has stood the test of
time. According to the legend, a kind-hearted driver picks up a hitchhiker on a
desolate road, only to later discover that the passenger has vanished without a
trace. This ghostly encounter has been recounted in various forms across
cultures and has become a cautionary tale about the dangers of picking up
strangers on the roadside.

The Haunted Doll
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Dolls have long been associated with the paranormal, and numerous urban
legends revolve around their eerie presence. One such legend tells the story of a
haunted doll possessed by the spirit of a vengeful child. The doll is said to move
on its own, whisper in the night, and bring misfortune to those who come into
contact with it. Collectors and enthusiasts of the supernatural often seek out
these possessed dolls, hoping to witness their paranormal activities firsthand.
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The Phantom Hitchhiker

A variation of the vanishing hitchhiker, the phantom hitchhiker tale adds an extra
paranormal twist. In this legend, a ghostly figure is picked up by a driver who
offers them a ride. As the journey progresses, the driver realizes that their
passenger has mysteriously disappeared from the moving vehicle. This haunting
encounter has become a staple in urban folklore, serving as a cautionary
reminder to always be mindful of the supernatural lurking in our midst.

The Bloody Mary
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No article on urban legends would be complete without mentioning the chilling
ritual of summoning Bloody Mary. The legend states that if you stand in front of a
mirror, alone in a dark room, and chant "Bloody Mary" a specific number of times,
the ghostly figure of a woman will appear in the mirror, often accompanied by
terrifying consequences. This legend has caused countless sleepless nights for
those brave enough to test its validity.
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The Phone Call from the Dead

Another spine-tingling urban legend involves receiving a phone call from a
deceased loved one. According to this legend, individuals have reported receiving
phone calls from someone they know who has already passed away. These
encounters often leave recipients feeling haunted and disturbed, questioning the
boundaries between the living and the dead.

Urban legends continue to captivate our imaginations, serving as reminders of
our fascination with the unknown and our desire to unravel the mysteries that
surround us. More new legends will undoubtedly emerge, adding to the rich
tapestry of urban folklore. Whether these tales are true or not remains uncertain,
but their impact on our culture and our shared nightmares is undeniable.
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As we delve deeper into the realm of urban legends, we must remember to
approach these tales with a healthy dose of skepticism. They may be fantastical,
but their power lies in the fear they evoke and the stories they tell. So, the next
time you hear a chilling tale of the supernatural, allow yourself to be momentarily
captivated by its allure, for urban legends are the modern campfires around which
we gather to share our fears and keep the spirit of storytelling alive.
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"A uniquely entertaining book: edifying scholarship, diverting social history."—
Elaine Kendall, Los Angeles Times

"[The book] captures the spirit of convivial storytelling and even encourages the
activity. . . . Many readers . . . will be gratified to know that Brunvand intends to
continue this series of relaxed, unofficial excursions into popular legends.
Admirers of curiosa and the psychology of crowds cannot afford to miss them." —
Kirkus Reviews
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