
NYC Basic Tips And Etiquette: The Ultimate
Guide To Navigating New York City

Welcome to the city that never sleeps! New York City, or NYC, is a bustling
metropolis filled with opportunities, diversity, and a unique culture. As a visitor or
even a newcomer, mastering the basic tips and etiquette can enhance your
experience, help you blend in with the locals, and make your time in the city more
enjoyable. In this ultimate guide, we'll walk you through everything you need to
know to navigate NYC like a pro.

1. Public Transportation

One of the first things you'll notice about NYC is the extensive public
transportation system. From iconic yellow taxis to subway trains and buses,
getting around the city is convenient and cost-effective. Make sure to familiarize
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yourself with the different subway lines and their respective routes. There are also
helpful apps available that provide real-time updates on train schedules and
delays.
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When using public transportation, it's important to follow certain etiquette
guidelines. Give up your seat to the elderly, pregnant women, or individuals with
disabilities. Avoid blocking the doors when boarding or exiting a bus or subway
car. And, most importantly, remember to swipe your metro card and pay the fare
before entering the subway station.

2. Sidewalk Etiquette

Walking in NYC can feel like navigating through a maze, especially during peak
hours. To avoid collisions and frustration, there are a few unwritten rules to follow.
Stay to the right side of the sidewalk, similar to how you would drive a car. This
allows for smooth pedestrian flow in both directions.

If you need to stop to check your phone or consult a map, step to the side and out
of the main walking path. This courtesy ensures you don't impede the fast-paced
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New Yorkers rushing to their destinations. Be aware of your surroundings and
avoid abruptly changing directions, especially in crowded areas.

3. Dining and Tipping

NYC is a food lover's paradise, with countless restaurants, cafes, and food trucks
offering a wide range of cuisines. When dining out, it's customary to leave a tip for
your server. The standard tipping rate in restaurants is around 15-20% of the total
bill. If the service was exceptional, going above this percentage is greatly
appreciated. The tipping culture also extends to baristas, bartenders, and taxi
drivers.

It's worth noting that many restaurants in NYC have a "no cash" policy, so be sure
to carry a credit or debit card for convenience. Also, reservations are
recommended for popular eateries, especially during peak hours.

4. Jaywalking and Traffic Etiquette

In NYC, jaywalking is a common sight, but that doesn't mean it's legal.
Jaywalking refers to crossing the street outside of designated crosswalks or
intersections. While locals might take the risk, it's important to follow traffic signals
and use designated crosswalks to ensure your safety.

When driving or biking in the city, be aware of pedestrians and use caution. New
York City streets can be busy and congested, so prioritize safety and follow all
traffic laws.

5. Mind Your Noise Level

New York City is famous for its vibrant and bustling atmosphere. However, being
mindful of noise levels is essential, especially when living in close proximity to



others in apartment buildings or hotels. Avoid unnecessary loud conversations in
public spaces, especially during late-night hours.

When using headphones or earphones, keep the volume at a level where others
around you won't be disturbed. Respecting others' peace and quiet will make you
a considerate neighbor and prevent unnecessary conflicts.

6. Respect Personal Space

Like any densely populated city, personal space in NYC can be limited. When
entering crowded subways or buses, try to move towards the middle to allow
more people to board. Avoid unnecessarily touching or bumping into others, and
if you accidentally do, apologize politely.

In lines or queues, maintain a reasonable distance from the person in front of
you, giving them room to move and reducing any feelings of overcrowding.
Respecting personal space is key to avoiding discomfort or conflicts.

7. Appreciate the City's Diversity

New York City is a melting pot of cultures, ethnicities, and backgrounds. Embrace
the diversity and respect the different customs and traditions you may encounter.
Engage in meaningful conversations and be open to learning about other
people's experiences.

It's important to be respectful and sensitive to cultural differences. Avoid making
offensive comments or stereotyping any particular group. By appreciating and
celebrating diversity, you'll have a more enriching experience in the city.

Navigating New York City can be an exciting adventure filled with endless
possibilities. By following these basic tips and adhering to proper etiquette, you'll



not only blend in with the locals but also make the most out of your time in the city
that never sleeps.

Remember to be courteous, considerate, and respectful of others. Enjoy the
diverse food scene, immerse yourself in the vibrant culture, and embrace the fast-
paced rhythm of NYC. It's a city like no other, and with the right knowledge and
etiquette, you'll create memories to last a lifetime.
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New York Times Bestseller

Living in New York City for five years as a transplant from Ohio, illustrator and T-
shirt designer Nathan Pyle was fascinated by the unique habits and unspoken
customs New Yorkers follow to make life bearable in a city with 8 million people
(and seemingly twice the number of tourists). In NYC Basic Tips and Etiquette,
Pyle reveals the secrets and unwritten rules for living in and visiting New York
including the answers to such burning questions as, how do I hail a cab? What is
a bodega? Which way is Uptown? Why are there so many doors in the
sidewalk? How do I walk on an escalator? Do we need be touching right now?
Where should I inhale or exhale while passing sidewalk garbage? How long
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should I honk my horn? If New York were a game show, how would I win? What
happens when I stand in the bike lane? Who should get the empty subway seats?
 How do I stay safe during a trash tornado? Each tip is a little story illustrated in
simple black and white drawings.
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